
District 5 CERTIFICATE OF HIGHWAY MILEAGE 
YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY JO, 2015 

Fill out form, make and file copy with the Town Clerk, and mail ORIGINAL, before February 20, 2015 to: 
Vermont Agency of Transportation, Division of Policy, Planning and lntermodal Development, 
One National Life Drive, Montpelier, VT 05633. 

We, the members of the legislative body of RIPTON in ADDISON County 
on an oath state that the mileage of highways, according to Vermont Statutes Annotated, Title 19, Section 305, 
added 1985, is as follows: 

PART I - CHANGES _TOTALS- Please fill in and calculate totals. 

Town Previous Added Subtracte,l Scenic 
Highways Mileage Mileage Mileage Total Highways 
.............. . ........... 

1 
............. . .......... r ........................ r ............ ............. r· ·· ······· .... .. .. ... .. r· ··· ............ .. .. 

Class J 0.000 0.000 

Class 2 4.900 0.000 

Class 3 18.38 0.000 

State Highway 5.786 5.786 

Total 29.066 5.786 

* Class 1 Lane 0.000 

* Class 4 1.72 0.10 /, g-z.. 0.000 

* Legal Trail 1.85 t , <o I 
* Unidentified 0.00 

Corridor 

* Mileage for Class 1 Lane, Class 4, Legal Trail, and Unidentified Corridor classifications are NOT included in total. 

PART II - INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES SHOWN ABOVE. 

I. NEW HIGHWAYS: Please attach Selectmen 's "Certificate of Completion and Opening". 

2. DISCONTINUED: Please attach SIGNED copy of proceedings (minutes of meeting). 

ZS 3. RECLASSIFIED/REMEASURED: Please attach SIGNED copy of proceedings (minutes of meeting). 
TH +0.1 0 mi CL4 Old Town Rd 

+1.61 mi Legal Trail Old Town Rd L, 1 · Cf 

4. SCENIC HIGHWAYS: Please attach a copy of or,ler ,/esignatingldiscontinuing Scenic Highways. 

IF THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN MILEAGE: Check box and sign below. [ J 

PART III - SIGNATURES- PLEASE SIGN. 1 ,, 
Selectnuml Aldermen/ Trustees Signature,: Md{j__ ~ \...JJyc · ~ .;, ~ c,tk,ou"( 

~ - ft._,~C&~ -
'!)(l,~ 

T/CIV Clerk Signature: ~o-~ 7)zd{~ Date Filed: 

Please sign ORIGINAL and return it for Transportation signature. 

Signed copy will be returned to TICIV Clerk. 

APPROVED: 
~ /;i 5-- /_ -DATE: ~ ~p 



f '1,eceiv~'{~ 

Vermont Statutes Annotated FEB 1 7 201:i 

19 V.S.A. § 305. Measurement and inspection Policy, Planqing & Int_ermodal 
Development 01v1s1on 

§ 305. Measurement and inspection 

(a) After reasonable notice to the selectboard, a representative of the agency may measure and inspect the class 
1, 2, and 3 town highways in each town to verify the accuracy of the records on file with the agency. Upon 
request, the selectboard or their designee shall be permitted to accompany the representative of the agency 
during the measurement and inspection. The agency shall notify the town when any highway, or portion of a 
highway, does not meet the standards for its assigned class. If the town fails, within one year, to restore the 
highway or portion of the highway to the accepted standard, or to reclassify, or to discontinue, or develop an 
acceptable schedule for restoring to the accepted standards, the agency for purposes of apportionment under 
section 306 of this title shall dc<luct the affected mileage from that assigned to the town for the particular class 
of the road in question. 

(b) Annually, on or before February 10, the selectboard shall file with the town clerk a sworn statement of the 
description and measurements of all class 1, 2, 3, and 4 town highways and trails then in existence, including 
any special designation such as a throughway or scenic highway. When class 1, 2, 3, or 4 town highways, 
trails, or unidentified corridors are accepted, discontinued, or reclassified, a copy of the proceedings shall be 
filed in the town clerk's office and a copy shall be forwarded to the agency. 

(c) All class 1, 2, 3, and 4 town highways and trails shall appear on the town highway maps by July 1, 2015. 

( d) At least 45 days prior to first including a town highway or trail that is not clearly observable by physical 
evidence of its use as a highway or trail and that is legally established prior to February 10, 2006 in the sworn 
statement required under subsection (b) of this section, the legislative body of the municipality shall provide 
written notice and an opportunity to be heard at a duly warned meeting of the legislative body to persons 
owning lands through which a highway or trail passes or abuts. 

(e) The agency shall not accept any change in mileage until the records required to be filed in the town clerk's 
office by this section are received by the agency. A request by a municipality to the agency for a change in 
mileage shall include a description of the affected highway or trail, a copy of any surveys of the affected 
highway or trail, minutes of meetings at which the legislative body took action with respect to the changes, and 
a current town highway map with the requested deletions and additions sketched on it. A survey shall not be 
required for class 4 town highways that are legally established prior to February 10, 2006. All records filed 
with the agency are subject to verification in accordance with subsection (a) of this section. 

(t) The selectboard of any town who are aggrieved by a finding of the agency concerning the measurement, 
description, or clas,sification of a town highway may appeal to the transportation board by filing a notice of 
appeal with the executive secretary of the transportation board. 

(g) The agency shall provide each town with a map of all of the highways in that town together with the mileage of 
each class I, 2, 3, and 4 highway, as well as each trail, and such other information as the agency deems appropriate. 

Excerpt of 19 V.S.A. § 305 - Measurement and inspection from Vermont Statutes Online located at­
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/fullsection .cfm?Title=l9&Chapter=003&Section=00305 

January 2015 
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~ YERMONT 
State ofVermont Agency of Transportation 
Division of Policy, Planning and Intermodal Development - Mapping Section 
One National Life Drive Telephone: 802-828-2600 
Montpelier, vr 05633-5001 Fax: 802-828-2334 
http://vtrans.vermont.gov Email: johnathan.croft@state.vt.us 

Chair, Selectboard 
Ripton 
c/o Town Clerk 
PO Box 10 
Ripton, VT 05766 

January 9, 2015 

TO: TOWN / CITY/ VILLAGE CLERK AND SELECTBOARD / ALDERMEN / TRUSTEES 

Due to a clerical error, the Certificates of Highway Mileage that was sent earlier this 
month was dated as 2014 instead of 2015. For our record keeping in the Mapping Section 
and for clarity, a new 2015 Certificate of Highway Mileage is being sent. 

Please replace the previous Certificate with the corrected 2015 Certificate 
of Highway Mileage that is enclosed. 

Please refer to the previously sent guidance documents, checklist, instructions, and 
guidelines regarding the processing of the Certificates. 

To effectively process all the mileage certificates in a timely manner and to assure the 
completion of the mileage summaries, it is important that towns submit the certificates on 
time. Certificates must be postmarked on or before February 20, 2015. Certificates 
that are postmarked after February 20, 2015 may not be processed. 

Thank you for your assistance and please feel free to contact me with any questions or 
comments regarding the Mileage Certificates, or mapping general. 

Sincerely, 

Johnathan Croft 
AOT GIS Database Administrator 
VTrans Mapping Section 
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Town of Ripton Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

Date Meeting No. I Call to order I Call to adjourn I Next Meeting 
11-10-2014 2014-24 I 7:33 p.m. I 10:10 p.m. I 11-24-14, 7:30, town office 

Members present Chair Laureen Cox, Richard Collitt, Ronald Wimett. 
Visitors/participants From Addison County Solid Waste Management District (ACSWMD) 

Teresa Kuczynski, District Manager and Donald Maglienti, Program 
Manager; residents, recycling committee - Steve Zwicky, ACSWMD 
delegate for Ripton, Mac Cox, Barry King, Warren King. Selectboard 
administrator, Alison Joseph. 

Motions/votes Motions/seconds are by Richard Collitt/Ronald Wimett (RC/R W), 
approval by all unless otherwise noted. Unanimously approved: 

• Minutes of 10-27-14 and 11-02-14 . 

• Adding Old Town Road/Old Center Turnpike to the 2015 
Certificate of Highway Mileage and General Highway Map, 
classified as follows: class 4 road from the centerline of Rte 
125 five-hundred feet (500') to a tum-around point, legal trail 
from that point to the Ripton/Middlebury town line. 

• Lafayette Highway Specialties proposal for guardrail work, 
$4,292.50. 

• Short Surveying proposals for land surveying services at Cook 
Cemetery with payment split as follows: a perimeter survey, 
$3,375.00 paid by the Town, and a plot survey, $2,475.00 paid 
by the Cemetery Commission. 

• A Town account at Aubuchon Hardware for purchase of approved 
facilities related items. 

• Brook Field Service 2015 generator maintenance contract for two 
inspections, $1,203. 

• Orders: General Fund $121,270.65 and Roads $7,196.83 . 
Agenda & Discussion 

1. A2enda Added discussion of the 2014-15 audit. 

2. Visitors See agenda item 3. 

3. Act 148- Ms. Kuczynski and Mr. Maglienti provided handouts and explained Act 
Recycling 148, the Universal Recycling Law. Discussion included: goals, 

requirements, time lines, pricing, past practices, hauler exemptions, 
hazardous waste, grants, and what Ripton needs to do to comply with the 
2017 deadline to separate food and yard waste from trash. All visitors left 
at the close of this discussion, 9:00 p.m. 

4. Minutes Reviewed and approved minutes of 10-27-14. 
Corrected and approved minutes of 11-02-14. 

5. Old Business 
a. Roads A quote for guardrail work in 5 locations was approved (see motions/votes) 

after discussion of the road budget. Raising the height of some guardrail 
was approved as an additional item. 
The sandpile is done. Road grading will continue when possible. 

b. Old Town Rd./Old The board moved and approved to add Old Town Rd./Old Center Turnpike 
Center Tpike right- to the 2015 General Highway Map as a class 4 road from the centerline of 
of-way Rte 125 five-hundred feet to a turn-around point and as a town trail from 

there to the Middlebury town line (see motions/votes). 
C. Grants Better Backroads grant: the culvert project on the Goshen Rd. is done, 

though not all invoices are received. 
Structures grant: culvert extension near Baker Bridge (B2, THI), the 



guardrail is to be installed before mid-Dec. 
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) FY 2014 grant, Peddlers 
Bridge Rd. culvert study: the consultant is waiting for a hydraulic study. 
A TAC FY 2015 grant proposal to follow-up on the recommendations of 
the Old Center Turnpike right-of-way study was submitted. 

d. Cemeteries . Proposals for survey work at Cook Cemetery were approved ( see 
motions/votes). 

e. Town buildings Drainage work outside the buildings is done. Other discussion included 
furnishings, equipment, handyman projects, budget and accounts (see 
motions/votes). 

f. Open meeting law No update. 

g. Dogs Two owners of unlicensed dogs responded, though have not completed 
licensing. 

