
District 3 CERTIFICATE OF HIGHWAY MILEAGE 
YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY JO, 2010 

Fill out form, make and file copy with the Town Clerk, and mail ORIGINAL, before February 20, 2010 to: 
Vermont Agency of Transportation, Division of Planning, Outreach and Community Affairs, One National Life 
Drive, Montpelier, VT 05633. 

We, the members of the legislative body of LUDLOW in WINDSOR County 

on an oath state that the mileage of highways, according to Vermont Statutes Annotated, Title 19, Section 305, 
added 1985, is as follows: 

PART I- CHANGES _TOTALS-Please fill in and calculate totals. 

Town 
Highways 

Previous 
Mileage 

Added 
Mileage 

Subtracted 
Mileage Total Scenic 

Highways 
................... 111, .. ,.r ....................... r ........................ r ......................... r ....................... r ................... . 
Class 1 0.000 0.000 

Class 1 Lane 0.000 

Class 2 4.090 4.09 0.000 

Class 3 49.29 .33 48.96 0.000 

State Highway 11 .817 11.817 0.000 

Class4 3.46 3.46 0.000 

Legal Trail 0.00 

Total 65.197 .33 64.867 0.000 

* Mileage for Class 1 Lane, Class 4, and Legal Trail classifications is NOT included in total. 

PART II - INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES SHOWN ABOVE. 

1. NEW HIGHWAYS: Please attach Selectmen 's "Certificate of Completion and Opening". 

2. DISCONTINUED: Please attach SIGNED copy of proceedings (minutes of meeting). 

Town Highway #16 Ranta Road - .33 miles 

3. RECLASSIFIED/REMEASURED: Please attach SIGNED copy of proceedings (minutes of meeting). 

4. SCENIC HIGHWAYS: Please attach a copy of order designating/discontinuing Scenic Highways. 

IF THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN MILEAGE: Check box and sign below. { J 

PART III - SIGNATURES - PLEASE SIGN. 

Selectmen/ Aldermen/ Trustees Signatures: 

T/CIV Clerk Signature: Date Filed: 

Please sign ORIGINAL and return it for Transportation signature. 

AGENCY OF TRANSPORTATION APPROVAL: Signed copy will be returned to TICIV Clerk. 

APPROVED: ~-- DATE: 57??/Zc>--P 
Represe lative,Agencyo/ransportatio"; 
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community Attairs D1v1s1on 
Vermont Statutes Annotated 

19 V.S.A. § 305. Measurement and inspection 

§ 305. Measurement and inspection 

(a) After reasonable notice to the selectboard, a representative of the agency may measure and inspect the class 1, 2, and 3 town 
highways in each town to verify the accuracy of the records on file with the agency. Upon request, the selectboard or their 
designee shall be pennitted to accompany the representative of the agency during the measurement and inspection. The agency 
shall notify the town when any highway, or portion of a highway, does not meet the standards for its assigned class. If the town 
fails, within one year, to restore the highway or p01iion of the highway to the accepted standard, or to reclassify, or to 
discontinue, or develop an acceptable schedule for restoring to the accepted standards, the agency for purposes of 
apportionment under section 306 of this title shall deduct the affected mileage from that assigned to the town for the particular 
class of the road in question. 

(b) Annually, on or before February 10, the selectboard shall file with the town clerk a sworn statement of the description and 
measurements of all class 1, 2, 3, and 4 town highways and trails then in existence, including any special designation such as a 
throughway or scenic highway. When class 1, 2, 3, or 4 town highways, trails, or unidentified conidors are accepted, 
discontinued, or reclassified, a copy of the proceedings shall be filed in the town clerk's office and a copy shall be forwarded to 
the agency. 

(c) All class 1, 2, 3, and 4 town highways and trails shall appear on the town highway maps by July 1, 2015. 

( d) At least 45 days prior to first including a town highway or trail that is not clearly observable by physical evidence of its use 
as a highway or trail and that is legally established prior to February 10, 2006 in the sworn statement required under subsection 
(b) of this section, the legislative body of the municipality shall provide written notice and an opportunity to be heard at a duly 
warned meeting of the legislative body to persons owning lands through which a highway or trail passes or abuts . 

( e) The agency shall not accept any change in mileage until the records required to be filed in the town clerk's office by this 
section are received by the agency. A request by a municipality to the agency for a change in mileage shall include a description 
of the affected highway or trail, a copy of any surveys of the affected highway or trail, 1ninutes of meetings at which the 
legislative body took action with respect to the changes, and a cunent town highway map with the requested deletions and 
additions sketched on it. A survey shall not be required for class 4 town highways that are legally established prior to February 
10, 2006. All records filed with the agency are subject to verification in accordance with subsection (a) of this section. 

