
District 7 

Certcode 0306-0 

CERTIFICATE OF HIGHWAY MILEAGE 
YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 10, 2019 

Fill out form, make and file copy with the Town Clerk, and mail ORIGINAL, before February 20, 2019 to: 
Vermont Agency of Transportation, Division of Policy, Planning and Intermodal Development, Mapping Section 
One National Life Drive, Montpelier, VT 05633. 

We, the members of the legislative body of KIRBY in CALEDONIA County 
on an oath state that the mileage of highways, according to Vermont Statutes Annotated, Title 19, Section 305, 
added 1985, is as follows: 

PART I - CHANGES TOTALS-Please fill in and calculate totals. 

Town Previous Added Subtracted Scenic 
Highways Mileage Mileage Mileage Total Highways 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Class 1 0.000 0.000 

Class 2 4.010 L/ -ol 0.000 

Class 3 20.28 ~ to X) . /'i5 0.000 

State Highway 0.967 .0~7 0.000 

Total 25.257 0, tD d-5,/51 0.000 

* Class 1 Lane 0.000 

* Class 4 7.13 '-(. 3 / 0.000 

* Legal Trail 0.00 @,1§ Q.'75 
* Mileage for Class I Lane, Class 4, and Legal Trail classifications are NOT included in total. 

PART II - INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES SHOWN ABOV..,---====-

1. NEW HIGHWAYS: Please attach Selectmen's "Certificate of Completion and Open ng". 
Recei•f;~·;- ,=,~ · ~, 

t .... . ~ ' ~;; 

JA,\J ') <) r; ·q J 
''"" ,J t.~, J',, 

2. DISCONTINUED: Please attach SIGNED copy of proceedings (minutes of meetin ~Policy, P!rinn;n JI -~- .-

-0.10 mi CL3 TH-21 (Ranney Hill Rd) discontinued Devohprr,(,?,.·; . · -- :·· " 
-1.30 mi CL4 TH-19 (Wood Ln) discontinued ' -
-0.54 mi CL4 TH-20 discontinued -0.23 mi CL4 TH-14 (Shirley Ln/Dillon Dr) discontinued 

3. RECLASSIFIED/REMEASURED: Please attach SIGNED copy of proceedings· (minutes of meeting). 
0.75 mi CL4 TH-3 reclassified to Legal Trail (L T-1) 

4. SCENIC HIGHWAYS: Please attach a copy of order designating/discontinuing Scenic Highways. 

IF THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN MILEAGE: Check box and sign below. [ j 

PART III - SIGNATURES - PLEASE SIGN. 

Selectmen/ Aldermen/ Trustees Signatures: 

T/C/V Clerk Signature: Date Filed: /- 7-/1 
Please sign ORIGINAL and return it/or Transportation signature. 

APPROVED: 

Signed copy will be returned to T/C/V Clerk. 

DATE.- 11/0 d&1f 
Representa 
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Alley, Kerry 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hi Wanda, 

Alley, Kerry 
Friday, April 26, 2019 10:31 AM 
Wanda Grant 
Re: Questions regarding the discntinuance of class 4 town highways #4 and #11 

Don't worry about timing. I've already processed the certificate, so any adjustments I make will have to be 
added to next year's certificate and map. This can wait until your road foreman is less busy. Crazy spring! 

Hopefully the maps were finished this week, and have been sent with copies of the certificates ( or will be 
soon), because we won't have the ability to print full sized maps internally after next Monday. 

Thanks for checking in! 

Kerry 

Get Outlook for Android 

From: Wanda Grant <townclerk.kirbyvermont@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2019 10:58:53 AM 
To: Alley, Kerry 
Subject: Re: Questions regarding the discntinuance of class 4 town highways #4 and #11 

Hi Kerry, 

Just wanted to let you know that I have not forgotten about you. Our Road Foreman has been right out straight with 
storm damage and than he had a relative pass away. As soon as he has some time to look at the maps I will get back to 
you. Is there a date that you need this by? 

Wanda Grant 
Kirby Town Clerk 

On Thu, Apr 4, 2019 at 9:02 AM Wanda Grant <townclerk.kirbyvermont@gmail.com> wrote: 
Hi Kerry, 

I only have an answer for you concerning TH #20 at this time. The endpoint should be location A on your map. 

Our Road Foreman has been really busy with roads at this time and has not had time to look over the maps 
closely. Hopefully he will get to it next week. 

As far as surveys, we do not have survey maps of the roads as to when they were laid out. There is probably a 
description in the old records but it would take a considerable amount of digging to try to find them . 

I will get back to you as soon as I have something else to report . 

Wanda Grant 
Kirby Town Clerk 



On Thu, Mar 28, 2019 at 6:29 PM Alley, Kerry <Kerry.Alley@vermont.gov> wrote : 

Hello Wanda, 
A*ac.hMen~: Kirby_iHl4.pc\+ ~rl,y-11-1'2-l.pc\f 

K;rby-THl+_-e,eA.r K~('l?y- L-Tl _~.~ 
~;rby- Ttt 2.0. pcl.r \'.}r~y-\.1 I -S. F,.(:' 

)'.,r~'I _\,..1'\-1). ~+ 
Thanks for returning my call earlier today! I've made some rough maps that I hope will he lp illustrate my q~ tions 
below: 

TH-14 

Is the alignment of TH-14 as shown by the VTrans data (black and white lines/symbology, as on the Town Highway 
Map) or the parcel data (red outlines)? Two of the attached maps show this area . Aerial imagery from 1962 suggests 
that TH-14 predates the existence of a drive to the property north of the pond (that the VTrans data follows) . Are 
there surveys of this area that clarify the as-laid-out alignment of TH-14? 

TH-20 

The attached map showing TH-20 highlights the segment between two drives ("A" and "B") that might reflect the new 
endpoint of TH-20. However, neither location corresponds to 0.16 mi (shown as location "C") as described in the 
documentation. The mileages as measured by our mapping software is shown for clarification. Depending on where 
TH-20 ends, it's new measure might be something other than 0.16 mi. 