6. Officer Reports Delinquent tax collector, $12,959.09 due; treasurer, budget and bank 
balances - discussed insured amounts and education payments; zoning 
administrator, Oct. report - 1 permit and 2 verifications issued. 

7. New Business 
a. correspondence - Zoning administrator re. property inspection; town clerk re. officer training 

expense; Sheriffs Deputy patrol reports - filed; VT rans bridge construction 
survey; Special Investigations Unit funding survey - responded. 

b. audit Vermont League of Cities and Towns recommendations regarding 
audits and a draft request-for proposals were discussed. 

8. Next meetin2 11-24-14: agenda to include review of trai Is ordinance. 

9. Bills/orders Reviewed, approved roads and general fund orders (see motions/votes). 

/;Jl,y, ~~~--
Laureen Cox Ronald Wimett Richard Collitt 



Ripton Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

Date Meeting# I Call to Order I Adjourn I Next Regular Meeting 
11-02-2014 2014-23 I 12:10 p.m. I 1:55 p.m. I 11-10-14, 7:30 p.m., town office 

Attendees Selectboard: Laureen Cox (LC), Ronald Wimett (RW), Richard Collitt (RC). 
Clerk/administrator: Alison Joseph. 
Participants: Lynn Coeby, Gail Lewis. 

Agenda Site visit to Old Town Road to look at public right-of-way. 

Motions/votes None. 
Discussion 
Old Town Road/Old The board and property owners walked a portion of the right-of-way from 498 Old 
Center Turnpike Town Road west along the existing utility line easement to pole #156 on US Forest 
right-of-way Service (USFS) property. All agreed on a proposed public right-of-way path location 

down slope (north) of the utility line between poles #160 and #156. The proposed path 
would move off of the existing road surface at approximately pole# 160 near 498 Old 
Town Road and rejoin the utility easement path at pole #156 on USFS land.The 
proposed path crosses parcels 10-01-46.3 (Coeby), 10-01-47 (Lewis) and USFS 500 
Bn. A pull-off east of 498 Old Town Road was discussed. 
Discussion closed and the meeting adjourned at l :55 p.m. 

~ 

~~ r--J /l CQJlo,-----
Laureen Cox Ronald Wimett Richard Collitt 



Ripton Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

Date Meeting# I Call to Order I Adioum I Next Regular Meeting 
11-02-2014 2014-23 I 12:10 p.m. I 1:55 p.m. I 11-10-14, 7:30 p.m., town office 

Attendees Selectboard: Laureen Cox (LC), Ronald Wimett (RW), Richard Collitt (RC). 
Clerk/administrator: Alison Joseph. 
Participants: Lynn Coeby, Gail Lewis. 

Agenda Site visit to Old Town Road to look at public right-of-way. 

Motions/votes None. 

Discussion 
Old Town Road/Old The board and property owners walked a portion of the right-of-way from 498 Old 
Center Turnpike Town Road west along the existing utility line easement to pole #156 on US Forest 
right-of-way Service (USFS) property. All agreed on a proposed public right-of-way path location 

down slope (north) of the utility line between poles #160 and #156. The proposed path 
would move off of the existing road surface at approximately pole #160 near 498 Old 
Town Road and rejoin the utility easement path at pole #156 on USFS land. The 
proposed path crosses parcels 10-01-46.3 (Coeby), 10-01-47 (Lewis) and USFS 500 
Bn. A pull-off east of 498 Old Town Road was discussed. 
Discussion closed and the meeting adioumed at 1 :55 o.m. 

Laureen Cox Ronald Wimett Richard Collitt 



Ripton Selectboard Meetin2 Minutes 
Date Meeting # I Call to Order I Adjourn I Next Regular Meeting 

10-27-2014 2014-22 I 7:30 p.m. I 10:05 p.m. I 11-10-14, 7:30 p.m., town office 
Attendees Selectboard: Laureen Cox (LC), Ronald Wimett (RW), Richard Collitt (RC) . 

Clerk/administrator: Alison Joseph. 
Visitors present 7:30 -8:30: Charles Billings, Gail Lewis, Elizabeth Walker. 

Motions/votes Moved/seconded/approved: 
Motions RC/2nds RW/approval all unless noted. 

• Minutes of 10-13-14 (R W /LC) . 

• Orders: Roads: $11,595.99; General Fund: $35,730.20 . 

• Special'Meeting, 11-02-14, noon, starting at the town office, traveling 
to/from Old Town Rd. for the purpose oflooking at/discussing the Old 
Center urn pike/Old own Rd. right-of-way. 

• Application to the Addison County Regional Planning Commission 
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) for a grant to plan the 
route of the Old Center Turnpike/Old Town Road in Ripton. 

• Letter to town clerk/treasurer regarding the website and open meetings . 

• An advance of education taxes paid to the Ripton Town School District in 
the amount of$70,000, to be received by Nov. 3, 2014 and to show on 
the orders of the 11-10-14 meeting. 

Discussion 
1. Agenda No changes. 
2. Visitors - The board and visitors discussed the public right-of-way, road classification, 

Old Town maintenance history of this and other roads, concerns, existing and past bridges, and 
Road/Old Center the need for a site visit and further discussion. 
Tum ike,,.right-of- The board approved a special meeting for a site visit/inspection. See motions/votes. 
way 

3. Minutes Approved 10-13-14 minutes. 
4. Old Business 
a. Roads The winter sand pile is ready. Grading was done on the following roads: Lincoln 

Rd., Robbins Crossroad, Dugway, North Branch Rd. Missing or damaged signs at 
Dragon Brook Rd, Dugway, and North Branch Rd. were noted. 

b. Road grants 
Structures: The structures grant (#BC1569) for extension of culvert #1C36 near Baker Bridge 

(B2, THl) will be complete after guardrail installation. 

ACRPC TAC grants Addison County Regional Planning Commission Transportation Advisory 
Committee study grants: 

Old Center Turnpike The Old Center Turnpike right-of-way study concluded with a legal determination 
that the route is a public right-of way. See discussion with visitors. 
Application for a follow-up grant was approved. 

Peddlers Bridge Rd. 
culverts The Peddlers Bridge Rd. culvert study continues. 

c. Cemeteries Preliminary survey work for Galvin Cemetery (Rte 125) is done. Cook Cemetery 
survey work is anticipated for November. 

d. Buildings Discussion included: ditching behind town buildings, furnishings, painting. 

e. Open Meeting Law Website responsibilities and correspondence were discussed. 

f. Dogs A complaint about a dog from 1568 North Branch Rd. was received at the last 
meeting. The owner is taking steps to licensing. The list of owners of dogs 
previously but not currently licensed remains: DiPaolo, Jackson, Randall, Rudinsky. 



5. New Business 
a. correspondence Red Cross and other funding requests; Sheriffs patrol reports; request from the 

Addison Central Supervisory Union on behalf of the Ripton Elementary School for 
advance payment of $70,000 of education tax (see motions/votes); VLCT 2015 
municipal, policy, papers, workshop notices; VT Local Roads re. guardrails; National 
Disaster Resilience Competition; right-of-way concerns at 4257 Lincoln Rd. 

b. zoning violation A potential zoning violation on the North Branch Rd. was discussed. 

6. Next meeting Special Meeting, Sunday, 11-02-14, noon, see motions/votes. 
The agenda for both the special meeting and next regular meeting, 11-10-14, 
includes discussion of Old Town Rd./Old Center Turnpike. 

7. Bills/orders Reviewed/approved. 

Laureen Cox Ronald Wimett Richard Collitt 



Date 
09-22-2014 

Attendees 

Motions/votes 

Discussion 
1. A2enda 
2. US Forest 

Service 

Ripton Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
Meeting# I Call to O.rder I Adjourn I Next Meeting 
2014-20 I 7:30 p.m. I 10:10 p.m. I 10-13-14, 7:30 p.m., town office 

Selectboard: Laureen Cox, chair; Ronald Wimett, Richard Collitt. 
Clerk/administrator: Alison Joseph. 
Chris Mattrick, US Forest Service, to discuss mutual concerns; 
Paul Gillies and Kevin Russell to present and discuss the Old Centre Turnpike 
Preservation Study; Tim Bouton, Addison County Regional Planning Commission 
(ACRPC); Gail Lewis, Tim Billings, Eleanor Coeby, Lynn Coeby, Liz Walker, 
Charles Billings, Robert Murphy, Old Town Rd. residents and/or property owners; 
Bryan Alexander, Jonathan Blake, Aaron and Bjorn Coburn, Warren King. 
Unless noted, motions/2nds are by R. Collitt (RC), R. Wimett (RW), approval by 
all (RC/R W /LC). 
Moved/seconded/approved: 

• Minutes of 09-08-14. 
• USFS acquisition of portion of land from parcel #02-01-0024, along the 

Lincoln Rd. and Pearl Lee Rd. 
• Workshop and mileage for staff/officers: audit workshop. 
• Orders: Roads: $7,862.75; General Fund: $10.138.24. 

The order of the agenda was changed to accommodate visitors. 
USFS District Ranger Chris Mattrick spoke of Forest Service concerns in Ripton 
and answered questions. Discussion included: 

• Natural Turnpike Project timber sales are complete; 
• the Steam Mill gravel pit project is on hold; 
• Sparks Pit issues including dumping, a gate to remain unlocked, and noise 

from shooter use of tannerite exploding targets; 
• the unknown future for the USFS Ripton barracks buildings off of the 

Goshen Rd. (next to Silver Towers Camp); 
• radio repeaters and communication; 
• planning for upgrades at the Robert Frost wayside and interpretive trails; 

Green Mountain Power utility relocation; winter plowing for parking at the 
Frost trails; 

• car break-ins at trailheads; 
• Steam Mill Road culverts and communication about detours; 
• the Sept. 28th celebration of the 50t11 anniversary of the Wilderness Act; 

forest road planning; 
• that the comment period for a comprehensive trail strategy proposal is 

open; 
• a forthcoming USFS document about hazard trees; 
• Ripton Historical Society interest in the former CCC camp off Natural 

Turnpike, archaeological resources, appreciation of retired archaeologist 
David Lacey, and trails and signs at the CCC site; 

• potential sale of 150 acres from Poritz to USFS. 