( f) The selectboard of any town who are aggrieved by a finding of the agency concerning the measurement, description or 
classification of a town highway may appeal to the transportation board by filing a notice of appeal with the executive secretary 
of the transportation board. 

(g) The agency shall provide each town with a map of all of the highways in that town together with the mileage of each class 
1, 2, 3, and 4 highway, as well as each trail, and such other information as the agency deems appropriate . 

Excerpt of 19 VS.A. § 305 - Measurement and inspection from Vermont Statutes Online located at -
http://www. leg. state. vt. us/ sta tu tes/fullsecti on. c fm ?Title= 19 &Chapter=0 0 3 &S ection=00 3 0 5 

12/29/2009 
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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Howard Barton, Chairman 
Douglas Ficken 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
John Neal 

STAFF PRESENT: 
Frank Heald 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

PRELIMINARY MINUTES 

TOWN OF LUDLOW 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

REGULAR MEETING 

December 7, 2009 

Brett Sanderson Bruce Schmidt 

Jeff Billings 
George Fairchild 

Britta Galimi 
Ted Reeves 

Ron Tarbell 
Michelle Stinson (LPC-TV) 

1. Call to Order 

A. Chairman Howard Barton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. All members present, except 
John Neal. 

2. Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings 

A. Howard Barton advised that the minutes to be approved are from the regular meeting of 
November 2, 2009. 

B. MOTION by Bruce Schmidt and seconded by Doug Ficken to approve the minutes from the 
regular meeting of November 2, 2009 as presented. Motion passed unanimously. 

3. Comments from Citizens 

A. There were none. 

4. Discuss and Approve 2010 Ludlow Transfer Station Rates 

A. George Fairchild referred to the draft rate schedule that was included in the packets. He said that 
one change that he would suggest would be to lower the rate for brush from $.10 to $.05. He said 
that brush is very heavy and a small 8' pick-up truckload could weigh as much as 400-500 
pounds. The fee may be a burden for some residents. 

B. Howard Barton asked what the previous charge was. 



Board of Selectmen 
Preliminary Meeting Minutes 
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Page 2 of 8 

C. George Fairchild said that this was the first year they had charged for brush. They started to 
charge for brush because of the larger loads that were coming in that were probably not 
residential. The fee reduced those large loads. 

D. Howard Barton suggested $.05 for residential and $.IO for commercial. 
E. George Fairchild said that some of the commercial trucks do not have names on them and it is 

hard to tell which trucks are residential and which are commercial. 
F. Frank Heald said the brush could go into C&D for $.07. 
G. Bruce Schmidt said that they just bought a new chipper and there are always labor costs to 

consider. He has not heard any complaints about the fee. He suggested going to $.07. 
H. Brett Sanderson agreed with $.07. 
I. George Fairchild advised that there are also new fees for microwaves and fire extinguishers. He 

said that the Northeast group has started charging because of the labor involved. Microwaves 
need to be recycled with the electronic equipment and fire extinguishers need to be decompressed 
and empties. 

J. Howard Barton noted that the holiday schedule remained the same. 
K. Brett Sanderson asked about the number of people who came in the day after Thanksgiving. 
L. George Fairchild said only 15. 
M. Brett Sanderson said it really is not justifiable as a holiday. 
N. Howard Barton said that holidays should be advertised in the papers. 
0. George Fairchild said they will continue to go through Christmas week, Saturday through 

Thursday. He will ask Pam Cruickshank to put the holiday schedule in the papers. 
P. Bruce Schmidt said they should also advertise on LPC-TV. 
Q. MOTION by Brett Sanderson and seconded by Bruce Schmidt to approve the Transfer 

Station fee schedule with changes as discussed. Motion passed unanimously. 

5. Board of Liquor Control 
A. Howard Barton advised that the application is for The Outback of Ludlow and has been approved 

by Chief Billings. 
B. Frank Heald said that everything is in order. 
C. Bruce Schmidt noted that there is no entertainment listed. 
D. MOTION by Bruce Schmidt and seconded by Doug Ficken to approve the Liquor License 

for The Outback of Ludlow. Motion passed unanimously. 

6. Consider Economic Development District Resolution 

A. Frank Heald said that there are actually two things that are on a parallel basis. The first is the 
formation of the East Central Vermont Economic Development District. This would have no cost 
to the town, but would put the region in line to comprehensive economic development strategies. 
The second is a memo from Larry Meline from Weathersfield that would provide access for 
money for loans to residents for clean energy projects that could be repaid over 20 years. He 
would like to discuss the second one at the next meeting. 