TH-21 

I just want to confirm that I've mapped the new endpoint ofTH-21 correctly, as shown in the attached map. The new 
total length ofTH-21 would be 0.15 mi, as shown in the map and specified in the documentation you provided . 

Legal Trail 

I've attached several maps showing the area around the Kirby-Burke boundary. Map A shows the VTrans alignment of 
what was TH-3 (now LT-1), the E911 alignment of Bennett Rd, and a third alternative "Pending" alignment that I 
thought might be closest to the original laid out highway. This "Pending" alignment matches what looks like the oldest 
(most eroded) roadway of the multiple options in the area, and continues all the way to the State Forest Road in Burke 
("unlike some of the others) . It also most closely resembles a path drawn on the 1951 USGS Topo Map. Only the 
original documentation of laying out of TH-3 would be definitive, so if you have a copy of that, it would help clarify the 
proper way to map this Legal Trail! 

Could you have someone look at my maps, and take a stab at answering my questions? The questions regarding TH-
14 and TH -3 might be best answered with copies of the original laying out, if available. I've done my best to articulate 
my questions, but I would like to encourage whoever is answering the questions to contact me directly (phone or 

2 



email) for clarification if necessary. Sometimes it's easier to discuss such things when both people have the same 
maps in hand . The attached maps might be best viewed on a computer screen (as opposed to printed) so that the 
viewer can zoom in close. 

Thanks again for helping me figure out how to map these changes!! 

Kerry 

Kerry Alley I GIS Professional Ill 

Vermont Agency of Transportati on 

1 Na tional Life Dr I Montpelier, VT 05633 

802-828-3666 I Kerry.A ll ey@ivermont.gov 

http:Uvtrans.vermont.gov/planning/maps 

From: Wanda Grant <townclerk.kirbyvermont@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2019 10:11 AM 
To: Alley, Kerry <Kerry.Alley@vermont.gov> 
Subject: Re: Questions regarding the discntinuance of class 4 town highways #4 and #11 

Hi Kerry, 

Just to let you know that the Kirby Selectboard has decided to go through the whole hearing process again on 
discontinuing parts of TH #4 and TH #11. I will mail the necessary paperwork after we have completed the process. 

Wanda Grant 

3 



Kirby Town Clerk 

On Tue, Dec 18, 2018 at 2:56 PM Alley, Kerry <Kerry.Alley@vermont.gov> wrote : 

Hi Wanda, 

Your town attorney would be in a better position to give advice regarding Statute interpretation and potential issues 
for actions taken. 

I'll be mailing the 2019 Certificates of Highway Mileage to Towns on January 2nd . Documentation of notice to 
adjacent Towns can be emailed to me, or sent with the Mileage Certificate when returned to us by February 20t h. 

will pre-load the Certificate with the changes ready for processing (i.e . those not discontinuing highways crossing a 
town boundary), along with a sticky note listing the remaining changes (TH-4 and TH-11) for which the notice to 
adjacent Towns is the only remaining documentation needed for us to process the change in our records. 

Thanks again for passing this information along to the Selectboard, 

Kerry 

Kerry Alley I GJS Professional Ill 

Vermont Agency of Transportation 

1 National Life Dr I Montpelier, VT 05633 

802-828-3666 I Kerry.Allcy@vermont.gov 

http://vtrans.vermont.gov/plann i ng/maps 

From: Wanda Grant <townclerk.kirbyvermont@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 18, 2018 11:37 AM 
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To: Alley, Kerry <Kerry.Alley@vermont.gov> 
Subject: Re: Questions regarding the discntinuance of class 4 town highways #4 and #11 

Dear Kerry, 

The Kirby Selectboard will not be meeting again until January 7, 2019. If I am reading the Statute right, all the 
Selectboard has to do is notified the adjacent Town that they have discontinued the roads in question? 

Please let me know if this is correct or do they have to go through the whole hearing process again? 

Thank you, 

Wanda Grant 

Kirby Town Clerk 

On Mon, Dec 10, 2018 at 10:19 AM Alley, Kerry <Kerry.Alley@vermont.gov> wrote: 

Good morning Wanda, 

I am in the process of reviewing the documents you sent to the VTrans Mapping Section in August regarding the 
recent changes (including discontinuances) to several town highways in Kir,by. I noticed that several of the changes 
involve highways that cross into neighboring towns, and was wondering if those towns were notified of the changes 
to TH-4 and TH-11? If so, could someone provide me with copies? If not, could you pass this message along to the 
Selectboard so that they can decide how to proceed? We require copies of this notification documentation in order 
to process the changes and update the Town Highway Map, as it is part of the legal process of discontinuance 
described in part c of State Statute 19 V.S.A. § 771 : 

§ 771 . Procedure 

(a) The legislative body of a municipality may discontinue a town highway after following the procedures of sections 
708-711 of this title. The authority of the legislative body under this subsection shall extend to any town highway, 
regardless of whether the highway was originally laid out by the town, the former county court, the supreme court, a 
committee of the general assembly, a turnpike company, or was established in any other manner now or formerly 
authorized by law. 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, the legislative body shall not discontinue a class 1 or class 2 town 
highway without the prior approval of the secretary of transportation. 

5 



(c) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, the legislative body shall not discontinue a class 3 or class 4 town 
highway extending into an adjacent municipality without notifying the legislative body of the adjacent municipality. 
If the legislative body of the adjacent town is aggrieved by a decision of the legislative body of the municipality in 
which the highway is located, it may appeal to the transportation board pursuant to subdivision 5(d)(9) of this title. 
(Added 1985, No. 269 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 2005, No. 178 (Adj. Sess.), § 6.) 

Please feel free to contact me if you or the Selectboard has qny questions regarding my request, 

Thank you, 

Kerry 

Kerry Alley ·I GIS Professional III 

Vermont Agency of Transpo rtation 

1 Na tional Life Dr I Montpelie r, VT 05633 

802-828-3666 I Kerry.Alley@vermont.gov 

http://vtrans.vermont.gov/planning/maps 
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August 28, 2018 

TOWN OF KIRBY 
Founded 1790 

346 Town Hall Road 
Lyndonville, VT 05851 

802-626-9386 

Vermont Agency of Transportation 
Division of Policy, Planning and lntermodal Development-Mapping Section 
1 National Life Drive 
Montpelier, VT 05633-5001 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Please find enclosed maps, notices and minutes concerning discontinuing 
several sections of the Town of Kirby Class 4 roads, a section of a Class 3 road, 
and the reclassification of a section of a Class 4 road to a trail. 