Though town approval is not required, Mr. Mattrick asked the selectboard if they 
approve USFS acquisition of 150 +/- acres, from parcel id 02-01-24 on the Lincoln 
and Pearl Lee Rds. Ranger Mattrick provided a tax analysis that showed the loss of 
tax revenue offset by federal payment in lieu of taxes and a rural schools grant. 
Comments were made about the minimal impact to the town and the importance of 
this acquisition for the USFS. Discussion with Ranger Mattrick closed at 8: 10 p.m. 
The board moved and approved its support of the proposed land transfer (see 
motions/votes). 



3. Old Centre 
Turnpike Consultants Paul Gillies and Kevin Russell presented their findings of this Addison 
Preservation County Regional Planning Commission (ACRPC) Transportation Advisory 
Study Committee (TAC) grant study concerning the Old Centre Turnpike right-of-way. 
Presentation 

Mr. Russell explained the study was to clarify the legal status of the right-of-way 
and its potential use as a corridor for emergency access. Mr. Gillies described his 
research and legal opinion that the Old Centre Turnpike right-of-way is a public 
right-of way owned by the Town. It is a route laid out in 1793, purchased by the 
Town in 1853, and never legally discontinued. A map prepared by LandWorks 
illustrated the road and the current and historic Middlebury/Ripton boundary. The 
right-of-way is a class 4 road in Middlebury near the Oak Ridge Trail parking area 
on Rte 125 extending to what is now Old Town Rd. in Ripton. The consultants 
recommend that the Town add the road to the General Highway Map and 
Certificate of Highway Mileage by July 2015. 

Discussion followed about the process for addition to the highway map and 
certificate of mileage, processes for layout and discontinuance, the Ancient Roads 
law, identifiable versus unidentifiable corridors, road classification and 
maintenance, USFS use and maintenance, re-routing, the 1853 town acquisition of 
the Centre Turnpike, past FEMA payments and future eligibility issues. 

Mr. Gillies clarified that though the Town acquired the road when it was in the 
current Rte 125 location, it acquired the rights of the 1793 survey. No survey of 
the road from 1853 was found. 

Mr. Russell recommended that the town work with stakeholders on a plan to 
manage the right-of-way with respect of the privacy and security that current 
property owners have expected and enjoyed. Portions may be classified a town trail 
and use managed by an ordinance. 

The consultants supplied a draft resolution for the selectboard concerning the road, 
but the selectboard took no action. The board will not act on this issue before its 
Oct. 27th meeting. 

All visitors left the meeting at the close of this discussion, 9:20 p.m. 

4. Minutes After amendment, the Sept.8th meeting minutes were approved. 
5. Old Business 

a. Roads The winter sand pile site is prepared. 
b. Road grants 

Structures: The structures grant (#BC 1569) for extension of culvert# 1 C36 near Baker Bridge 
(B2, THI) is underway. 

USFS& 
Better One of two culvert replacements ( # l 8C24 and # 18C26) on the Goshen Rd. (TH 18, 
Backroads USFS32) with ditching and seeding is complete. 

ACRPC See above for the Old Centre Turnpike Study grant. 
TAC grants The Peddler Bridge Road culvert study is due. 

C. Budget Road budget expenditures were noted for assignment to grants. 
d. Buildings Home Partners commitment to completing Community House painting was 

discussed. 
e. Open No discussion. 

Meeting law 



. . 
f. Dogs Four dog owners licensed their dogs after the most recent reminder to do so. The 

list of owners of dogs previously but not currently licensed is: DiPaolo, Jackson, 
Rudinsky. 

6. New Business 
a. Correspondence VLCT municipal workshops; 

USDA/USFS notice of completion of grant/agreement number 
09RO1109200034. 

r;4 
Laureen Cox Richard Collitt 



Town Highway/Legal Trails Addition/Reclassification/Discontinuance Checklist 

Submission of this checklist is not required, but is supplied to help municipalities organize the 
documentation required to process additions / reclassifications / discontinuances of highways and 
trails. The documentation is subject to verification by VTrans. 

Check the box 0 if the information is included as part of the documentation submitted. 

~ A description of the affected highway or trail 
Vt. Stat. Ann . tit. 19, § 305(e) 

~ Minutes of meetings at which the legislative body took action with respect to the changes 

(include copies of the meeting minutes) Vt. Sta t. Ann. ti t. 19, § 305(el 

li2(" A current town highway map with the requested deletions and additions sketched on it 
Vt. Stat. An n. tit. 19, § 305(e) 

D Evidence of written notice to adjoining landowners 

(include a copy of the newspaper notice and a copy of the letter sent to adjoining landowners) 
Vt. Stat. Ann. ti t. 19, § 709 

A copy of any surveys of the affected highway or trail* 
Vt. Stat. Ann . tit. 19, § 305(e) Vt. Stat. Ann. ti t. 19, § 704 

*Note: A survey shall not be required for class 4 town highways that are legally established 
prior to February 10, 2006 // and a survey is not needed for Discontinuances. 

B 't/drcJ'J.v.....~ lflCtb c--u- Cj/lv~,--13~r·~ ¼v-/c 
For Class 3 or Class 4 town highway additions 

D A Certificate of Completion and Opening 

□ 

While not required by statute, a Certificate of Completion and Opening form is a helpful 
document for the record. 

If the highway or trail to be added is "not clearly obt 

as a highway or trail", then supply the additional doc 
statute: 

19 V.S.A. § 305(d) - At least 45 days prior to 
that is not clearly observable by physical evidence oJ 
legally established prior to February 10, 2006 in the: 
(b) of this section, the legislative body of the munici1 
opportunity to be heard at a duly warned meeting of1 
lands through which a highway or trail passes or abui 

All records filed with the agency are sul 
accordance with 19 V .S.A. § 305 (a) anc 



Old Center Turnpike Preservation Study Report DRAFT 9-9-14 September 2014 

Introduction 

The Town of Ripton received support from the Addison County Regional Planning Commission 
(ACRPC) to conduct a study of an historic transportation corridor commonly known as Old 
Center Turnpike and Old Town Road and to preserve the corridor for public use. The goal of the 
preservation study was to determine the current legal status of the corridor and make 
recommendations on measures necessary to preserve the permanent control of the public right-of­
way of the Town Ripton. On behalf of the Town, the ACRPC issued a request for proposals for 
professional consultants to conduct the study, provide a legal opinion and produce a report with 
recommendations to provide certainty and direction on the issue. The ACRPC and Town selected 
the consulting team of Paul Gillies of Tarrant, Gillies, Merriman and Richardson of Montpelier, 
and Kevin Russell of Community Development Services of Waitsfield to conduct the study, 
research the topic and prepare this report. LandWorks of Middlebury provided valuable mapping 
resources, accurately compiling the relevant information on a comprehensive Base Map (Appendix 
B). Through research of the legal record the project team has found that the Town has legal 
control of the corridor for current and future use by the public. A formal legal opinion that asserts 
that the road was legally established and never legally discontinued can be found on page 6. 

GREEN 
MOUNTAIN 
NATIONAL 
FOREST 
(GMNF) 

®Adi::~P" 

MIDDLEBURY 

--
Purpose and Need Statement 

The purpose of the study is to confirm, or provide a strategy to obtain, the legal public right-of-way of 
the former Center Turnpike as laid out, constructed and in use since1808 within the Town of Ripton. 
The Old Center Turnpike Preservation Study Report will provide a legal opinion and an outline of the 
steps necessary for the Town to add the road to its Town's Certificate of Highway Mileage and 
General Highway Map, preserving the corridor for public use. 

The need for legal control of the right-of-way is for the Town to utilize the corridor for future needs 
that benefit the public, including primarily for emergency access in the event of a closure of State 
Route 125. Recent and historic floods of the Middlebury River have caused road closures in the past 
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and additional events are predicted to increase in frequency and impact in the future. 
Particularly vulnerable are the residents of Old Town Road who W<"" 1 ' 

otherwise be stranded if the Potash Bridge were to be J,--- · /~ 
analysis that was conducted in 2010 conr1•· 1 

- ,l -z. oOw 
effective to employ the corr;,J · \--1 Cj ~ 
Road as an alternative rot \~r / 
Formally acknowledging t 
enable the Town to take ac 

Furthermore, the Town has 
Certificate of Mileage and Gt _ _,.,,ng the 
public right-of-way as a conse,. _ -, ; 8, a law that requires all 
town roads and trails to be adu_.., co the official Town Highway Map by 
July 1, 2015. The study report outlines the steps necessary to comply 
with this Act. 

Project History 

A detailed chronology of the history of the corridor is found in the "History of Center 
Turnpike/Old Town Road in Ripton, VT from 1793 to 2008" by Charles Billings and provided 
valuable background information for the preservation study (Attachment A). In 1793, John Foot 
surveyed a road from the Middlebury Court House easterly through what is now Ripton. In 1794, 
the Middlebury Selectboard recorded this layout in the land records on May 8 (Book 2, pages 221 
and 222). On November 4, 1800, the Center Turnpike Company was chartered by the Vermont 
Legislature to provide a toll road from Middlebury to Woodstock. Among the incorporators were 
Gamaliel Painter and Daniel Chipman. The road was built in 1808 along the corridor of a above­
mentioned road survey recorded by the Town of Middlebury. 

The original road survey and the route of the early turnpike within the Towns of Middlebury and 
Ripton followed a different alignment than the current Robert Frost Memorial Drive, State Roure 
125. As with all early Vermont turnpikes, there were changes made to its alignment due to 
challenging topography and developing land use patterns. Around 1825, approximately 2½ miles 
of the road became little used when the main turnpike was relocated downslope, adjacent to the 
Middlebury River to provide a connection to the commerce along the river and the growing 
village of Ripton. The piece of the former 1793-surveyed road that 
became bypassed is the topic of this study two hundred years later, 
and now known as Old Center Turnpike in Middlebury and Old 
Town Road in Ripton. 