B. MOTION by Doug Ficken and seconded by Bruce Schmidt to approve and sign the 
Economic Development District Resolution. Motion passed unanimously. 

7. Receive and Act on Errors and Omissions Report from the Ludlow Board of Listers 

A. Howard Barton noted that there were five properties listed. 
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B. Frank Heald advised that the listers have to have this done by the end of the month. 
C. MOTION by Bruce Schmidt and seconded by Brett Sanderson to accept the report as 

presented. 
D. Howard Barton noted that snowmaking equipment and lifts are tax-exempt. 
E. Frank Heald said there is a state law that is about 25 years old. 
F. Motion passed unanimously. 

8. Stearns Pit Lease 

A. Frank Heald noted that this was discussed at the last meeting and a committee was formed to 
further discuss it. Okemo requested a lower lease rate and shortened lease period. The lease 
amount was $63,900 and Okemo is requesting that this year the lease be reduced to $50,000. In 
the past, the lease has run from November I st through April 30111• This year, Okemo would like to 
lease the lot from December I st through March 31 st• The committee met with Ted Reeves and 
agreed to $60,000.00. 

B. MOTION by Doug Ficken and seconded by Brett Sanderson to approve the lease at $60,000 
and to authorize Howard Barton, the chairman of the board to sign. Motion passed. 

9. Receive and Act on Ranta Road Discontinuance 

A. Howard Barton advised that this was discussed at the last meeting. He asked if the town is giving 
up a portion of the road, how would this affect the certificate of highway mileage. 

B. Frank Heald said that he thinks it was taken off in 1998. He will check and if it was not taken off, 
it can be taken off in February when the next certificate is signed. He said that there are two parts 
to what needs to be done. First, they must confirm and sign the document that discontinues the 
road. Second, they may act on his memo to establish protocols for the gate and road. 

C. Howard Barton asked where the property description was obtained. 
D. Frank Heald said the description was developed by David Rose and signed in November. 
E. Howard Barton asked if the town was paid for the property it gave up. 
F. Frank Heald said there was no indication in the minutes that the town was paid anything. There 

was discussion about it and bike and pedestrian path easements. There have been largely 
accomplished by the ORB conditions on the Jackson Gore project. 

G. MOTION by Doug Ficken and seconded by Brett Sanderson to approve and sign the 
discontinuance of the portion of Ranta Road from the intersection of Okemo Ridge Road 
north approximately 1,700 feet. Motion passed. Bruce Schmidt abstained. 

H. Frank Heald said that looking back at the records, Ranta Road is a dead end road, and there are 
precedents for dead end roads. The road from the cul-de-sac to Okemo Ridge Road is not much 
more than a path and to run a plow truck up there is not an ideal situation. The town is not 
anxious to spend any more money on the road. It can be used for emergencies. He proposes 
entering into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Okemo to use the cul-de-sac for 
turning around. Okemo would keep the road open to the cul-de-sac. In the past, Okemo has had 
sleigh and tractor rides up there. If they use the road, they would come to the town, much like 
Side Hill Cronchers, to use it. The town would put a lock on the gate and keys would go to the 
highway department, 3 emergency services and on copy to an Okemo designee. 

I. Bruce Schmidt asked about the bridge. 
J. Frank Heald said it would probably be the town' s responsibility. 
K. Ted Reeves said that in emergency situations, when DART comes, Okemo sends people out via 

Ranta Road. He wanted that to be in the records. 
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L. MOTION by Brett Sanderson and seconded by Doug Ficken to authorize Frank Heald to 
develop a protocol for use of the road and gate as discussed in his memorandum. Motion 
passed. Bruce Schmidt abstained. 

10. Department Head Reports 

A. Howard Barton noted that all reports are in. 

11. FY 2011 Budget Workshop 

A. Frank Heald advised that the first draft went out and he included a side-by-side analysis of the 
department increases with and without the armory capital project. Phase II of the Environmental 
Study is largely done and there are some lead dust issues, but for $85,000, the town should 
proceed with the purchase. If the voters don't approve the bond, we will proceed to spend the 
money to close the buildings and drain the water. We can wait until later to fix up the buildings. 
The only issue would be how to deal with the $85,000 if the voters say no. The report shows the 
expenses and revenues and the amount to raise in taxes for 2011 , along with the budget for 20 I 0 
and the increases of 2011 over 20 I 0. The articles are included at the bottom. The is a decrease of 
$6,000 because there is no request from the after school program. There is an increase of $10,000 
for a request from the cemetery commissioners. The budget without the armory would give 
approximately an increase of 3.2% over last year. With the armory, the increase would be about 
7.0% over last year. 