Please let me know if you need more information. 

Sincerely, 

'-0 C .___h_ L_____ ~~0( 

Wanda L. Grant 
Kirby Town Clerk 

Enclosures 

ID)@:©~ 0 W @:Ir)\ 
ln) AUG 31 2018 ~ 

POLICY. PLANNING & 
INTERMOOAL DEVELOPMENT 
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TOWN OF KIRBY 
Founded 1790 

346 Town Hall Road 
Lyndonville, VT 05851 

802-626-9386 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
ON DISCONTINUANCE OF CLASS IV HIGHWAYS 

PORTIONS OF: TH #19 & TH #20 (WOOD LANE), RANNEY HILL ROAD, 
SHIRLEY LANE/ DILLON DRIVE (TH#14), WILLOUGHBY VIEW ROAD AND 

TOWN FARM ROAD 
AND RECLASSIFYING 

BENNETT ROAD FROM CLASS IV TO A TRAIL 

SELECTBOARD, KIRBY, VERMONT 

The Selectboard of the Town of Kirby hereby give notice to the persons 
named below as owners or persons interested in lands and rights that may be 
affected by a decision of said Selectboard to discontinue the following highways: 

1. TH #19 & TH #20 (Wood Lane) - Class IV portions (1 .3 miles & .7 mile) 
2. Ranney Hill Road - from intersection of Lone Pine Road to end - top of 

hill (.2 mile) 
3. Shirley Lane/ Dillon Drive (TH #14) - the impassable section located 

between Shirley Lane and Dillon Drive 
4. Willoughby View Drive - the impassable section (.23 mile) 
5. Town Farm Road - the impassable section (.07 mile) 

And reclassification of: 
6. Bennett Road -from a CJass IV Road to a Trail (1 mile) 

The Selectboard will meet on Tuesday June 26, 2018 at the following places 
and times to conduct site inspections of these highways: 

1. TH #19 & TH #20 (Wood Lane) - Intersection of TH #19 & TH #20 at 
3:00 p.m. 

2. Ranney Hill Road - Intersection of Ranney Hill Road and Lone Pine 
Road at 3:10 p.m. 

3. Shirley Lane/Dillon Drive (TH #14) - End of Shirley Lane near 
Timothy Peters' house at 3:45 p.m. 

4. Willoughby View Road - end of the Class Ill section near Walter and 
Ruth Houghton's Farm at 4:00 p.m . . 

5. Town Farm Road - where it enters Kirby at 4:20 p.m. 
6. Bennett Road - at the intersection of Ridge Road and Bennett Road 

at 4:45 p.m. 

The Selectboard will meet at the Kirby Town Hall on Monday July 2, 2018 at 7:30 
p.m. to conduct a hearing on the question of discontinuance/ reclassifying these 
highways. 

As required by law, notice of this site inspection and hearing is being 
provided by certified mail to each of the persons owning or interested in lands 
through which these highways pass, listed below, as well as the municipal 
planning commission and Commissioner of Forest, Parks and Recreation. A 
copy is to be posted in the office of the Town Clerk, and published in The 
Caledonian-Record (a local newspaper of general circulation in the area) not less 
than 10 days before the time set for the hearing . 



Any other pertinent information relating to the proposed highways is available 
at the Kirby Town Clerk's office during business hours. 

The following persons are hereby notified of the public hearing: 
Rodney Wood Charles & Sarah Roys 
Mary Kay Wood & Dennis Wood Richard & Susan Ranney 
James & Jennifer Wood Kirby Mountain Maple 
Andrew Fisher Houghton Family Trust 
Troy & Heather Ranney Karen Moore & Heather Leavitt 
E-A-K Trust Shawn & Jennifer McGarvin 
Victor & Tracy Sherbrook Timothy Peters et al 
Timothy & Leslie Peters Heather Heigis 
Michael & Nancy Heineman Burke Mountain Farms 
Timothy W. Camisa & Michael Rooney 
Benjamin Mirkin, Chairman Kirby Planning Commission 
Commissioner of Forest, Parks and Recreation 

Dated at Kirby, Vermont this 24nd day of May, 2018. 

u..1c"~l4... -L.___ ~U,~ Kirby Town Clerk 



KIRBY SELECTBOARD'S HEARING-DISCONTINANCE & RECLASSIFICATION OF 
ROADS JULY 2, 2018 

The Selectboard conducted site visits on June 26, 2018 as follows: 
• At 3:00 pm met at intersection of TH #19 & 20 (Wood Lane). Those pr~sent were: 

Roger Wood, Troy Ranney, Richard Ranney, Keith Isham and David C.hase. Reviewed 
I 

road. I 
• Met at intersection of TH #21 (Ranney Hill Road) & TH #22 (Lone Pinel Road) . Those 

present were: Richard Ranney, Troy Ranney, Rodney Wood, Keith lsHam and David 
Chase. Reviewed road. 1 

• Met at TH #14 near Timothy Peters house (390 Shirley Lane) at 3:41 p'.m. Those 
present were: Keith Isham and David Chase. Reviewed road. 

• Met at end of Class 3 section of TH #11 near Houghton's Farm (340 Willoughby View 
Road) at 4:00 p.m. Those present were: Keith Isham and David Chase. Reviewed road. 

• Met at Lyndon/Kirby town line on TH #4 (Town Farm Road) at 4:25 p.m. Those present 
were: Keith Isham and David Chase. Reviewed road. 

• Met at intersection of TH #1 (Ridge Road) & TH #3 (Bennett Road). Those present 
were: Heather Heigis, John and Bonnie Finnigan, Keith Isham and David Chase. 
Reviewed road. 