Today the entire length of the Old Center Turnpike corridor is also 
a right-of-way for an overhead utility line that was originally 
established by Joseph Battell, a notable landowner during the late 
19th and early 20th century. This easement is recorded in the 
Middlebury Land Records. Due to this continued use, the corridor 
is open and passable in both towns. For the purpose of this study, 
we will refer to the entire corridor as the presumed Old Center 
Turnpike. Much of the land surrounding the corridor is land that 
was donated to Middlebury College by Joseph Battell and later 
became the Green Mountain National Forest. 

2 
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The legal status of the Ripton portion has been in question and was the primary focus of the 
preservation study. In 1981, the US Forest Services (USPS) investigated the status of the road and 
determined that it was still a public highway. At the time, the Town of Ripton took no formal 
action to acknowledge the road due to uncertainty of the legal status. However, the Town of 
Middlebury acknowledged its section of the corridor and added it to its General Highway Map. 
Thus, the USPS was provided access for forest management from that end of the corridor, the 
Middlebury road was upgraded to its current condition and the section that serves the residents, 
Old Town Road, became a presumed private road. 

Recent events and other planning efforts including a 2010 study- Middlebury River/Route 125 
Benefit-Cost Study - have identified the need to preserve this former road for current and future 
uses. The study identified the need to preserve the old corridor for emergency purposes and to 
reestablish the route for transportation in the event of another catastrophic flood of the 
Middlebury River and washout of the current route. If this were to happen, the Towns would 
need to demonstrate the legal right-of-way of the route for public uses as a highway. In 
Middlebury, Old Center Turnpike is shown on its General Highway Map as THI 14. The US 
Forest Services maintains this road (FS#296) for forest access and recreation usage including a trail 
known as the Oak Ridge Trail and the Catamount Trail. In Ripton however, Old Town Road is 
not shown on the highway mileage map. 

Through a collaborative effort working with representatives from the Town of Ripton, Addison 
County Regional Planning Commission, National Forest Service and other stakeholders, the 
project team researched the current status and provided a legal opinion that asserts that Old Town 
Road is, and always has been, a Ripton public highway. This report recommends strategies to 
preserve the legal right-of-way and utility of Old Town Road including the steps necessary to 
satisfy Act 178 "Ancient Roads" legislation. 

Existing Conditions 

The Old Center Turnpike and its attending power 
line deviate to the right from Route 125 just uphill 
of Upper Pines Road in Middlebury. There is a US 
Forest Service parking area and trailhead for the Oak 
Ridge Trail that provides recreation within the 
Green Mountain National Forest. The road/trail 
ascends at a moderate to steep incline as it wends its 
way above and away from the current highway. The 
corridor is uncharacteristically open for an old road 
in the woods due to the generous clearing required 
by the power line. It is quite visible by satellite. This road has a locked gate just uphill from the 
trailhead. Large hardwood forests guard the entire length including many oak, maple, ash and 
yellow birch. Wild turkey can be heard and sign of deer and moose can be seen. The clearing 
provides an edge habitat for diverse wildlife including lots of berries for black bears. The road is 
well maintained in Middlebury with a crushed marble and gravel surface. The wheel tracks are 
bright in the green grass of June. The ditches and few culverts are well maintained making for a 
dry and stable road suitable for heavy vehicles required for logging operations. Boulders are strewn 
along the way. Some not moved far from where the glacier left them, other avoided by the early 
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road builders. The road is a recreation corridor and used by hikers, bicyclists and skiers. It is an 
important link to the Catamount Trail. 

The Middlebury Class 4 Road ends at just under one mile at the 
Ripton border. At 1.25 miles the road bends sharply to the left and 
summits, crossing the one main stream by way of a metal culvert. 
This in culvert in Ripton has been maintained in recent years. Here 
the Oak Ridge Trail turns off from the road in an easterly direction 
toward Mount Moosalamoo on a single track. Just beyond, there is 
a level clearing and the well-maintained road ends. Now the road 
takes a straight line along level ground for some distance. The 
gravel is replaced by soft boggy soil providing good wildlife tracks 
to observe. Wheel tracks from ATVs are present, too. Verdant are 
the plants that envelope the road/trail within the wetland. The 
power line is noticeably lower. The public land ends within view of 
a residence that is at the top of Old Town Road. 

The section of the Old Center Turnpike, now named Old Town Road, 
is accessed from the east over a bridge across the Middlebury River. 
There are a number of private lots and residences that are served by this 
bridge and road. Old Town Road and its bridge have been maintained 
by the neighbors in recent years, with some assistance from the Town. 
There are no public lands on either side of the road from its junction 
with Rt. 125 to where the road terminates at the Green Mountain 
National Forest boundary. This is where the road transitions to the 
previously described section leading back toward Middlebury. The 
power line continues it transmissions along this road. The characteristic 
boulders punctuate. At the Lewis boundary line, there is a no 
trespassing sign. Previous legal investigations and efforts to confirm the 
public right-of-way of this piece of Old Center Turnpike have been 
inconclusive to date. This study rectifies that. 

Natural and Cultural Resources 

In addition to the observations above, the project team conducted a desktop review of the natural 
and cultural resources. The known resources are shown on the base map (see Attachment B). Any 
construction project to improve the corridor funded by Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) would trigger a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) assessment. This would 
require a comprehensive review of several natural and cultural resources to rule out any adverse 
impacts from the future construction and development of the corridor. 

Study Approach 

The approach to the study included collaborating with a project advisory committee consisting of 
the ACRPC staff, members of the Ripton Selectboard and staff, and the project's consulting team. 
Additionally, the USFS provided valuable information from the research that was performed in 
the 1980's. The project team conducted important research of the public record, developed a 
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comprehensive base map, documented important supporting exhibits (here within) and produced 
this written report with a legal opinion and recommendations. 

Kick off Meeting-July 26 
The project team and advisory committee met to initiate the project in July. At this meeting, the 
team reviewed a draft purpose and need statement, a draft outline of the steps necessary to comply 
with Act 178 and a draft base map. The team confirmed the scope of work and the direction of 
the study. Complete notes from the meeting are in Appendix C. 

Legal Research 
Following the Kick off Meeting, the team began to research the historic and legal record on the 
road. Paul Gillies, Esq. did a comprehensive review of: 

• Center Turnpike Corporate Records - Sheldon Museum 
• Middlebury Land Records 

• Ripton Land Records, and 
• USFS File on research conducted in the 1980's 

The Town of Ripton Land Records are not complete with missing records earlier than 1830. The 
record of the Town of Ripton voting in favor of spending funds to purchase and maintain the 
turnpike at a Town Meeting in 1853 (see Exhibits 4 and 5) was critical, along with the early 
laying out of the highway by the Town of Middlebury, before the boundary adjustment leaving 
the land covered by the 1793 road in Ripton. The USFS did similar research in 1981 and 
maintains an extensive file on the road in their offices in Rutland. The USFS also did a complete 
resurvey of the road at that time. This survey was recorded in the Middlebury Land Records on 
Slides 373 and 374 (shown on base map). 

Second Advisory Committee Meeting -August 12 

The project team and advisory committee met again in August to review a draft legal opinion 
provided by Paul Gillies and confirm the next steps to meet the goal of the project. The 
committee reviewed an outline of the necessary steps to add the road to the Town's General 
Highway and Certificate of Mileage. The base map was reviewed with suggestions from the 
committee on additional features to be added. The project team will plot and match the 1793 
survey, add the historic Town boundaries and label the parcels and other features. Complete notes 
from the meeting are in Appendix C. 

Legal Opinion 

To follow is the legal opinion of Paul Gillies, Esq. confirms that the corridor in question is a legal 
Ripton Town Highway. 

5 



TARRANT, GILLIES, MERRIMAN & RICHARDSON 

GERALD R. TARRANT 

PAUL S. GILLIES 

CHARLES L. MERRIMAN 

DANIEL P. RICHARDSON 

Laureen Cox, Chair 
Ripton Selectboard 
1311 Vermont 125 
Ripton, Vennont 05766 

44 EAST STATE STREET 

POST OFFICE BOX 1440 

MONTPELIER, VT 05601-1440 

(802) 223-1112 

FAX: (802) 223-6225 

September 8, 2014 

Re: Old Centre Turnpike/Town Highway 

Dear Laureen: 

OF COUNSEL 

STEPHEN A. REYNE$ 

The issue is whether the road that runs off of Route 125 easterly along the height of land 
in Ripton-the track of the fonner Centre Turnpike-is a town highway. This has been a subject 
of considerable research, surveying, and struggle over the years, but the evidence is clear enough 
for me to conclude that the track is a Class 4 town highway of Ripton. Here's how I get to that 
conclusion: 

The highway was laid out by Middlebury Selectmen in 1793. Exhibit 1. This road was 
never discontinued, and as the land over which it travels is, si,ice 1814 and 1829, located in Ripton, 
it is a town road in that town. Exhibits 2 and 3. 

Discussion of the creation of the Centre Turnpike Company and its doings over its history 
are, for purposes of this conclusion, irrelevant. The Company had control over the route for 53 
years, but in 1853 sold its interests to Ripton. Exhibits 4 and 5. 

The records of the Town of Ripton prior to 1830 are lost, and no survey of that portion of 
the route that runs from the old town line of Middlebury to the road to Goshen has been located. 
But that problem is solved by evidence that Ripton spent funds to improve the road in 1853. 
Exhibit 6. In highway law, that is evidence of dedication and acceptance, which would be an 
alternative basis to conclude it is a town highway in lieu of a survey and on top of the 1853 
purchase of the route from the Turnpike Company. _____ ~ ( 

There is a lot of information on this issue in the U.S. Forest ice Office in Rutland(_ f>'~1 l 
including surveys tracking the 1793 route with ground evidence,,;_flie Sheldon Museum has the 
corporation records of the Center Turnpike Company, and the Ripton and Middlebury town land 
records have even more information, but nothing in any of it suggests that the road is not a Ripton 



town road. Middlebury recognized it as a town road as it runs through that municipality, in 1982. 
It's time for Ripton to do the same. 