B. Police Department 
i. Jeff Billings said that the only big change is that they will not be purchasing a new 

cruiser in FY201 l. They need to replace the camera equipment in the vehicles. 
ii. Frank Heald said the collective bargaining agreement is coming up this year. We have 

used 4% as an estimate. 
iii. Howard Barton asked when the contract is up. 
iv. Jeff Billings said June 30,2010. 
v. Howard Barton asked about the dispatcher overtime amount. 
vi. Frank Heald said that under the current agreement, full time employees get to bid on the 

work, including OT and most of the OT goes to full time employees and their costs are 
higher. 

vii. Howard Barton said that $40,000 in OT is quite a bit. 
viii. Bruce Schmidt noted that it is up from $36,000. He asked about the computer system. 
ix. Jeff Billings said it is NCIC equipment about it is up about $1,000. It is state mandated 

and we have no choice. 
x. Bruce Schmidt said that he would like to see closer estimates on the cameras and asked 

if it is absolutely necessary to purchase all of them at one time. 
x1. Jeff Billings said they would get a better deal if they purchased all 3 at one time. They 

will cost about $4,000 to $5,000 each. They have money in the safety account to cover 
the overage. It is imperative that these be purchased. He only has one unit working at 
this time and the newest one is not working at all. The state gave us the other two a 
while ago for a project we did and they are antiquated and it is hard to find repair parts 
for them. 

xii . Howard Barton noted that the only other increase is in salaries and insurance. 
xiii. Jeff Billings said that he tried to keep it pretty much in line. 
xiv. Bruce Schmidt asked what the actual amount spent this year is. 
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xv. Frank Heald said that the equipment budget for FY09 was $8,000 and $4,700 was spent. 
They budgeted $7,500 this year. 

xvi. Jeff Billings said they would be getting a new copier. 
xvii. Frank Heald said the actual for 2008 was $6,650. 
xviii. Howard Barton said they purchased the radios in 2009. 
xix. Jeff Billings said that came from the public safety fund. 
xx. Bruce Schmidt said that looking back over the last few years, they have not been 

spending the budgeted amounts. He would like to see closer budgeting. 
xxi. Frank Heald said that Utilities in 2008 was budgeted at $6500. 
xxu. Bruce Schmidt noted there was not enough in Building Repairs. 
xxiii. Frank Heald noted that it appears that expenses for Uniform Cleaning may have been 

misallocated and put into Uniforms. The actual amount for Uniforms was over in 2009. 
C. Highway Department 

i. Frank Heald advised that the projected increase for the highway department is 1.2%. He 
noted that the cost of streetlights has increased because the allocation between the town 
and village needed to be changed and the white lights seem to be more expensive than 
the yellow ones. 

ii. Howard Barton asked about a grant that would have been due tomorrow. 
iii. Frank Heald said he did not know about it, but had applied for a grant for lights at the 

armory and regional offered us LEDs for the traffic lights. 
iv. Howard Barton asked why there was a decrease in insurance. 
v. Frank Heald said that there was a change in personnel going from family to single. 
v1. Howard Barton asked about health insurance. 
vii. Frank Heald said that last year some people went to the Health Savings Accounts. This 

year the League re-priced the rates for those accounts and they went up 20%. The 
traditional rates went up 6-7% and we are at about 10-12% increase. The traditional 
rates were more accurately priced. At this point, everything should be priced correctly. 
Even with the increases, the HSAs are still less expensive. 

viii. Bruce Schmidt noted that they had to be re-priced this year, what will happen next year. 
Will they have to be re-priced again? 

ix. Frank Heald said the premiums are still less expensive than traditional rates. 
x. Frank Heald advised that the Highway Department would need to replace a tandem truck 

in FY2011, with payments beginning in FY2012. That truck will cost about $195,000. 
He added that they had shuffled the green pick up truck from the wastewater department 
and it is at the end of its life. They will need to get a pick up truck in addition to the 
tandem. That will also be purchased in FY201 l, with payments beginning in FY2012. 
There is also $40,000 in the capital budget for repairs to the retaining walls at Dorsey 
that was caused by the unstable conditions. They will need to cut trees by the Pike red 
house, put in stone and line the ditch. The bank is eroding from in back of Pike's house 
to Howard Barton, Sr. 's house. He added that the Dorsey Bridge needs to be fixed. The 
engineering estimate is about $280,000 and we may be able to get up to $175,000 from 
the state. We can finance the balance of$105,000 over 5 years. He continued, advising 
that the Walker Street Bridge will also need some repairs. The entrance and exit 
radiuses don't meet state standards, but that does not have to be done now. There is 
some scouring on the pier and the estimate to repair that is about $45,000. We may be 
able to get up to 90% of that from the state. 