Hearing was held on July 2, 2018 at the Kirby Town Hall. 

Those present were: Selectpersons Steven Baker, Keith Isham and David Chase 
Interested persons: Heather, Peter, & Max Heigis, Troy Ranney, 

Pete & Kathy Upson, Jennifer Wodd, Roger 
& Joy Wood, John Finnigan & friend, 
Rodney Wood & friend, Michael Heinemann, 
and Dennis Wood ; 

Visitor Sandy Ladd (representative from R.R. Charlebois, Inc.) 
Secretary Wanda Grant 

Chairman Steven Baker called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. and stated that the meeting 
was being recorded. He then read the following brief explanation as to why the Town is looking 
into discontinuing sections of TH #19 (Wood Lane), TH #20 (Wood Lane), TH #21 (Ranney Hill 
Road), TH #14 (Shirley Lane/Dillon Drive), TH #11 (Willoughby View Road), TH #4 (Town Farm 
Road), and reclassifying TH #3 (Bennett Road) from a Class 4 to a trail: 

"The decision to look at discontinuing or reclassifying portions of TH #19 & TH #20 
(Wood Lane); TH #14 (Shirley Lane); TH #11 (Willoughby View Road); TH #4 (Town Farm 
Road); and TH#3 (Bennett Road) are due to the new State's Clean Water Act which mandates 
that the Town apply for a Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP). Part of the process to 
apply and receive this permit is to bring hydrologically connected roads up to certain standards. 
This will include Class 4 roads. The roads that are being discussed tonight have portions that 
are in impassable condition and would cost the Town a lot of money to bring up to the required 
standards. 
The portion of TH #21 (Ranney Hill Road) that the Town is looking at discontinuing is due to turn 
around problems." 

The Board then heard from interested persons for Bennett Road and the following was 
discussed: 

• The Heigis/Upson house is located on Bennett Road. The gate to the house is located 
approximately ¼ mile from the intersection with Ridge Road. There are 3 culverts 
located along that section. It was asked - if the Town reclassifies this road as a trail , 
would the landowners now be responsible for the maintenance in order to get to the 
house? It was noted that this section is in good shape; however, to keep it passable 



could be costly for landowners because they do not have the experience or equipment to 
do this. 

• It was noted that this road is used by a lot of hikers, bikers, skiers, horseback riders, 
A TV riders, etc. Landowners asked if they could put up a gate at end of road . They did 
not feel it was right that they would have to maintain road and others would get to use it. 
There was also a question of liability issues if someone got hurt. Would landowners be 
responsible if they are maintaining road? 

• It was noted that a gate could not be installed as a trail is still a public right-of-way. 
• The Selectboard stated that maintenance would probably be up to the landowners as the 

Town does not have to maintain trails . However, the Town might be willing to help out. 
It was noted, however, that Board members change and in the future the Board might 
change their position. 

• It was noted that the landowners could be held responsible if someone was hurt. One 
solution mentioned was to put up a sign stating that this is an unmaintained trail. 

• It was noted that even if reclassified as a trail, landowners would have to get permission 
from the Town to do work on trail. 

• Mr. Finnigan stated that he would like the road be kept as a Class 4 road. He also 
stated that he has hire Mr. Wagner to install a culvert and smooth out part of the road. It 
was noted that he would have to get permission from the Selectboard before this work 
could be done whether it remains a Class 4 or is reclassified as a trail. 

• The Selectboard mentioned several times that the reason the Town wanted to do this 
was due to the new State Clean Water Act. It could cost the Town a lot of money if they 
have to bring these roads up to the new standards. 

• It was noted that part of Bennett Road could remain a Class 4 Road (up to gate to 
Heigis/Upson house) and the rest could be reclassified to a trail. 

• Mr. Finnigan stated that his property is located past the gate so would be on the trail 
part. He changed his position and stated that he would be willing to have the Board 
reclassify this section to a trail if the Town would be willing to grade his section once a 
year. 

At this time the Board decided to make their decision. David Chase made the motion to 
keep the section of Bennett Road from the intersection of Ridge Road to the Heigis/Upson 
gate as a Class 4 and reclassify the rest of the road as a trail. Motion seconded by Keith 
Isham. So voted. 

Mr. Finnigan asked if he could still do the work he had planned on. The Board stated that 
he probably can as long as the work would not affect the Class 4 section of the road and as 
long as he gave the Board something in writing showing his intentions so that they can 
review it. 

The Board also noted that they will look into the possibility of drafting guidelines for trails. 

The Board then asked for comments on TH #19 & 20 (Wood Lane). The following was 
discussed: 
• Jennifer Wood read a letter that was prepared for the Selectboard before she knew she 

would be able to attend the meeting. The letter follows: 



Date: 06130/1018 

To: TownofKirt,y,SelectBoard 

From: Jim & Jennifer Wood 

Re: Discontinuance of roads. 

Dear Select Board: 

As we are unabJe to attend the hearing on the matter" of discontinuing roads we would like 
to ex.press our opinion through this letter. 

As our community looks to the future it is important that \WC maintain the potencial for 
growing our tax base. While we understand that some of the roads proposed for 
discontinuance could ultimately become a liability, they also have the potential to 
become an asset at minimal expense to the Town. Ooce discontinued, the publics right to 
travel these roads has been lost, potentially forever. While ,.. can envision an immediate 
future for our community based on cumnt trends, we have no way of knowing what may 
happen in the diSWll future. Limiting future options by throwing up public assets we feel 
is a shortsighted approach. 

Of the two roads in particular that we have party status to we are also opposed to 
discontinuing them. 

First is the road to and continuing in front of our house. The town has a very limited 
responsibility on Ibis particular road. In addition, we have improved and maintained this 
road largely al our own expense, and our immediate plans are to do so. While the town 
has been good enough to occasionally plow up to our house, we realiu this can be a 
public issue. {t has ba:o done historically as it is as much a benefit/convenience for the 
town as it is a benefit to us. Also. while the Town is ultimately resixmsiMe for the stream 
crossing at the end of the class three highway, we made arrangements with the Toym to 
absorn the majority of the coast of said crossing. taking care of the installation ora 
culvert which the Town provided. Note that at the time bad the Town managed a FEMA 
event properly there would have been no expense to either the Town or us. 

