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District" 4 CERTIFICATE OF HIGHWAY ft,flLEAGE 

YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 10, 2002 

Fill 011tfom1, make mu/file copy with the Town Clerk, and mail ORIGINAL, before February 20, 2002 
to: VT Age11q of Tramportatio11, Technical Sen•ices DiPision, Drawer 33, Montpelier, VT 05633. 

We, the Selectmen or Aldermen or Tmstees of NORWICH in WINDSOR _County 

011 ,111 oath state that the mileage of highways, according to Title 19, V.S.A, Sec #305, added /985, is asj,Jl/ows 

PART I - CHANGES TOTALS - Please fill in and calculate totals. 

Town 
Highw,~vs 

' 
1 

Previous 

1 
Mileage 

Added 
Mileage 

' 
1 

Subtracted 
1lfilea 0 e I b 

Total 
Scenic 
Highways 

............ ,,,, ,, , .... ... r··· ········ ·· ·· ·· · · · ···· ··· ········· · · · ··· · ·r······· ····· · ···· · · ··· ·· ·· 1••••••• ••• • •• • • • • •• •• ••••••• .. ,,,, ,, ,, ,, , 

Class I 0.000 

* Clm,s 1 Lane 0.000 

Class 2 14.550 

Class 3 61.080 

State lligl1way 18.341 

* Class 4 19.950 

Total 93.971 
·· --- ···t·-·--······ ·-.. -· .. ·· -- ... _ .. --··--·-·-----·-·I··· · 

* Class I Laue Mileage mu/ Class 4 is NOT included in total. 
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2 19.~6"3 

q 3 .. 97( 
·I............ .. .. --·---· 

0.000 

0000 

5.220 

0.000 

5.220 

PART II - INFORMA TJON AND DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES SHOWN ABOVE. 
l 

I. NEW JJIGIIWA YS: Please attach Select111e11's "Certificate of Completion and Ope11ing" ... ~0~' ' 
'~ :{- \·,·~'-· 

2. DISCON~;;;~~~ Please attach-~~~/~/:.,~~ co~y of proceedings (minutes o_f meeting). ~~\ ,:°" . .. 
, \~ ,. :·· 

.............. ·- ·------·- -----·-----· ............... --·-·--·-·----·-------.. ------------ ~~~-----' ·· ... '. 
i' . . ____ _ 

I ._, 

3. RECLASSIFIED/REMEASURED: Please attach SIGNED copy of proceedings (minutes 'if 111eeti11g) . 

TH#20 Bradley Hill Rd. to ·a trail as described int the Selectboards 
decision dated July 11, 2000. ~ 

4. SCENIC IJIGf/1-J/,4 YS: Please attach a copy of order desig1111ti11gldisco11tiAui11g Scenic Highways. 

------------···- - .. -------~-------------·---

IF Tl/ERE ARE NO CHANGES IN ilIILEAGE: Check hox 11ml sign below. [ J 

C/e,k Slgnutu,e: ~l-~~-
P/ease sign ORIGINAL and retum it.for Tramporlation sigc;/11t11re. 

Date Filed: 

Signed copy will he retumed to TIC/V Clerk . 

APPROVED: DATE: .. z.jeaf~ 



Eling, Mike 

To: 
Subject: 

Roads@norwich. vt. us; clerk@norwich. vt. us 
Bradley Hill Rd 

To: Norwich Town Clerk and Road Dept 
Date: Feb 19, 2002 

This is to inform you that we cannot deduct the .587 mile of class 4 mileage as indicated on your mileage certificate. 

We have received the Norwich annual certificate of hwy mileage. It includes Selectboard decision to reclassify .587 mile of 
Bradley Hill Road from class 4 to a trail. However, AOT has no records or maps for Norwich that include this portion of 
Bradley Hill as ever having been class 4. Prior to 1983, we did show the road from Powers Rd to Kerwin Hill/ Ladeau Rd 
as being a trail. 

We propose the following : 
1. We have not been including this portion of Bradley Hill in your class 4 mileage, therefore we will not deduct .587 from 
Norwich class 4 total. 

2. The decision attached to certificate shows that Norwich Selectboard took action that considers part of this road to be a 
trail and other parts to be class 4. Therefore our next town map will show: 
The 1725 feet (.33 mile) to Kitchel driveway as class 4. 
The next 3100 feet (.58 mile) as trail. 
The 150 feet (.03 mile) at northern end to Kerwin Hill Rd as class 4. 

In other words, we will add .36 mile to your class 4 total. 

3. Because our town hwy maps have never shown this portion of Bradley Hill Rd as having a TH number, the new class 4 
sections will be given a number presently not utilized in Norwich, perhaps# 96. 

Please let me know by March 10, 2002 if you have any objections or questions about this. After that date, we will begin 
updating maps. 

Thank you . 