Ripton has had opportunities in the 1980s to take this step, but its Selectboard was cautious 
and resistant, largely because of a concern that landowners along the route would be upset. 
Apparently there are successor landowners who have a similar idea, including one who has erected 
signs insisting that the road is not a public highway. This resistance does not change the underlying 
fact that the road is a highway, however. Road easements can't be extinguished the way private 
easements can. 19 V.S.A. § 1102. 

Some have complained that they spent money improving the road, and hinted that this 
changes things, but that is a mistaken theory. That they went ahead and made improvements 
without the approval of the Selectboard has no impact on the underlying facts either. 

The running of utility lines along the route, beginning in 1881, is of some value in 
confirming that it is a town highway, but that is not determinative either. 

What matters is the 1793 survey and the 1853 purchase of the route and payment of funds 
to improve it by the Town of Ripton, plus a lack of any evidence of discontinuance. The lesson of 
the ancient roads law and the various cases that have come from fights between landowners and 
towns on old roads is that a highway never ceases to exist without some affirmative act of the 
Selectboard, discontinuing the public interest in the road. There is no evidence that that has 
occurred. There is neglect and a failure to acknowledge, but no discontinuance. 

The Town should, however, ensure that the highway is placed on the official town highway 
map, by providing the evidence of its creation to the Agency of Transportation Mapping Division. 

Thank you 

re· 
Paul Gillies 
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Exhibit 1 - 1793 Survey of John Foot - recorded on May 8, 1794 in the Middlebury Land 

Records - Book 2, Pages 221 and 222, and a transcript excerpt from the Middlebury Road Book. 

Exhibit 2 - 1814 Laws Passed by the Vermont Legislature, page 141 - Middlebury to Ripton 

boundary change documentation. 

Exhibit3- 1829 Acts Passed by the Vermont Legislature, page 20 - Middlebury to Ripton 

boundary change documentation. 

Exhibit 4 - 1800 to 1808 Acts Passed by the Vermont Legislature- excerpts related to the Charter 

of the Center Turnpike. 

Exhibit 5 - March 30, 1853 Ripton Town Meeting Proceedings, page 126 -voters acted not to 

rescind a vote taken on March 8 to purchase and maintain the Center Turnpike. 

Exhibit 6-April 15, 1853 Ripton Town Meeting Proceedings, page 126 and 127 -voters acted 

again not to rescind a vote take on March 8 to purchase and maintain the Center Turnpike. 
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Middlebury 27th Sept. 1,194,; -,·'{~,;~· 
follo1 · 1 wit: beginning at ·a sit:a~~f; 
corner f the court house square ,~~pi:c;.:;~·) 
to a sta s·tanding on the bank o.t'>;Oit::el'!:;J 
Said line n the east side· of said. · roadi··/· . . . . .. 

Middle·bury, pri·l 16, 1794• 
~~c. 1 _d this s · vey OZ! _rec(?rd 
Attest. Robert · uston, Tm:m 

G. Painter, 

Stephen Goodrich 
Nathaniel Munger 
Joshua Hide 

' .: ~}j:, ,. ·•.' .... 

We, the subscr uthori ty, by virtue of the Statute Jlaw: :of' tbis 
state in such car made ru: provided, do hereby set· over- to G~ Fa.1:nte:e, 
land Miller the· heirs and ssign .fore.var the land contained; witnm 
old road that ·s ".vest ot: the ad contained.in the- above :s .tirvey.; Ldo 
hereby annex he same to the sa G~ Samµe1s lan~ sererai~y, _iju;o~I;;EWant 
as ,vas tak · from each one; for s d old road.. ~o ha:ve ·,attd teXli.lbllra;::the 
s-a,me:, in e:re -Of d·amages done to- the· said ::G,;., -and cSa.mueJ. ,1i)y- :1~~1Ag:5;::fiqe 
new .roa .· .containedvli thin above surv.ey the .same being. 1:aid thr6~~,.-,t1i'e 
··said. :. -:and S.a.llluels land. . . . .. 

}". · ·. .., '. 

1aiiw~'3fe~li:t7; ·A~3ti,:t .16th, 1794. 

' ' •<;: -:: <~n :qoodr.f'.oh' ' 
Nit' .• ,an:eii :Munse±t. 
Jq:shua Hide . .· 

Selectmen 

..· .... , 

.. 

-•:,: . -:-.-·-b .. . -~< 

. -R~c:t d th(:) ;:Cpre,gq~g on record. ..A.~~·fre;t:. R'o,~i,r-t Hu,:~ton . ., Wowri Ql~k~ 
-:;:: . .··:.··?.(:,(;::,}:j~'.( :: ~ -;. : ; ' .. 



. ,, . 
:: ·,,, r..:..•~ \ "> 

EXHllllT -

j 61 

LiSlS PASS.ED BY THE LEGISLA.TORE OF THE STAfi 
OF VE!UlONT AT TliElll OCTOBER SESSION, 1814. 

Ohapte-r Cl.V. 

An ao-t anne:zina • p,at or -IJM un of M14dleburf 
t O the TGllD of Bip'toa. -

..... ~ 

It is he~•b7 enaokt i;r th• .-.ral A.aaably of 
the State ot TtmllD&ic• tat a ,_.,. GS laJld on tile east 
side ot the IIG1Ul~• 1ll JU.44lebQ71 in 'ille _ Co1111ty of 
Addison, deaoribe4 ,.. toll.ewe, to c.1i: BIIS,,a1ng at 
the sout.lleas't con.•· er .a.14 llta41ebury; tliaee v-es't 
in· the sou-th line o~ aa.14 -to,ra.. 1 Jrd..le; th&DOe nor,herly 
to a stake in tile _,.h line ot :-14 Jti.ddlieb\U"Y, one 
mile and one hal1' ~ ._. aortlieaat corner or· ae.id 
W.ddlebury; theno:e ,oa ·ilaY nft1.h liae at aa14 Middle­
bury to the ao.rae-.t: -~Jl' tt•••ti thenoe ~o the 
1"1rst bollllda; 1:rei:ng di- the _,... 1a, hereby annexed 
to the to1'l'l of Bi»ha. I.a aa.14 Gouty. 

Reterenoe: Lawa et 181-4., :page 1.ti • .--

·--~, .. ,,. 

I ·••:,••· ··· • 
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ACTS PA.SSED BY TB]; LEGISLA.TURE OF THE STATE 
OF V&:1IONT A1' T'AEIB OCTOBER SESSION 1829. 

Soc. 31. .An Act .umexing Part ot ·the Tollil of 
Midilebury to the !!.'own ot Ripton. 

EXHIBIT 

0 

~tis hereby 9118C'ted. by the General Assembly ot 
"11• state of Vermont ihat ao Blch or the tom ot 
M14Uabury a.a llaa ntld.B the llcmn4a tolloll'iJig, to 
nts Bt1g1nn1ng at t-he ~ bebuea aa14 1!14414bury 
ant. ti:pton., in said County• on the south line or 
Zailla OUsbmso's farm; thence 1'98t Olll the IICllth line 
ot sai.d tar.m, 18 rod.a., to the soll'th1Ftu1.t oorner .ct · 
said ta.rm; 'thence north on the west line ot said fa!'JD. 
to the northwest cornor; thenoe east on t_he north line 
ot sai.tl tani to the line beuen. said Midilebuey and 
RiptQ; 4'henoe to the first JU111lioned bounds, l>e, and 
-..e 1• hereby 11B1lue4 110, an4 .1n all Nspeots made 
a pin ot said town of Rl1•rtoa.. 

ProT14ed that '111•· act aball ut be in to~e until 
the iena ot Mi.44lebwr1 and BilJIOll shall each, l>y vote 
in the •wn meeting. haYe at vea 'lh.eir assent 1.o 'the 
same. 
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ufation arid management of the faid aque­
dust, aqd for carrying into efteG1, its ben­
eficial purpofes. . . 

Seel. ~. And it is hereby further enacted, 
Mcdera; That it fha11 be the duty of the moderator, 

tor's _~~.'..Y•-- ·when chofen, to prefide in all meetings 
of faid proprietors and owners, and direct 

the mode oL proceedings therein. And it 
fhall .be the duty of the clerk to regifi.er 
the names of all the propriet0rsand owne1 s 
the 1aid aqueduct ; to req>rd all transfers . 

Ce1k's cu .of £hares in · the fame, and alfo from · 
r,. time to time, all votes, proceedings and 

bye laws, ·of iaid proprietors. · Andwhen 
the proprietors fiiall afieis ai1y tax for re­
pairing the faid aqueduct; making any 

··addition thereto, or . other purpo:e : and 
if any iuch proprietor fhall neglect or re­
fu[e to pay any tax .duly aifofied by faid 
~orpcration, to the clerk aforefaid, whh­
in thirty days after the t ime appoin­
ted for the payment thereof, the faid 

. Clfrk em- cler~ is herebir authorifod to foll at 
powl'.red 10 public vendue; tne :!hare or {hares 01 fuch 
f:I __ ~1am for delinquent proprietor or proprietors, un •· 
n.,, meet of d ,· 1 1 . h · _d r;;..1-:c~. er ,ue .• 1 regu at1011s us t e !a1 corporation 

may, by their bye-laws dire&. _And ;uch 
derk {hall enter in the book~ of faid eor• 
:eoration 'uch fa1e, and the purchafer may 
th_ereupon be confidered, to all intents ~nd 
purpoies, the proprietor thereof; and the 
overplus, if any there be, upon fuch fale, 
fhall be paid on demand by the clerk, to 
the perfon whore rnare or fharei fhall have 
be~n fo fold as aforefaid. · 
. ~Sec. 3. A11d it is hereby further enacted, 
That if any perion who i~ not a proprietor 
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·111 faid aqueduct, . £hall impede, l~inderob- · 
sl:rn<St or injure faid aqueduct, corhpiit any , Perfofs 
• f: ·[s t:1 . , • · d . , ·. · . cc:nir.m.:ig cre,p>a . · 11ereon, or ao any . amage-;to the tr::r;;ar~_ ,0 

fam.e, .or ·any -ea:t thereof, __ he lliall>.gay pay d,:1{ng-;s. 
alldamages fu1:tamed by fmd proprietor.s ----'~ 
thereby ; to be recovered, ii} the 1:a,me of·~.-- . __ .. -/ 
the clerk, to and for the benefit of laid oro- - · ·· --· 
prietors, before any ceurt proper to· try 
the fame. · · · 

Sec. 4. And £; is hereby further em!:ied, 
. That the adrninifirators to the eftate of Ad.n:n,i-
s l ~,r·11- l - 1 t ~ R l . d cr:: :ur,>fS. amue w 1 1ams, e,quire, a~e o. ~1t aa , Willia,ns, 

decea[ed, be, and they are hereby ~uthori- Efq w give 
fed, to execute a 1ea1e to aid proprietors, :$ •iii_;n led 
. of the privilege of making faid aquedt16t, - · 
through the lands belonging to faid eftate, 
and ef affigning · to- faid proprietors, all 
le~res \Yhich were e:-cecut.ed to the faid Sa-
m.ue1 vVilliamsin his life time, for the pur-
pofes of raid aqueduct. 