The second road is at the bottom of our hill and extends through the Ranney property, 
along our Quarry property, through Rodney Wood's property, to the Roys property. 
As landowners we can see where lbe discontinuance of Ibis public way could cause an 
undo bwden upoo us. While we would retain a right of way, the current town road is 
impassable and travel is largely upon the Ranney property. I have been involved in 
situations such as this where a landowner can block the use of their property and require 
the original travekd way be utilized for other owncr"s access. As the: current situation 
bas been created by historical use of the Ranney family and the lack of 
enforcement/guidance by the Town as to maintaining the public way to a minimum 
standard. we feel it would be unfair to us, and other ownc~ with rights to this traveled 

way to be in a position of major expenditures: to improve this road to a passable 
condition. 

ln either of these cases. it is not that anyone is asking for anything.Crom the Town except 
a bit of mutual co-operation. The road in front of our house has bcCn upgraded and 
maintained by us, Rog.er and Joy Wood, and Kirby Mountain Maple. .We are not seeking 
any sortof rc-imbursemenl In the case of the road to our Quany lo~ we arc not 
requesting any work to be done by the Town, only that the actual public way be retained 
to provide landowners future options. 

• The Selectboard reminded those present that the Town is going through this 
process because of the expense that the Town could face due to the State's 
Clean Water Act. Even though the landowners do not want the Town to put a lot 
of money into upgrading these roads, the Town will have no option if they remain 
Class 4 because of the new standards_ 



• It was noted that TH #19 is impassable and landowners have actually been 
traveling on the Ranney property in order to get to their properties. They are 
afraid that they will lose access to their properties if the Town discontinues this 
road. It was noted that by statute they retain their right-of-way over the Town 
road even if the Town discontinues the road, however, at present they are not 
using that road to get to their properties. If the Ranneys should stop them from 
using the present entry and the road remains a Class 4, the Town would have to 
make the Town road passable for them so they could still get to their properties. 
Troy Ranney stated that the Ranneys are willing to continue to allow the 
landowners to access their properties over the Ranney property but they do not 
want it open to the general public. It was suggested that the landowners get a 
written right-of-way from the Ranneys so that they can continue to use the 
present access to their properties. Troy Ranney stated that he was okay with 
giving the landowners a written right-of-way. 

• Jennifer Wood, Roger Wood, and Joy Wood indicated that they are alright with 
the Town discontinuing TH #19, but would like the Town to keep TH #20 as a 
Class 4 from the intersection of TH #19 & 20 to Jim and Jennifer Wood's 
driveway and to then discontinue the rest of the road. 

• It was noted that the State has told the Town that they should look into 
discontinuing some Class 4 roads because it will cost the Town a lot to bring 
them up to the new standards. The Class 4 section of TH #19 was one of the 
roads that the State suggested that the Town discontinue. 

• It was asked if the Town is looking into discontinuing the Victory Road. The 
Selectboard stated not at this time. They are looking basically at discontinuing 
sections of Class 4 roads that are listed on the Town's highway map as being 
untraveled or impassable. 

Keith Isham made the motion to discontinue the Class 4 section of TH #19 0f'/ood 
Lane). Motion seconded by David Chase. So voted. 
David Chase made the motion to keep the section of TH #20 from the intersection of TH 
#19 to James and Jennifer Wood's driveway as a Class 4 and to discontinue the rest of 
TH #20. Motion seconded by Keith Isham. So voted. 

At this point the Selectmen asked for comments concerning TH #14 (Shirley Lane/Dillon 
Drive). The following was discussed: 

• It was noted that a trout pond is located in the middle of the road in one section 
of TH #14. 

• The Board stated that they are only looking at discontinuing the 
"untraveled/impassable" as stated on the Town's Highway Map. The rest of 
Shirley Lane (Class 4) and Dillon Drive (Class 3) will remain as they presently 
are. 

David Chase made the motion to discontinue the section marked "impassable or 
untraveled" of TH #14 as shown on the Town's Highway Map. Motion seconded by 
Keith Isham. So voted. 

At this time the Selectboard asked for comments on TH #11 (Willoughby View Road) 
and TH #4 (Town Farm Road). There were no comments or discussion. 
Steven Baker made the motion to discontinue the Class 4 section of TH #11. Motion 
seconded by David Chase. So voted. 
Keith Isham made the motion to discontinue TH #4. Motion seconded by David Chase. 
So voted. 



At this time the discontinuance of the upper section of Ranney Hill Road (TH #21) from 
the intersection of Lone Pine Road to the upper end was discussed as follows: 

• The Town has had problems with the turnaround area at the end of Ranney Hill 
Road. Not enough room to turnaround. 

• Troy Ranney stated that he will furnish a turnaround area for the Town truck at 
his driveway near the top of the hill. 

David Chase made the motion to discontinue the section of TH #21 from Troy Ranney's 
driveway to the end of the road located at Richard Ranney's resident. Motion seconded 
by Keith Isham. So voted. 

The hearing was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, \._UG--~-CL --t____~~ Wanda L. Grant, Secretary 



Town of Kirby, Vermont 

Selectboard 

Findings of Fact 

RE: Discontinuance of Wood Lane (TH #19 & 20) 

Date of Site Visit: June 26, 2018 

Date of Hearing: July 2, 2018 

The Kirby Selectboard conducted a site visit on Wood Lane (TH #19 & 20) on June 26, 2018 with Keith 

Isham, David Chase, Roger Wood, Troy Ranney, and Richard Ranney present. 