xi. Howard Barton asked how long we keep trucks. 
xii. Ron Tarbell said about lOyears for the tandem and 7-8 years for other trucks. 
xiii. Howard Barton asked Frank Heald about Manchester dropping the League insurance and 

getting insurance from another source. 
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xiv. Frank Heald said they are switching carriers for $30,000. They have staff of similar size 
to ours. They have not participated in the leadership program and have not gotten 
rebates as we have. You can't go in and out of the League programs, as there are time 
limits for reentry into their program. My sense is that the blend will be about 10-11 %. 

xv. Bruce Schmidt asked when the League will realize that they have to do more to help the 
towns. 

xvi. Frank Heald said that his sense is that that have done a pretty good job containing costs. 
xvii. Bruce Schmidt said there were significant increases a couple of years ago. Then last 

year, they started the HSAs and now there is a big increase in those rates. The increase 
has been 35% over the last few years. 

xviii. Frank Heald said that as he reads the market, all medical insurance rates have 
experienced high inflation. 

xix. Bruce Schmidt asked about self-insuring. 
xx. Frank Heald said not with only 35 employees. You would need at least 50 people and 

need to have comparable coverage. At present there are really only 3 companies: 
CIGNA, MVP and Blue Cross. MVP does not have much of a presence in this area. 

xxi. Bruce Schmidt said that he does not see much other change in the highway budget. The 
biggest item is the tandem truck. 

xxii. Howard Barton said the board would have to review all proposed Capital purchases and 
see if any can be cut. They may need to whittle some items out. 

xxiii. Frank Heald said you still have to remember to keep up services. 
xxiv. Howard Barton said that Buildings and Grounds does not include the armory. They 

would have to add $84,000. There would be another FT person, about $30,000 for 
utilities and $10,000 for supplies. It would be $94,000 more than last year. 

xxv. Bruce Schmidt asked about the tank barn. 
xxv1. Frank Heald said the tank barn would be a triple net lease. 
xxvii. Howard Barton said that they will discuss the budget at their next meeting on January 4, 

2010, but if anyone has any questions or comments, please contact Frank Heald. 

12. Other Business 

A. Dorsey Park 
i. Doug Ficken asked the status of the repairs at Dorsey Park. 
ii. Frank Heald said they have an email assuring us that they will fix the drainage issues. 

He has had two surveys done to make sure there is no settling. He will have another one 
done in the spring. He is in ongoing discussions with the League regarding the 
insurance settlement on the upper end. 

iii. Bruce Schmidt asked who will determine when it is fixed properly. 
1v. Frank Heald said it would need to be a collaborative effort. They will have to decide in 

the spring when to do the repairs. They need the field to play softball. 
v. Bruce Schmidt asked when do we press Homestead harder. 
vi. Frank Heald asked if the board wants to sue them. 
vii. Bruce Schmidt asked if an email is enough. We should have our people in there. We 

are all frustrated and this has been going on too long. 
viii. Doug Ficken asked how it would be fixed. Would they crown it? 
ix. Frank Heald said they need to fix the low spots. 
x. Doug Ficken asked if that would leave a hump in the center. 
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B. 

C. 

D. 

xi. 

XII. 

xiii. 

XIV. 

xv. 
xvi. 

Audit 
i. 

ii. 

Frank Heald said they would bring it back to grade and sod. They were to have re
sodded the field and we put too much faith in Homestead. He thinks they will fix it and 
make the field playable. 
Howard Barton said we need to decide the best time to fix it. 
Frank Heald said it should be fixed in the spring and sodded. Then allow the summer 
for the sod to grow. We may need to play softball somewhere else in the summer. 
Bruce Schmidt would like to see them wait until after June 12th when the girls finish 
softball. 
Brett Sanderson said it is best to lay the sod in the spring or fall. 
Howard Barton said something will have to be worked out between Frank Heald, the 
schools and the recreation department. 

Frank Heald advised that there is a copy of the draft of the auditors' report in the 
packets. There is nothing they need to focus on and the report looks good. The auditors 
will come to a meeting if the board wants them to. 
Howard Barton said that would not be necessary. Ifwe have any questions, we will get 
them to Frank Heald. 

iii. Frank Heald said as soon as possible because the auditors need to finalize and publish 
the report. 