P.z.ffed No11ember 6th, 1800, 
A tnle copy, attefl, · 

Ros•.vELL HoPKIN~, Secrttary • . 

An act inC{)rporating C!'rtain per Jons therein · 
mentio_ned, by the . name of the centre 
turn· pike company. 

Whereas the public road leading from the 
cou,:t_·boufe in Middlebury, in the county Qf 
fddifon, to the courthoufe in .ff7ood:ftock, 
m the sounty of l-!7indfor, and alfa to Hoy-

. alton, infaid county of !J1ndfar, is circuit,­
ous, mJuntainous and rocky, and the ex­
pence oj Jhortenir,.g, making and rep:iiring 
a r:oad, over faid ground, would be . inucb 

I 
· Preamil:, 

' .greater than ought to . be borne by tbe towns . 
-through which the fame may pafs. ,__ll!EX~H11l•a•rr--

I Lf ·1' . 
'. .,--· -- · . 

......,,. ,., .~ . 
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The11efore, 

Section :I. JT ts her.thy enacled by the ~ 
,. · general ajfembly. of the .ft ate 

of V.erinont, That Daniel Chipman. Samuel 
Miller, Gamaliel Painter, S~gi Sto;n:s, Sa-

Inc;;rpCl'J'a- ✓muel Foot, Samuel Mattocks, jun. Efaias 
··rion·o~ccnm B_utts, Enock- ·Ermne:fa11;1 '.Thomas_H_odg- · 
,unip,ke km·s, Elias Keys, BenJamm Emmoris, Ban• 

.cempacy. · S Z R bb" h Jamin wan, enas 1.0 · ms, and f uc _per-
1ons as fhall be aITociatc<: with them and · 
their fucceifors, and their heirs and affigns, 
foall be a body corporate, by the name of 

N2:ne of the centre turn pike comp{lny., and by that 
the company. name may fue and be fued ; may purcha(e 

Their and hold property ; may have a CQmmon 
powen. feal; and {hall have and enjoy all the pri­

vileges which are incident to corporatisns, 
for the purpofe or laying out, making, 
keeping in repair, and irnpro_ving a turn· 

· pike road, from: the court houfe in Mid• 
dlebury, in the county of Addifon, to 
Woodfiock, in the county of Windfor ; 
and alfo a rQad, to leave the aforefaid road 
at the mofi convenient place, and to ex• 
tend to the mouth of t11e fecond branch 
of the \iVhite River in the town of Royal­
ton, in fa.id county of Windfor. 

Seel:. ~- And it is hr:reby further tnM:cied, 
That the faid corporation, or a committee. 
by them appointed for that purpofe, be, 

]l..b~ lay k and· they are herehy authorised and em-
;~t~d::~ ma ·c powered, to Jay out and make faid road, 

through any lands where it fhall be found 
convenient, and the fame to alter as will in 
their judgment best aceorrimodate the pub-

_ lie, and promote the general object and 
defign of the faid corporation ; which read 

: Jl· -. -
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;.·i· ·· .. ·.···· - ihall be four :rods wide, and · tJ:ie ~path for w= 
travel ihall be made at leaft e1ghte,en feet road. . 

, ·.• wide. And faid corporation may pu"rchafe 
. fr afrd hold the lai1ds for laid :road, of- Jhe May pur- . 

h owners thereof, and if they cannot agree chafe and 
• . · h . f l r. h • d ( hold lands, f Upon t e pr19e O t le 1a1lle, t e- JU ges 0L -- .. . 

l _ the county court, for the county in. which 
J fuch lands may be, fhall, on application of 

faid corporation, appoint three judicious 
·) aad difinterested perions, who fhall, at the 
fK expence of faid corporation, view .the l fame, and appraife the damages dpne t0 
f t- any fuch individual, by laying or-making 
j ·· fuchroad through his or their lands, which 
l rum-being paid by faid corporation, on 
'-! d~ma.nd, ·to the perfon ow11ilJg· or ·bei11g in 
r po{faffion of faid lands, · fhall -forever _dif-
1 charge faid corporation from any. a6bon, 

' ,; on account of ·faid roads being laid out 
and made as afore!aid. Provided, That 

T 

-, .. . ~, { :.~: 

.:il·. 

no allowance fhall be made t0 the owners N •Ja!fow. 
of lands taken up by £aid road, if the lame anc~ r: bi: , 

fhall pot be improved· a~d eQclofed.; nor, ~~!:[~rm. 
in cafes where the faid road !hall be la.id t:!.i::. c:.fcs. 

!, on any road which il1all have been preTi­
ouily la1d out; nor in-any cafes where the 
faid committee fhall think proper to fet· 

-. over any old road, to f u~h perfo1~ o~ per­
fons, which they are hereby autho:1fed to 
do. . 

Sect. 3, And it is berebv julf'tber enacted, 
That when the faid iroad· from Middlebury 
to Woodftock. ihall be completed, and ap• Road 

proved by a committee, confifring of three when com-. 
.. d" . t b · ted b the plcted to b. 
JU lClOUS men, 0 e ~ppom . Y '"' approvea by. 
Judges of the fupreme court, 1t shall b.e a ~~mmittee. 
lawfuLf@r faid cgmpany to erea on fa1d, 

it 

- ·· 



= 
road_, fivy-,;tuFnpik0e gates, And when the 

tio~0;,~;r!~ faid road to Royalton shail .in like manner 
re& Tuin- be compl€ted and a pprovee, it shall be 
pike gari.;s. lawft:1-l fo~- faid corporation to erect one o­

tl.1e1~ gate, en faid last iuenticned road, and 
- ·shall be eh titled to receive1 from each pa[-

- · ~· fenger, at each of laid gates, ,the follow-
ing rates of toll; for each coach, phaeton, 
chariot, or other four Vi.'heel plealure ear­
riage, drawn by two h~r!es, fifty fix cents, 
and if drav,n by more than two horf es, ten 
cents for each additional horfe ; for each 

n •• ·~" chaile, chair, fu1key, or other t\vo wheel-
•. _,c • .i d 1 ,. . d b h 1 

ro:i for ,•:!f• · er p ea:ure carnage, rawn . y one or:~, 
i; g ' ac~ thirty cents ; and for each additional horle, 
g-~:::: niue cent~. For each cart .or ·waggon; 

drawn by two oxen or horfes, twenty jive 
cents, and if drawn by more than two ox­
·en or horfes, for each additional ox or 
hor!e four cents. For ,each fled ~r fieigh 
drawn by two .oxen -or norfe~, twetve centi,, 
and for each additional ox or horfe three 
cents; ·and if drawn by one horfe, eight 
tents : for every rn~n and lwrfe eight 
cents; for all horfes led or driven, exelu­
five of thofe in teams or carriages, if Ender 
ten, two and an balj cents each, and if over 
ten one cent each: For all neat cattle in 
droves, of the number _of ten or under, 
twa cents each, if over ten, one cent for 
each additional creature; and for all sheep 
and fwine, of the number of ·twelve, or 
under, half a cent each, if over twelve, at 
the rate of three cents per dozen. 

Pro;ided a[w,:zys, That no p_erfoln ~~ll 
be obliged to pay any toll at either of ia1d 

l':xtm;:a gates, who fha11 be going to or from pub­rem t3H, 

i 
[: . 
l:· . 
_; 
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di2w.01;~ip, •or to ,or_"{rom.any grit\ mill or . ~ 
c'f'aw n:HU,oroh militia duty, or _on, .. ~_~e or-
dinary c!omeftic bufi11efs of family" c9n• 
<~erns~ . . . . "-- . ./-
.. s~c:4. Provided alf•, and it _ is_ hereby._____ -Mar m8: __ ___ ./·--:_,,---
Jurth,er e.natled, That when the fa1d c~r- 1 g.rc wnerC ~­
pof.ation ihall have completed one fi.th one sth ~f 

p~rt ·of faid road, leadi~g from Middlebu- ~~d~s::d1~0 

ry to Vioedftock, ant! luch par! a~ tl~e i~ p1op,m 
juc;Iges of the fupreme ~ourt ihall d1re6t, non. 
and the fame £hall have been approved as 
af~r-~faid, they Thall have .right to erecl: 

. · one_gate thereon, and receive. to]~ as pre­
fcribed inthis acSl ; and fo on m like !Dan­
ner for tQe r~m~ii1ing four fifth parts of 
faid road: · - · 

,:Seit: 5. And it i1 h_sre?y further enaEted, May di; 

. That -the faid corporation, at ~ny leg~l vlde 111to 

:rp.eeti_ng, {hall have power to dlVlde !aid fuares. 

O'fant into as many ihares as they fhall 
iudg~ p_r.oper, and ~aid cc;,rporatio~ il1all 
have power to eftablifu !he _mode or tra?f- Power ro _ 

ferring fa.id {hares. Ana fa1~ corp4~rat1on make bye: 
fhallc h~ve power at. any iuch mee~mg to hws. 
nial(ehye laws, not incon~ftent WLth the 
con.stitution·andtaws of this ftate, for the 
due regulation of their common concerns_ 
and interests. 