The Kirby Selectboard held their hearing on July 2, 2018 at 7:31 p.m. at the Kirby Town Hall with Steven 

Baker, Keith Isham, David Chase, Heather Heigis, Peter Heigis, Max Heigis, Troy Ranney, Pete Upson, 

Kathy Upson, Jennifer Wood, Roger Wood, Joy Wood, John Finnigan & friend, Rodney Wood & friend, 

Michael Heinemann, Dennis Wood, Sandy Ladd, and Wanda Grant present. The following relating to 

Wood Lane (TH #19 & 20) was discussed: 

• Jennifer Wood read a letter that was prepared for the Selectboard before she knew she would 
be able to attend the meeting. T~e lette,i:_fo~ows: _ 

Oi.le: 06()0/'1011 

To: Town orKirby. Sckct Roow 

From: Jim & JavriJi:1" Wo,,)d 

OearSelectRlwd; 

J\.swe IRUNble to~ dw: heuine OCI 1,h,e matter ofd:500C'llinuing n.>!lds """ "'-ould lilu; 
I<> ,:11po,ms owi: opillion tMJUib lhis kUcr. 

lu ourwcnmunity loou to the Cututt it O imp;.o,um thal.-= rnainbio the po1ai1is.l ro, 
Jm\ll"lnsoirtu lnx.. Wnile weonda,taod lhu sooneofttie ,~pi:,.,l)Med ro, 
disconri,nu,,n;:ccould w.tlmarclr hccomea liabili1y, eai:y ■un ..,.,,,,_ the f"'J'O>hlli rn 
bo.omc .n tilall:t • minima! <!..:pen,c IO the To,,.,n. Ona if,.,oo,.,inuc:d, the publics right loO 

invcl these roods bas been lost. polea!ially fore;,~. Whik ,...., Cl/I envision r,n :IN!ledisk 
6'1ui:c:fOloutQl~tybac:don=ttn:11d1..wcha'P'Cnowayo(tnowint:wh&t""'-!' 
happc:uUlU.cc<.limntr.--c. Limitln&futureoprloa,ibythruY,inguppublicu,cu-=f~l 
~ashort'!igtudappru,i:h. 

O(UIC!ro.ol'Md:'!linf)QrTiculatthatwcb~wr-t,Maelnio-1tn:-.l,ooppoS(>d10 
dwiatiauintlbem.. 

f"intistbc~IOmdmntirNiD11Ulfrontu(owi.o.-. ll>e1o11,.-nhsli•._ylimitcJ 
~1:iili1J QQ !bu puUe.wal rwd. In .dditiun, - bii..-c improwid viJ alaultuncd ti.ii 
m-.1 liup:J.y at ow q,,,."JI Qpc,sue, J;l1LI ~ immcdill!(" pbn, ~ 10 do ,o. While lhe ((JWII 

bmbcaaF()dcnoli.g)ll4oocuianallyplowup10ourhou,c,-n:ali~misan.bea 
polMi,;,~ llhu~donit~lyuitisasm~h.1.be'lil:fu/«>e""ni.!ncelwlbc 
to""'-asildabc:rdi.110u.1.. A.bo.,whiktheTownlsuldJ,wdy~bkforlbestff:llln 
croui,,e1:1.theend ofitwi dast umc high .... ,-• ._ madcanangcmmu: with cbc Town IO 
.bsofblhemajorityo£1hcroutt>f,aid.m>wi11a.bdt.iq:can:o(thei.twla1btionof• 
cul..-a1whid1the-TO"',uplVvi.lcd. Noe,,~.otd.,tiane\adtt.,,T......,.--.,..i.t.1'1::.MA 
"vent p,opatylho:n,. ,....Jd lo.t..,..heal r., Cll('CIIK loci\ha; lhe .foWfl.Of W.. 

The-.ond-.lis atthe bottom o(Ollr hill al'!d ei«eods lhroughtht: lbMe)' ~ • 
.iUf11-Qlw'!)'propct1y.~Rodn,;yWOW 0,pc,.,pc:rty,tulbcRof'PfOl""1'i• 
As l.ilodowncn we c:an x.: where lbc .r~ iirthis public_,. could cause an 
wi&burdrn11901111J. Whilew,cwoaklmain,rightoC-.y.the~1i;,..,,_Mldi1 
impusa,Ne and tn"'-'I is lart,ely upon the Kanney property. I Nlve b<en invol"cd ia. 
situstioa:, ,ueh u t.l,u """"'re• ~TIU ca.11 bl.ock Ibo: me oftbcir :,n,pc,rtr ~ ra1uire 
lheoripnalln\'dcd,.,.,.beutilimilorotho:roWtlCl'·s11C10C:K. Asdaccum:ntsiru.rm 
!wt,, b,,ea ereetrd by hiSIOriut 11.k offhe R..VlOe)I f:an\llyaad the bet of 
cc,(~Hl..'p~ by the: TQ\o\'$1-, iu mair.W..-.iAg ~ publicw.7 lo• miniawm 
sCaf1danl. - ~ it wnuJd be unfair"'-' as, W l)thcf OWl'll:nl ...-itlt righ1s 10 this inwJed 

-.yto l'C in.a position ofruajores:r,,:ndirwef iO imp!O\.,:tbla Nlld IO• (N,,,."'q?>k 
~nun. 

fil c::ilh«ofL'"C,r: ciuo,, it ti m, ~u!<)ne i,uting for,mythiq .from 1/le. rown c:11.ccpl 
•bi\ofnao.mial~ 1"kr-ilnfrun1ofoucho<i:,ch.ubc«iu~,ta;I 
~byus.,k.OJUa:odXYfWood,atM!Kirb)'MOl#llalnM•plc. Wcar-eno.s«king 
u,ysortof-U'tlbw·scruuJL ID!bc:curoflhc:rolld10ow~w,;ylot.-ar,:.1»t 
requestinf; MY woc-k 10 bt done by !he: To-,n,, only rlat the actlW ,-.blie .....ay 1K. ;-rtained 
10 provxk l•11dcWt1CQ futim: optiom. 



• The Selectboard reminded those present that the Town is going through this process because of 
the expense that the Town could face due to the State's Clean Water Act. Even though the 

landowners do not want the Town to put a lot of money into upgrading these roads, the Town 
will have no option if they remain Class 4 because of the new standards. 