Michael Eling, Mapping & GIS Specialist 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
Technical Services, Mapping Unit 
Montpelier, VT 05633 
802 828-2109 
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Eling, Mike 

To: 
Subject: 

Clerk@norwich. vt. us; Roads@norwich . vt. us 
Bradley Hill Rd 

Addendum to previous e-mail : 

AOT reminds Selectboard and Clerk that the Selectboard has statutory authority over town roads. Action taken by AOT is 
in response to Selectboard actions. In other words, AOT labeling a road as class 4 or a trail does not necessarily give it 
legal standing. 

Michael Eling, Mapping & GIS Specialist 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
Technical Services, Mapping Unit 
Montpelier, VT 05633 
802 828-2109 
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~Feb-15-02 10:23A 

TOWN OF NORWICJ·I 
P.O. Box 376 

NORWICH, VltRMONT 05055 .. 0376 
SF.I .li'.('THOAltD 

Record of Decision in lhe Matter of the 
lleclussH1cnliun of a Portion of Bradley Hill Road 

The Norwich .SelectboarJ, 011 iLs own motion pursuant to 19 V.S.A. ~ 708, held a public hearing 
011 May I 0, 200 I pursuant to J 9 V.S.A. § 709 to consider reclassification of a portion of Bradley 
1-lill Road from a Class 4 road to a Trail (specifically, from just north the inlersection of Bradley 
Hill Road and the Jriveway of the property owned by Ellen Kilchel to 150 feet South of the 
inlcrsoctio11 wilh Kerwin Hill Road anJ Ladeau RoaJ). 

l11 audition lo public testimony al the hearing, interested parties were invited tu provic.le written 
rnrnmenls lo the Selectboard. The record for written comments was kept open until May 24, 
200 I al 4:00 PM. The record uf the hearing uf June 26, 2000 on the reclassification uf a portion 
of Bradley llill Road from a Class 4 Road lo a lrail was made a parl of the hearing reeort.l. 

The SclccLboard examined Lhe sections of mad described above at 4 PM on May I 0, 200 I. 

Nul ice of the hearing ant.I exa111inatio11 was provided lu petiLioncrs, landowners a11d others as 
n.:L1uircd by law. 

Approximately 11 pers<>ns testificc.l al the hearing and, in addition, a number of wrillen 
cu111mc11ts were rcccivct.l. 

Bused on lhc record 01· the hearing and public Town documents, the SelectboanJ rnakcs the 
following ri11di11gs, conclusions and decisions. 

Findings of Fnct 

I. Bradley Hill Road is a Class 4 Roat.I from its inlcrsection with Powers RoaJ Lo iL.s intersection 
with Kcrwi11 Hill Road a11d Ladeau Roat.I, a distance of approximately 4,975 feel. 

2. Bradley llill Road is improved and privately maimained with l)tle travel la11e from Powers 
l{tmd lu the driveway of the properly owned by Ellen Kitchel (641 l3rnt.lky Hill Roacl), a 
disla11ce of aµprnximalcly J ,725 feet. · 
Bradley Hill Road is unimprnvcd anc.l unnrninlai11etl from the tlriveway of the property owncJ 
hy Ellen Kitchel ((>41 Bradley I lill Roat.I) Lo the intersection with Kerwin Hill Roacl and 
Ladeau Ru.id, a <lislancc of approximately 1,250 feel. 

11. The unimproved portion of Drat.lley JJill Road is overgrown with vegelation. has•,: not been 
used as a i-oat.l for many years, a11d is used exlensively for rcL:realional purposes as a trail for 
hiking, 111ou11tai11 biking, horseback riding, cross counlry skiing, s11owshoeiug and similar 
llSCS. 

5. The unimproved portio11 of JJrndlcy I !ill Roat.I is a signifil:ant scenic and environmental 
!'<.:source. 

(, . The unimpruvl:d portion of Bradley Hill Roat.I is not safely usable by normal mutori7.cd 
vchidcs . 

7 . The rH5rlh end of the uniinprovcu portio11 of Bradley Hill Road is characterized hy a Jeep 
gully with a11 i11Lerrnillcnt stream that runs along the cclllerline of the ROW . 
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X. Then: art sto11e walls and fom:es alongside si.;ctions ot· the unimproved portion of Dradley 
llill Road. 

9 . The Vcrr11011l Agency uf Natural Resoun.:cs Deparlmelll of Forests, Parks and Rccrealion 
look 110 pnsi1iu11 011 the proposed n:c.:lassirication. 