Transfer Station Wall 
1. Frank Heald advised that a wall is leaning where they put the containers. It needs to be 

fixed. George Fairchild and Ron Tarbell got two prices for the repairs and there are over 
$9,500. We did not think it would run so high. 

ii. Bruce Schmidt said to bid it out. The board agreed. 
iii. Frank Heald said they need to dig back and there is a fair amount of work. They need an 

excavator and skilled operator. 
iv. Brett Sanderson said they need to put in a grid and compact it. 
West Hill Skating 
i. Frank Heald referred to a memo from Howie Paul regarding ice-skating at West Hill. 

He is suggesting discontinuing the program. The schools have decided to go to Jackson 
Gore and the town spends about $10,000 to prepare and maintain the program at West 
Hill. Howie Paul suggests making the skates available to the students and selling the 
Zamboni. 

ii. Doug Ficken asked what the revenue was last year. 
iii . Frank Heald said $822.00 
iv. There was a consensus among board members to discontinue the program. 

E. Worksite Wellness Program 
1. Frank Heald showed a picture of the staff receiving the Worksite Wellness Golden 

award for 2009. Pam Cruickshank has been the leader of the efforts and she and a 
couple of other employees will attend the awards ceremony. He is proud of their 
accomplishments and they continue to make good progress. 

ii. Bruce Schmidt said the program encourages people to be healthier and promotes 
workplace safety. 

13. Set Date for January Meeting 

A. Next meeting is scheduled for January 4, 2010. 



Board of Selectmen 
Preliminary Meeting Minutes 

14. Sign Warrant Orders 

A. Warrant orders have been signed. 

15. Possible Executive Session - Legal 

A. Frank Heald said that an Executive session is needed. 
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B. MOTION by Brett Sanderson and seconded by Bruce Schmidt to enter into Executive 
Session. Motion passed unanimously. 

C. Board entered into Executive Session at 8:45 p.m. 
D. Board exited Executive Session at 9: 15 p.m. 
E. MOTION by Bruce Schmidt and seconded by Brett Sanderson to Authorize the Vermont 

League of Cities and Towns property and casualty Inter-municipal fund to settle, on the 
town's behalf, all claims brought in the matter of William Enos vs Richard King, Civil case 
No 2:08-cv-208, United States District Court for the District Vermont {and as thereafter 
amended), provided that the town's share of any settlement is limited to its deductible of 
$500 and provided further that it be expressly understood that by agreeing to a settlement 
the town admits no liability of any sort and is agreeing to a settlement for the purpose of 
avoiding protracted and expensive litigation. Motion passed unanimously. 

16. Adjourn 

A. 

B. 

MOTION by Doug Ficken and seconded by Brett Sanderson to adjourn. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
Meeting adjourned at 9: 16 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisha Klaiber 

Howard Barton, Jr., Chairman 

Doug Ficken 

John Neal 

Brett Sanderson 

Bruce Schmidt 
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North School - The Talk of the Town 
BY BARBARA KENDALL 

The Shopper 
I attended my first ever School Board meeting on Tuesday, 

September 8, 2009. I didn't know what to expect and was 
rather intimidated by all the suits around me. 

I paid close attention to everything that was said. However, 
in looking over my notes after the meeting I realized one topic 
has dominated the meeting and had kept my pen flying across 
the paper ofmy notebook: North School. 

North School is located in North Springfield. It's been 
closed down for several years. The playground and soccer 
field however, are used on just about a daily basis by North 
Springfield and Springfield residents. 

The school board has talked in the past about selling the 
school and property. As you can imagine there are several 
residents in both towns that disagree with this proposal. They 
fear that the school will be destroyed and the land will be 
developed taking away the only recreation area - to the best of 
my knowledge - that North Springfield has. 

The property forthe school and recreation area were donated 
years ago by Carl Parker and his family. The school was built in 
1909 and celebrates its centennial this year. 

Jean Willard and a group pf eight others collectively known 
as the North School Recreation Park Project Committee have 
fought to preserve the integrity ofNorth School as a whole. The 
building itself has recently been used by the school district for 
storage. They do allow Jean and her group permission every so 
often to open the school up for tours. · 

The town of Springfield and the Parks and Recreation 
Department over the years have maintained the grounds of 
the school. The cost to maintain the grounds and other bills 
incurred by North School it was agreed need to be looked into 
as no one at the time could come up with a figure. 

The school board agreed that it would like to see North 
School and its recreation areas kept in tact but that the board 
was not prepared to put any money into doing so. Larry Kraft 
pointed out that, "the school board in not in the business of 
owning property. We're hear to educate our children." 