• It was noted that TH #19 is impassable and landowners have actually been traveling on the 
Ranney property in order to get to their properties. They are afraid that they will lose access to 
their properties if the Town discontinues this road. It was noted that by statute they retain their 
right-of-way over the Town road even if the Town discontinues the road, however, at present 
they are not using that road to get to their properties. If the Ranneys should stop them from 
using the present entry and the road remains a Class 4, the Town would have to make the Town 
road passable for them so they could still get to their properties. Troy Ranney stated that the 
Ranneys are willing to continue to allow the landowners to access their properties over the 
Ranney property but they do not want it open to the general public. It was suggested that the 
landowners get a written right-of-way from the Ranneys so that they can continue to use the 
present access to their properties. Troy Ranney stated that he was okay with giving the 
landowners a written right-of-way. 

• Jennifer Wood, Roger Wood, and Joy Wood indicated that they are alright with the Town 
discontinuing TH #19, b.ut would like the Town to keep TH #20 as a Class 4 from the intersection 
of TH #19 & 20 to Jim and Jennifer Wood's driveway and to then discontinue the rest of the 
road. 

• It was noted that the State has told the Town that they should look into discontinuing some 
Class 4 roads because it will cost the Town a lot to bring them up to the new standards. The 
Class 4 section ofTH #19 was one of the roads that the State suggested that the Town 
discontinue. 

• It was asked if the Town is looking into discontinuing the Victory Road. The Selectboard stated 
not at this time. They are looking basically at discontinuing sections of Class 4 roads that are 
listed on the Town's highway map as being untraveled or impassable. 

Keith Isham made the motion to discontinue the Class 4 section of TH #19 (Wood Lane). Motion 

seconded by David Chase. So voted. 

David Chase made the motion to keep the section of TH #20 from the intersection of TH #19 to James 

and Jennifer Wood's driveway as a Class 4 and to discontinue the rest of TH #20. Motion seconded by 

Keith Isham. So voted. 

The Board continued with the hearing to discuss other roads and the hearing was adjourned at 8:37 

p.m. 

Decision of Board: The Class 4 section {1.30 miles) of Wood Lane (TH #19) was discontinued and Wood 

Lane (TH #20) w·. remain a Class 4 road from the intersection of TH (#19) to James and Jennifer Wood's 
J 

Steven Baker, Chairman-Kirby Selectboard 
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Town of Kirby, Vermont 

Select board 

Findings of Fact 

RE: Discontinuance of a section of Ranney Hill Road (TH #21) 

Date of Site Visit: June 26, 2018 

Date of Hearing: July 2, 2018 

The Kirby Selectboard conducted a site visit on Ranney Hill Road (TH #21) on June 26, 2018 with Keith 

Isham, David Chase, Rodney Wood, Troy Ranney, and Richard Ranney present. 

The Kirby Selectboard held their hearing on July 2, 2018 at 7:31 p.m. at the Kirby Town Hall with Steven 

Baker, Keith Isham, David Chase, Heather Heigis, Peter Heigis, Max Heigis, Troy Ranney, Pete Upson, 

Kathy Upson, Jennifer Wood, Roger Wood, Joy Wood, John Finnigan & friend, Rodney Wood & friend, 

Michael Heinemann, Dennis Wood, Sandy Ladd, and Wanda Grant present. The following relating to 

Ranney Hill Road (TH #21) was discussed: 

• The Town has had problems with the turnaround area at the end of Ranney Hill Road. Not 
enough room to turnaround. 

• Troy Ranney stated that he will furnish a turnaround area for the Town truck at his driveway 
near the top of the hill. 

David Chase made the motion to discontinue the section of TH #21 from Troy Ranney's driveway to the 

end of the road located at Richard Ranney's resident. Motion seconded by Keith Isham. So voted. 

The Board adjourned the hearing at 8:37 p.m. 

Decision of Board: Ranney Hill Road (TH #21) will remain a Class 3 from the intersection of Wood Lane 

(T . · er fat Ranney Hill Road (TH #21) was discontinued (.10 mile). 
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Town of Kirby, Vermont 

Selectboard 

Findings of Fact 

RE: Discontinuance of the Impassable section of Shirley Lane/Dillon Drive (TH #14) 

Date of Site Visit: June 26, 2018 

Date of Hearing: July 2, 2018 

The Kirby Selectboard conducted a site visit on Shirley Lane/Dillon Drive (TH #14) on June 26, 2018 with 

Keith Isham and David Chase present. 

The Kirby Selectboard held their hearing on July 2, 2018 at 7:31 p.m. at the Kirby Town Hall with Steven 

Baker, Keith Isham, David Chase, Heather Heigis, Peter Heigis, Max Heigis, Troy Ranney, Pete Upson, 

Kathy Upson, Jennifer Wood, Roger Wood, Joy Wood, John Finnigan & friend, Rodney Wood & friend, 

Michael Heinemann, Dennis Wood, Sandy Ladd, and Wanda Grant present. The following relating to 

Shirley Lane/Dillon Drive (TH #14) was discussed: 

• It was noted that a trout pond is located in the middle of the road in one section of TH #14. 

• The Board stated that they are only looking at discontinuing the "untraveled/impassable" as 
stated on the Town's Highway Map. The rest of Shirley Lane {Class 4) and Dillon Drive {Class 3) 
will remain as they presently are. 

David Chase made the motion to discontinue the section marked "impassable or untraveled" of TH #14 

as shown on the Town's Highway Map. Motion seconded by Keith Isham. So voted . 

The Board continued with the hearing to discuss other roads and the hearing was adjourned at 8:37 

p.m. 

Decision of Board: To discontinue the "impassable or untraveled" portion (.23 mile) of Shirley 

Lane/Dillon Drive (TH #14) located between the traveled sections of Shirley Lane and Dillon Drive. 

continue a Class 4 road from the intersection of Willey Farm Road for a distance of .38 

Class 3 road (.11 mile). 
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Town of Kirby, Vermont 

Select board 

Findings of Fact 

RE: Discontinuance of the Class 4 section of Willoughby View Road (#11) 

Date of Site Visit: June 26, 2018 

Date of Hearing: July 2, 2018 

The Kirby Selectboard conducted a site visit on Willoughby View Road (#11) on June 26, 2018 with Keith 

Isham and David Chase present. 