Crmdnsio11 

The decision or the Sclectboal"d on any rcdassification of the unimproved portion of Bradley Hill 
Road rro111 the driveway of the property ow11eu hy Ellen Kitchel (641 Drauley llill Roar.I) lo 150 
reel South uf Lile intersection wilh Kerwin Hill Road an<l Lideau Road, a distam.:e of 
approximately 3, l lH) feet, is to he hased on the " ... the public good, necessity and convenience 
of the i11hahita11ts of the municipality ... " The adopted Town Plan includes the following 
language: 

Class 4 roads am town highways that are not maintained for year-roum.l travel. The 
town must replace huger culverts and repair bridges on Class 4 roads, but they are not 
utltcrwise maintained. Landowners whose propcl'ly is accessible hy a Class 4 mad may 
111aintain the mad themselves wilh permission from the Select.board. 

Class 4 rnads form a patl of a long-standing network of trails/tracks user.I for 
recrcatio11al purposes. In the future, some Clnss 4 roads could be upgraded lo Class 3 to 
increase the efficiency and safety of the town's road system or lo allow development in 
suitable areas. Many areas along the western and northern boundaries of Norwich are 
i11acccssihlc from each <Jther without first traveling back lo lhe center of the town. 
Upgrauing or some existing Clnss 4 roads lo Class 3 would create alternative routes for 
c111crgc111:y vehicles and detours if ronds are closcu in major storms. In some cases, Class 
4 roads provide the only access to indiviuual propei-Lies. Careful cunsideralion should be 
given lo the value of Class 4 roads an<l how they may contribute to the ttUality of life of 
Norwich's residents. • 

A lo11g-range plun for future roaus and trails should be prepared a11d updated on a 
regular schedule. 

The polential value of Class 4 roads for recreational trails or fur future i-uads should 
he taken i11to <.:011siJcration before any reclassification or change in these roads. 

Bradley I lill Road between the Kitchell property anu Ladeau Road/Kerwin Hill Roa,<l has 1101 
hccn used as a ruad for muny years. It has been, and is being used extensively for recreational 
purposes as a !rail fur hiking, molmlain biking, horseback riding, cr<JSS ~ount~y skiing, 
s11owshocing and similar uses. The Town Plan recognizes the importance of Class 4 Roads as 
recreational resources and also recognizes the importance of maintaining the ROW for future 
ruad uses . Mai1y Class 4 ruads provide benefits to the community, such as trails a11J tracks used 
ror recreation purposes. 

Because or the perioJ of development when Norwich's roads were laid out, roads exist along the 
valleys am.J n111 as fingers from the village center. This has created a number of dead end roads 
with access from only one direction. In lhc case of a flood lhal washes out bridges or culverts, or 
a windstorm that causes road blockage, access lo areas such as Bradley Hill Road could be 
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severely rcstriL:lcd or eliminated for emergency vehicles. This would limit the ability of the fire 
1.kparllllc11l lo rcsp11t1d lu a slruclure fire and illcrcase risk of Ii re allc..l property damage. The same 
is I rue for mtdical emergencies such as hcarl allacks where quick response and early int.erve11liu11 
is ct i tic al. 

Al some t irnc in Lile futme it may be ill the public inlcrcst lo upgrade Bradley Hill Road lo 
provi<le a11 alternative access lo lhe clevelopc<l portion of Bradley Hill Road. Redassifying the 
Class 4 roa<l to a trail maintains the ex.isling ROW an<l would not prevent this modification in the 
future. 111 a<l<lition, reclassifying the road c:1s a trail gives the Town (through its Scleclboard) 
considerably 111ore authority on regulating the uses of the ROW. The Selec..:tboard could limit or 
prohibit unnecessary vehicular traffic, thus maintaining Lhe ROW ill the condicion il is now in 
and preserving il for use as a trail. Reclassifying Bradley Hill Road from a Class 4 road lo a trail 
docs 11ul prcve11l the Scleclboard from grnntiug permission for the conslruclion of a driveway, 
consistent with adopled standards, for access to abutting property where there is no other 
reasonable access. 

111 su111111ary, there seem lo be very few, ir auy, negatives to reclassifying the unimproved portion 
of Bradley Hill l{oac.l from a Class 4 Road to a Trail and many positives. ll is the conclusion uf 
lhc Seledho;ml that the public good, necessity and convenience of the i11habitants of the Town of 
Norwid1 is best served by reclassifying lhc: unimproved purlion of Dradlcy Hill Roa<l from a 
Class 4 li!.oad Ill a Trail. 

Ucdsiun 

The u11i111proved portion uf Bradley Hill Road from just north of lhe driveway of the properly 
owned by Ellen Kitchel (641 Bradley Hill Road) lo 150 feet South of the intersection with 
Kerwin Hill Road and Ludcau Road, a distance of approximately 3,100 feet, is reclassified from 
a Class 4 Roa<l lo a Trail effective on August 15, 2001 . 

For lite Norwii..:11 Sclccthoar<l 

\\\~~~ 
Neil R. Fulton 
Chair 

Date of dcdsiun - June 12, 200 I. 
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