According to North School committee member Edwin 
Fransen a representative from the Vermont Division of Histori
cal Preservation has visited North School. That representative 
stated that the school would qualify for historical preservation 
grants and status but not while owned by the school board. 

The logical solution then seems to be selling or donating 

North School and its property to the town of North Springfield 
or Springfield with the stipulation that the building be deemed 
a historical landmark and the recreational areas remain as is. 
Fransen said that the town wants no part of the schoolhouse or 
the land. The town would consider taking over the playground 
and upper field thus splitting the property in two. 

Jeanice Garfield of the school board suggested that the 
North School committee apply for non-profit status and look 
into buying the building and property themselves. 

The North School committee hold meetings on the first 
Monday of each month. The meeting is held at the garage-sized 
concrete building to the east side of the schoolhouse. They start 
promptly at 6:30 pm and anyone is welcome to attend. 

North School is clearly not without options. It's also clear 
that it at some point will be sold in order to survive. The ques
tion is ... to whom? 

TOWN OF LUDLOW 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

FOR ABANDONMENT OF PORTION OF 
A TOWN HIGHWAY 

Fall Mountain Breaks Scoring Drought 
The Board of Selectmen for the Town of Ludlow, 

Vermont will conduct a site review and Public Hearing 
pursuant to the requirements of V.S.A. Title 19, §709, 
for the purposes of abandoning a portion of a Town 
highway. 

By Mike Martel THE 
SHOPPER 

ALSTEAD - In spite 
of the year's first cold snap, 
the Fall Mountain faithful 
turned out in force to cheer 
on their beloved Wildcats. 
Unfortunately, the team's 
grit came up short, as they 
fell to the undefeated New
found Bears 35-7. 

Behind first-year coach, 
Frank B!own, the Wildcats 
played a tenuous first quarter 
fraught with what became a 
recurrent theme throughout 
the game: frequent and 
often untimely penalties. 
Although Fall Mountain 
managed to keep the Bears 
off the board in the first 
quarter, · Newfound's first 
touchdown, a Kris MacLean 
quarterback keeper two 
minutes into the second 
quarter, was in large part set 
up by a Wildcat illegal pro
cedure while punting, which 
placed the Bears at Fall 
Mountain's 38-yard line. 
The Bears' offense, which 
initially struggled against the 

PHOTO PROVIDED 

eventually gained rhythm, 
as Calvin Leach and Shan
non Tucker increasingly 
wore out Fall Mountain's 
outside defenses. Despite 
an impressive defensive 

game from Patrick Mur
ray, the Bears scored five 
touchdowns, four of which 
by Leach and Tucker. 

The Wildcats struggled 
most on offense, where 
numerous Wildcat's penal
ties stalled many of the 
Wildcat's drives. Such was 
the Wildcats' game: explo
sive yet too often implosive. 
Not only did an offensive 
penalty lead to the Bears' 
first touchdown, numeroµs 
short-yard penalties consis
tently pushed the Wildcats 
back, negating momentum 
gain by the hard-nosed run
ning duo of Patrick Murray 
and Eric Bentley. At times, 

Fall Mountain did show 
signs oflast season's playoff 
caliber play, puncturing the 
Bears' defense in intense 
spurts. Initiated by Kevin 
Plummer's end-zone inter
ception, Fall Mountain's 
lone touchdown drive went 
eighty yards, as led by 
sophomore quarterback Eric 
Vose' keen management and 
capped off by Eric Bentley's 
six-yard touchdown run 
- the team's first of the 
season. 

Still without a win, the 
Wildcats' season doesn't get 
any easier next week, as the 
team hosts undefeated How 
on Friday. 

The right-of-way to be abandoned is a portion 
of Town Highway No. I 6, known as Ranta Road, 
beginning with the Okemo Ridge Road, then 
progressing in a northerly direction along the right-of
way a distance of approximately one thousand, seven 
hundred feet ( 1,700'). This public hearing is to ratify 
the abandonment of the town highway and documents 
started in I 998. 

The Board will conduct a site review of the project 
location at 12:00 P.M. on Monday, November 2, 2009. 
A public.hearing will be held in the Ludlow Town Hall 
conference room at 7:00 P.M .. Interested persons who 
wish to attend the site review should meet at the Town 
Hall at I I :30 A.M. on that date. 

Persons wishing to participate may do so in person, 
be represented by an agent or attorney, or in writing to 
the Board. Written communication about the hearing 
should be filed with the Board either prior to, or 
during; the hearing. 

Bruce Schmidt 
Board Clerk 

Offering the Skills Today's Employers Are Looking For! 