· Sect, 6. And it is hereby further enacted, . 
That the firfi meetinrr of faid corporation F ·•·ft 
!hall beholden at the°houfe of Elias Keys, iua-~,hc~e:t• 
jn Stockbridge, in th~ county of Vli-ndfor. where hold;: 
on the firff day of January, A. D. one en. 
fhcmfand, eight hundred and one, for the 
purpoJe ®f chufi:1g fuch offic:rs as may be 
·necellary, and tor transacbng any other 

G 

; 

' ., 
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bufin~f { which the ' Jaid, eerper1ition; by 

If -thi~ fl'c\: are empo-yvered to tranfacl:, 
tf l "'~ -Pown Io f ~{egulatin~ tqe c6rieherns thd,uheot : And 
~ \ ,._ - .... , _ cill forur« .Jim corporation m~y t _ en an _ .t ere agree -
:J - -, .. ______ .. :~c~g_ng.s.:..-· 01~ -~l~e mode of ~allmg any future meeting 

Jt. · - - f:o:~i~~:r:~f!1;n;lt:;,da:~~e ~:~ec:;~~ 
:{! · -- ration' may judge expedient. 

1--1 · to 1: ~;: .i:t"it ~.f ht:h~ ~:,~y J'r.l~" .::;!::: 
Ir ; ury of !late tion, within one year after the corn pletion 

',

t_•--•t,:_: __ :l __ :; __ ,,,_:_:,_:_;.:. __ -_· .·\_ . :;;;:~~., f it~:~~~~E:::::~~:::::,;: 
5;~ 15 years 10 That at the expiration of the term of fif-

Jay 1heir ac: tee~ years, from and after the completiGn 

[: __ ._;_;_t_;_
1
.·) • ~~~;~::, Er;[q;;;l f :11:i\:~~::~"~r;r ~:f i 

__ . corporation to lay all their accounts before 
the judges of the fupreme court, for the 
tirse being, who fhall have power to ex­
amine the accounts and books of faid cor . 
poration ; and if they {hall find that the 
toil received, il1all have paid all the expen-

- ditures of making, repairing, improveing, 
and taking care of fa.id road, together 

Supreme · • h l . . ft I f: l ecnm power wit an annua mte1 e on -t 1e ame, at t 1e 
to cl:iT .. 1ve rate of twelve per centum, then,and in that 
r~e cor_pora: care the faid fopreme court may diffolve 
tion 111nm • ' • -
the cxpelices !a,d · corporat1on, and thereafter the pro-
:and in_,rnfi perty of faid road {hall veft jn this ftate1--
:u« paid. and be at the dif pofal of the legiflature. 

Sec. 9. And it is hereby further _ enafted, 
That at the ievei-al gat€is, where toll fhaU 
~ t21ken> there {hall be erected and kept 

·1:: ::-·~-:-··_·-· ---
. . . . 

--~ ; , 51 ,.. ' = 
-i _·-1if_:. -• ex.pofed to '9iew, a :fign, or board; with the· _ Sign wirfh. · '-' · · · · 11 · · the r:ues o 

-•\. r~-t~s- qf _t<> , with_all tollable artieles fairly t~llt? bee: 
;: _ . wnttenthereon, m luge letters. . - xeftcdittcac!i 

;{ - S_eG_ 10. A~d it is bere~yfurtb~r en11,cied,, g,te. 

4 , That 1fthe laid corpora:non fhall neglect If h• • ~ -~, . . l l . t • ro .... t -·to ~omp ete t 1e fa1d roat{ _ f 9r_ the fpace _ of _is no: cJm_. 

B: fix -years, from and after the paHing of plcted i~ 6 

( this act, th~n this grant :!hall _ be~0m~ ~::~~ ;:1ie 
; 11.ull and v01d. .,-oid.j 
Jt " -Sec. 11. Provided neverthelefs, and it is 
f berebyfurtber enafled, That the fupreme Supreme rl . h f - c:mrts power ii _ court, on comp am~ t1 ereo made bv a n,y to dilf;lveth:: 
k. in~a~itant of this state, fhall have p~ower, ~orpo:-ation 

il'l t at ~ny _ tim~ within _the _ taid t~rm _ of fix ~:~=~~~g~t 
'f.. year;;,, to ,_ d1ffolye faid corpora.t1on,. if the refs withla ~ -J faJ<! f~preti:i~:CO,Utt , _fpall ~judge that faidyears. 
t . eorpqrati:or1:Iliall 1'(ot h~ye made luch rea-
,, - · foi:lahle progrefs , to\vards ths completion. ~f ofJaid roa-d, as the public ihall have a 
!': - r:igl?,_t to exr,eB:. And the faid fupreme Supreme l ' eourt "1re farther empowered, on app1ica- Cl!Drts imn'r 

I tion of fa.id corporation, at the term-of !ajd ro giv? 1. for• 

J - _ c.9g,~t, w.hich fh'1ff be holden within and ~~:=;P~~~t;;e 
t , /or. _tli.e · county ~f- A~difon, next preced- r"!d ir. ~:r• 

~i.:>'<· Ing the eX:piration of the afon~faid term of urn ca1~~­

.,_, ·_ fix years, to·g~ve fa.id corporation a further 
l- ·- tiaj~;; not ~~ceeding the -term of two years 

_fof the completion of faid road. 'Provid-­
ed,:,- Thefai.d <;:orporation il1all h~ve co~­

, _ . _ pleated t~o thirds of faid roadi and fhlll 
-.. -pr9duce to faid court fatisfaB:ory eviience, 

that:.they have made all rearonab.1e exer-
-t~on,s_f()W~rds the completion of the fame ; 
i_n, wb.ich·cafe ~he faid grant fhall not be­
-~omeyoid, if iaid corporation fhaU com-

,, . 

· r. 
J 
f 
1· 
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/4.l.a.ys afte,r . .fm:h :fhe'L'iff. 'ihall be ·refrored­
the e.x.ereife. of ,his Qifice~ 

Paired November 7th~ 1806.·. 

A true copy, 

Attest;_ Tuo,lf.As L.EVERETT, Secn'Ul:ry.. 

Chapter 96. 

An acl:- .in addition to all aa, in titled, 
,, . Ari a&: incorporating certain per. 

·· fons therein mentioned, by the -name 
of the Celltre Turnpike company. 

Sec. r. JT h hereby ena[ted by the General 
·· Ajfembly of the State of Vermont, 

That the fhares in the furn-pi~e road, of 
· the faid Centre Turnpili-e·Company, fhall 

Shares in said be taken, deemed and confr<lered perfon. · 
road,personal al-eftate to all.ir'itents :rnd purpofes. 
estate:. ' n.:. n.... f h II b 

And when any mare or .mares . a e 
attached• OP. mefne· ,procefs, an a_ttdled 
copy offuch procef:s,\vi;:h the officer's re­

May be at- turn thereon, -!hall be, by fuch officer~. 
tached on imm-~diatel}" Jeft w it-h th.-= clerk of fuch 
me~e pro.- corporation, othel'wiCe the attachment 
c=. · fh:aH be void. 

And fuch fhares may be fold on exe­
. cution. in the fame manner as is or may 

b ld be-t.>y law .m~ovided, for the faJ.e of other Mav e so r· .. . ·. 
00 ~xcci.aiop .. per-:onal eft'ate. . · . 

Ami foch • fhare· or fh?,,res fo foltl as 
.afurefai<f, ;fuaU, to-irH intents: and purpor.: · 

., 

( lU. J 
.• ~s -veft in fuclr purchafor. P1-D\·1ded, foe: · 
· ,offi::er levying foch execution, fhall leave 

:;1; attefte(! copy of the ad,·ertif~mentfo, 
the fale of tht: · fua_re or . f11a:res fo to be 
fo!d, with the ckrk offai<l compar.y, at 
lenfr fourteen days before fuch fale ·; · rrnd · 
Hrall ·a!fo ·1eave an ·attefl:e6!l -copy of the 
e:xecn:tio11 with his return thereon, with 
the fai<l derk, ,vithin·fourteen,claj·s after 
fuch file, an·cl Thall pay for reco;rding · 
thefarrie. < · · - · · · 

S~c:· 12-. And 'it ;; he-rcvy Jurther·enac?cd, rv.rav -cc;,~ 
Tfiat the faid corporatio11 may, ff thC'y 1; uie the t'~~ 

fee proper, commute the ntte of:tuH with eftoli.. 
-anj perfon, hr taking of fuch perf,m a 
certain fum; by the month or a1rnH.::rlly; 
to ·he mutrially agr<=-0<l on, in lieu of the 
tolls dl:a:hliflied in tke ad ,to which this 
a& ·is an addition~ . 

Sec. :~c And it .. is lm~b1 fi.;nhei• en-
acted : Thai ''if Taid . Cente.r Turnpike Pe11airy ro't' 
C:omp~riy'~or t11e1r :ioll ~g?:t11erers, 'OT' -any hi);..J~ting 

. citheqierfon in'tneir employmen~, fiiaU p:t>seng<:rs, 
unreufoinably delay OI:. hinde-r any· travd. 
ler, or pa:ffenger, at eith·er 'of the gates 
on faid t_urnpike , road_, or . i)rnll . de'?and F >ir t;ikh1e 
and rece1ve more toH than 1s efl:abl:fhed i!ie.oal ,,Jli. 
by the a-B: to w hicp th is is an adcJi tiou, " 
the company :fuall forfe'it ~nd pay a furn 
not exceeclin,g ten dollars, n·or ltfs ~h~i:i 
one rl':llfat, to be reco,;ered by the perfon 
Jo injured, before <!IlY c0urt proper to try­
the.fame. And Writn there -fi1all be no­
atttnctrnC'e at f~b, gate, lhe fai;µe iliaU 
be left open-. • · · · · < ; ' - ... . 