The Kirby Selectboard held their hearing on July 2, 2018 at 7:31 p.m. at the Kirby Town Hall with Steven 

Baker, Keith Isham, David Chase, Heather Heigis, Peter Heigis, Max Heigis, Troy Ranney, Pete Upson, 

Kathy Upson, Jennifer Wood, Roger Wood, Joy Wood, John Finnigan & friend, Rodney Wood & friend, 

Michael Heinemann, Dennis Wood, Sandy Ladd, and Wanda Grant present. There were no comments or 

discussion concerning the Class 4 section of Willoughby View Road (TH #11) 

Steven Baker made the motion to discontinue the Class 4 section of TH #11. Motion seconded by David 

Chase. So voted. 

The Board continued with the hearing to discuss other roads and the hearing was adjourned at 8:37 

p.m. 

d: To discontinue the Class 4 section (.23 mile) of Willoughby View Road (TH #11). The 

#11) will remain a Class 3 road (.33 mile). 

Steven Baker, Chairm n-Kirby Selectboard 
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Town of Kirby, Vermont 

Selectboard 

Findings of Fact 

RE: Discontinuance ofTown Farm Road (#4) 

Date of Site Visit: June 26, 2018 

Date of Hearing: July 2, 2018 

The Kirby Selectboard conducted a site visit on Town Farm Road (#4) on June 26, 2018 with Keith Isham 

and David Chase present. 

The Kirby Selectboard held their hearing on July 2, 2018 at 7:31 p.m. at the Kirby Town Hall with Steven 

Baker, Keith Isham, David Chase, Heather Heigis, Peter Heigis, Max Heigis, Troy Ranney, Pete Upson, 

Kathy Upson, Jennifer Wood, Roger Wood, Joy Wood, John Finnigan & friend, Rodney Wood & friend, 

Michael Heinemann, Dennis Wood, Sandy Ladd, and Wanda Grant present. There were no comments or 

discussion concerning Town Farm Road (TH #4) 

Keith Isham made the motion to discontinue TH #4. Motion seconded by David Chase. So voted. 

The Board continued with the hearing to discuss other roads and the hearing was adjourned at 8:37 

p.m. 

ntinue (TH# 4) Town Farm Road (.07 mile). 

Steven Baker, Chairman-Kirby Selectboard 
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Town of Kirby, Vermont 

Selectboard 

Findings of Fact 

RE: Reclassification of Bennett Road (TH #3) from a Class 4 to a Trail 

Date of Site Visit : June 26, 2018 

Date of Hearing: July 2, 2018 

The Kirby Selectboard conducted a site visit on Bennett Road (TH #3) on June 26, 2018 with Keith Isham, 

David Chase, Heather Heigis, John Finnigan, and Bonnie Finnigan present. 

The Kirby Selectboard held their hearing on July 2, 2018 at 7:31 p.m. at the Kirby Town Hall with Steven 

Baker, Keith Isham, David Chase, Heather Heigis, Peter Heigis, Max Heigis, Troy Ranney, Pete Upson, 

Kathy Upson, Jennifer Wood, Roger Wood, Joy Wood, John Finnigan & friend, Rodney Wood & friend, 

Michael Heinemann, Dennis Wood, Sandy Ladd, and Wanda Grant present. The following relating to 

Bennett Road (TH #3) was discussed: 

• The Heigis/Upson house is located on Bennett Road . The gate to the house is located 
approximately¼ mile from the intersection with Ridge Road. There are 3 culverts located along 
that section. It was asked - if the Town reclassifies this road as a trail, would the landowners 
now be responsible for the maintenance in order to get to the house? It was noted that this 
section is in good shape; however, to keep it passable could be costly for landowners because 
they do not have the experience or equipment to do this. 

• It was noted that this road is used by a lot of hikers, bikers, skiers, horseback riders, ATV riders, 
etc. Landowners asked if they could put up a gate at end of road. They did not feel it was right 
that they would have to maintain road and others would get to use it. There was also a question 
of liability issues if someone got hurt. Would landowners be responsible if they are maintaining 
road? 

• It was noted that a gate could not be installed as a trail is still a public right-of-way. 

• The Selectboard stated that maintenance would probably be up to the landowners as the Town 
does not have to maintain trails. However, the Town might be willing to help out. It was noted, 
however, that Board members change and in the future the Board might change their position. 

• It was noted that the landowners could be held responsible if someone was hurt. One solution 
mentioned was to put up a sign stating that this is an unmaintained trail. 

• It was noted that even if reclassified as a trail, landowners would have to get permission from 
the Town to do work on trail. 

• Mr. Finnigan stated that he would like the road be kept as a Class 4 road . He also stated that he 
has hire Mr. Wagner to install a culvert and smooth out part of the road . It was noted that he 
would have to get permission from the Selectboard before this work could be done whether it 
remains a Class 4 or is reclassified as a trail. 

• The Selectboard mentioned several times that the reason the Town wanted to do this was due 
to the new State Clean Water Act. It could cost the Town a lot of money if they have to bring 
these roads up to the new standards. 

• It was noted that part of Bennett Road could remain a Class 4 Road (up to gate to Heigis/Upson 
house) and the rest could be reclassified to a trail. 

• Mr. Finnigan stated that his property is located past the gate so would be on the trail part. He 
changed his position and stated that he would be willing to have the Board reclassify this 
section to a trail if the Town would be willing to grade his section once a year. 



At this time the Board decided to make their decision. David Chase made the motion to keep the 

section of Bennett Road from the intersection of Ridge Road to the Heigis/Upson gate as a Class 4 

and reclassify the rest of the road as a trail. Motion seconded by Keith Isham. So voted. 

The Board continued with the hearing to discuss other roads and the hearing was adjourned at 8:37 

p.m. 

rd: Bennett Road (TH #3) will remain a Class 4 Road from the intersection of Ridge Road 

(.2 ile) and the rest of the road will be reclassified as a trail (.75 mile). 

Steven Baker, Chairman-Kirby Selectboard 
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