RIVER VAU.E~lC:AL CENTER 

"l:,.(Ji,t:ati g :J'odt1,'f":\' Students For T<.>ttWtt·ow\: Cayeen1.·~ 

ADULT EDUCATION DIVISION 

Course Days Times Cost 

• Digital Photography & Photoshop Fundamentals ... ..... .. ......... .. . Mon & Wed, Oct 5 - Nov 4 .... .. ..... ................ 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM ........ ................ $200 

• Website Development for Beginners ....... ......... .. .................. ........... Wednesdays, Oct 7 - Nov 11 ..... ................... 4:00 PM· 6:00 PM .... ... ...... ........... $l25 

• Computer Repair Workshop ............................ · .. ..... ..... .... ... ............ .. . Saturdays, Oct 10 & 17 ................. ................ 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM ....................... $65 

• Introduction to Microsoft Word in the Workplac ........ ....... ... .... Mon & Wed, Oct 12- Oct 21 .. .... ..... ........ ..... 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM ... .... .. ......... ........ $85 

• American Sign Language ......................... ... .... .... . ...... .... ... ....... Tuesdays, Oct 22- Nov 24 .. .. ........ .... ... .. ...... 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM ........... $150 + Book 

• Intermediate Microsoft Word in the Workplace .......................... Mon & Wed, Oct. 26 - Nov. 4 ............... ........ 6:00 PM· 8:00 PM ................. ......... $85 

• Advanced Microsoft Word Functions & Techni,_1ues .................. Mon & Wed, Nov. 11-Nov. 18 .... ................ 6:00 PM· 8:00 PM .. .. ... .. .... ... ... ... .. .. $85 

Closed courses will be off red again soon. Call today to get your name on the waiting list! 
For more information, call 802-885-8315 

Or, isit RVTC.ORG (click on CONTINUING EDUCATION) 
307 South Street, Springfield, VT 05156 

Space ls Limited. Sign Up Today! 
~ Wildcat's defensive front, 

~ 
(S ~holarships Are Available Based on Need) 

r.-
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Portion of Ranta Road (T.H.16) 
To Be Discontinued 

This survey was conducted in accordance with the Rules of the Board 
of Land surveyors, Part 5, Standards for the Practice of Land SUrveying. 
It is based on deed descriptions, map references listed, and physical evidence 
found in the field. It is conslstent with this information to the best of my 
knowledge and belief unless otherwise noted. 

11/9/09 
David N. Rose VT LS. 6':il Date 

..... _____ _ ____ ,__ 
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SITE LOCATION 
SCALE: 1" = 3000' 

Map References 

1) "SUbdlvislon Plan Jackson Gore Project For Okemo I.LC', prepared by Bruno Associates Inc. 
P.C. dated 3/24/04, revised 5/27/04, recorded in the Ludlow Land Records Map Slide 178C. 

2) "Parcel of Land In Ludlow, Wlndsor County, Vermont To Be Conveyed By: The State of 
Vermont, To: Okemo Mountain Inc.", prepared by Bruno Associates Inc., P.C. dated 7/3/00, 
recorded in the Ludlow Land Records Map Slide #151B. 

3) "ALTNASCM Land Tltle survey Jackson Gore Project In Ludlow, Windsor County, Vermont 
For Jackson Gore Development, LlC And Okemo Limited Liability Company", prepared by 
Bruno Associates Inc. P.C. dated 12/10/07, recorded in the Ludlow Land Records Map Slide 
339A. 

Notes;_ 

1} Bearings shown on this plat refer to Vermont Grid North as established by obseivatlons 
using Topcon Hyperiite + GPS receivers from known VT State Plane Coordinates. 
Magnetic Declination(MD)=14°47'±W. Convergence(C) =-0°09'. 

2) The physical evidence shown on this plat is based upon a field survey by Bruno Associates 
Inc., P.C., dated January 9, 2009. 

3) Boundaries are computed from a Nikon DTM 352 Total Station field survey. This survey 
meets accuracy standards for a rural dass survey as established by Part 5 of the Rules of 
the Vermont Board of Land surveyors, effective October 11, 1999. 

4) Property subject to and/or benefited by all easements and right-of-ways of record. 

5) No certification is made regarding the existence or non-existence or the exact location of 
town roads and public or municipal right-of-way as it relates to the property. 

6) The purpose of this survey is to depict the portion of Ranta Road Town Highway #16 to be 
discontinued by the Town of Ludlow. 

BRUNO ASSOCIATES INC. P .C. 
ROUTE 4 EAST, THE MILL P.O. BOX 387 

WOODSTOCK, VERMONT 05091 
(802) 457-3560 
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