Sec_.~+ . ~~d- i: iJ} ~e;e!{ [ur,the~ _e~~qf d, -f:~nalrv- fot 
Thait i. anv 'j) , 'rfou L1~l1 '-1-L,. hr:eal.: c,.O\\ n, ,,._. ; ... , ... ., ... 
....... o•I,e·r,.,1:·r,: t1Pfh o• ' ,, ~~, ci r~1· ,; •l. ·u· ,,...,_·.,:;;_l.,,.. :·:,--:; ·• · ' ·., · · 
"-'"·• . ~ .c.; . rr -"- "'"'--... - ,,. .... ~, • ·- ~· .. . - .,.;;:r, ... -... ... • - ... , .. . '.z . -
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Fo~ ~\·ading 
toll. 

gat~, or fh;ut dig up or cahy away e:n."th 
from faid road~ to .the .damage of-the fame 
or fhalhyillingJy 'do <;lam.age tc> any bridge 
th,er.eo.n -; or fhail for.cil_;iiy pafs, or at­
tern pt by force to pafs either of fa.id gates~ 
withcmfhaving-firH paid the legal toll, at 
faid gate, fu:ch p.e.rfor. fha.11 pay ·all dam­
age which the faiq. comp:iIJy _{hall ·ther.eby · 
fm'bin, an1 !hall forfrit-- and p.'ly a fom> .­
not exceedmg thirty dollars, n.or lefs tham 
one doiJar, to be recovered by-the treaf.ur.. 
e.r of faid company, to their tif,e, in an i:l.C· 
tion of trefpafs on the cafe. .And if any 
perfon iliall with his carriage, cattle 01; 

horfes turn out .of fuid road to pais any 
of faiq gates, 'and again enter the (aid 
roa.d, with an intent _to ev,a_de the le~l · 
toll due at- faid gate, or .thall otherw.1~ 
wirhout force pafs foc.h _ gate, :vfthoui: 
paying fuch ~oil, and with au · intent to 
defraud faid company of faid toll, fuch 
perfon !hall forfeit and p.ay three times 
t-he amount of the l¾,"-1-! tqll at faid gate, 

.to be recovered in marmex </.forefa.id, to 
the ufe of faid company. ' · 

Faffed Nov.ember 7th, 18o6.. 

. .d tr_ue cop)', 

--.r..r..,r.,--

Chapter 970 
.An acr p-ro_vkling for ;i_ ne~ trial; in a 

. .:ertafo q'.lfo therein .u1entior,{:d~ 

' -:t 
7_:- ·. 

_[ 143 J 

:•~e.~i: I· Tis hereby enaltedby the Gewer.rd , - _· 
_ _ >;,~_,, . Ajfembly of the State ofVen11or.t, Supreme 
'rhil.t,- the fupreme court be; and -they :ourc aurhor­

. : . .. . • . 1sed to grant 
h,_er.eby are aut?<>:,1.fe4 u.nde:r fuch- r~ula- a n~w trial to 
t1C1ns. .µi.-d reQ:nilions~ -~ they ilia.II Judge Abel l\:forrill, 
pr.qpe,r:,t9,gr.am: a n-ew trial in .a. certain jun . . Aaron 

. c~f~_, __ -\'!.·hich -\"\~as heard a-n<l tried before Wai:d . an~ 
.. r:· -.id. · . . . h · f .._· "d h I Dao1c1S.mil.l?. a -cpu-rt; :att_,e:ter,m o_ · t<li. co.urt · o d- · 
:e-n-:-itDanville, with.in a,nd for f.titl co:un-

. ;t:y..,_:cm_ •t4¢ :thif:d '£u~fday ne4"t:foUo-wing 
. :th~_-fc:>~tfl:+1½{9'~y of.au,g~ft, which was 

.. 

-.. ,_:f_-_:_?.,·:•~-i __ .;;_:_:_. ·_-: __ --: - 'ind'.tll~.Y%ir _o~¢ /h.ouh: fai~ fe:v:8.en h~~~ed _ ._, ·ap. -. 9;n~y •-nm.e,::w ereJ,n , ~mui:. J.uat-
-,, ·tQ~ks:,/~:i;:ea:f:urer of the ffate·of Y.ermont~ 
, - - ~i;pfaintiff;: and ;\bel Morrill_,jun. Aaron: 

Ward;_ ana Daniel Smith, wei;e defend­
_.ants~ - . Provided, that . the na.me of Bt:nj.1-
m~n .Sw~n, ib.aH be inferted as . plaintii.-'fin 

- Jald caufe; inftea.d of Samucl Mattocks,, 
:• _.fli9~1:I-~•-,p~w: :tri-;I -be g1,anted. 

,; .P~fi'ed_Nove,mbe:r: 7th, 1800. 

./.1.. true C~?"h 

· 4tt&,, THOMA.s .L.EY:ERETT; Secretary. 

--"f".r.r.r--

.-. c :hapter . 98._ 

An a€\: in amendment of-an- ael, intitled 
" An act. coniti~uting . th.e. fo:pr.eme 
court of judicature~ & county courts, 
defin}ng their powers, and reg_niati-ng 
judicial proceedings • 

-~-:- ,• 

:=: 
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Pena!tv for J'{n:eign· COUfltry{fa;ItJ!Xcepted):hot h~~n~{{: 
selling· with- a ~c~nce ther,efor, granted and reco~ije.~: .c;,. 
.Pitt liq:nce. -~ aforefaid; or fhaH refofe to fhew fudt:,-.> 

~ce~ce wheh theret,? ~equired, by any:: ,,:,:. 
JUfbce ofyi~ peace within his county,-he: -~, 
:fuall forfeit and pay the furn of -thiity-c;/· 
dollars" to be recovered by action of dei:►.t;{; · <. 
before any_c_ourt proper to try the farne.;; 
the one _ moiety thereof to the ufe of the •·.·•·· 
county treaf11ry in the county wherefoch'~;-, 
offe_nce fhall be COJ:Jlmitted, a~d ,the othet :: 

· mo-iety:to any ,P;erfon .\vho ilia:lt pro(eciii:e ·: 
for tlie.fa111s,, w1th ,coih._ . . .. . : 

PrO'Qidcd, .. That nothirig-in .this.a~JhaU -- ' 
!>e confi:rue<i f0: afft:et a'ny .ci-tixe:a -of th; 
fiat~, or,_other -p.~rfon, .who::ihall'off~/-an1; 

?f tne fiud goods, ·_ W.aFes or_ mercha:hdizd,. 
:ta pay~nt of any actual ex:peQc~s-w'hel} 
travellrng, · · -

:Paife<;J.. N oyem:ber · It t-h, lffOtL 

· A' true c ,.,,' · .. . o.,y, . 

4ttefl, THo~~ ·LzV..ERETT, Seeretary. 

. An ac:: in- additio~ t<;> an ace, en-titled-'{ an . 
~a mco~poratinfcer.~ain perfons there­
m_ meat1~ned, by the name of q h, Cen­
ter 7 urnp1ke · Company,'' paffed . on the 
-4th day of November, 1800. · 

. I L&s J 

}\Set~h1:· T ·is -heiebyena-&d.by .the-Cener.:at ; _ 
:-_:;, .. · A_ffe,mbly • of fhe State of Vermrmt, C~rn ce :.p-
: ./That .dbijah · Perry of Leicefier, Caleb Hen- pointed •0 

., .. ··.t . . . f p· ,r, d d S /, h. I B assess damage <·;uee,Jun. o 'tttI_Jor ,, an · -a<Zt 1-e . · ump, · · 
<._ of Salijbury., be, · and ·they-,hereby are· ap~ 
·:.::pointed ancl fully empowered, a commit. 
."-:: -tee, to al.fefs the damages done by the 
·.· . -Cen'ter '1 urnpike Company, .in laying and ex-

. :tending faid center turnpike road, thro' 
>' the lands ?fNarma__n Webber of_~tc&bridge, Shall b-e 

aJ:1-d,th~.fa,1d.com~11ttee; after oein~·fworn swqrn, 
t·o the fu1thful difcharge of the1r duty-, 

- fhall proceed to exa'l:).]ine 'faid road, and 
-allow_ to the faid Webber fuch -damages as 

_ /.he is equitably entitled t-o, and !hall make Their power 
. t\vo certificates defcribing the f.um fo af- and duty. 

, , feffed in damages, :and _ deliver the one to 
~:,:-.: , Jhe faid Webber, and the ot-her to one nf 

t4iY :_." t:h.e direi:tors. _-0£ _ faid -cenmration,. and 
f:/i;- · .·>• ~fij-chJ,eip:g .paid. tq:J.h,{;! faio.~ Webber, .on 
?'.:: ·· :cdim:and:, Jhe,£aid .~r.pcmitionJhail ·be for-

, >:-iYer. ex61ii'e1:a~ee:l -aIJ1f clifo.ha-r-ge.d f.rom any 
. -ac;iio-n,,on account of. fuch.-:road being laid 
out and made as aforefaid, and if the faid 
'.co:rp-oration Iliall -n~glecr for the f pace of 

. : tw9,months, to pay the fa:id Webber the 
· • -f.u,rps--lo a1feffed, the -faid Webber may fue 

, fqr arid reco:i,er the fame~ before any 
.. ~uit having comperent jurifdiction. 

·'" - -.· -
. (:--~~~,. cl¼; ';Jrid)t it:.h.eT?e.hyfwther . macle.d, 

•- _ · :C'· That· :,the ••faid' comm:i.ttee· iliaU •affefs the 

<i!lf lti~J~~t 
- , . 

u: jf 
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· tions· of tlie·aa to which this ·is an- addi .. 
tion. 

Pa:ff"ed- November 11th; 1 fJ09. 

A true copy, 

-Chapter 118. 

-"~~ :i.tt annexing the company of artillery 
attached to the fecond brigade, in the . 
fccond divilion of the militia of this, 

· fiate, to the third regiment of tl1e 
aforefaid brigade. · 

1. T is _hereby enacled by the G~"11eral A .lfam­
. bly if the State of Vermont, That the 

a_ forefaid_compan.y·whi_ ch ·wasraifed agree-Annnirg a 

c-1;!lirauy of . ably tohw, by the order. of Amo, Kellogg, 
art illery ro late brigadier general -of faid brigade, 
11~ 2d br i_g~ within the beat of faid regiment be, and 
-adr, 20 dm - the fame is hereby .innt>xed · to the afore­siou. 

• faid regiment, _ 

And .the faid company is fovefl:ed with 
all and· iingular the powers, privileges, 

'Theirprivi- honors; and immunities, and fubjea to 
icgts. all the military fervices and duties; which 

·•:by .la:w . are, :,or hereafter from time to 
time ihaU be att~ched to, or demandable 

r iss J 
"r:rom other companies of.artiilery in th~ 

·. State. 

Paffed November I 1th, 1806. 

A true -copy, 

Attd}, THOMAS LEVERETT, Secretary. 

- An act in addition to an ad, entitled "a:n 
, · .aa: regulating marriage .and divorce." 

·•·· Paffed February the 28th, one thouf-
. • andfeve~, hund-red and.,ni~:ty' frven, 

:.. :..~ c\S<:t~ '.:1; ~ l ''f 'i.r'.;h.ereby enal!ed_. ~)" tie:.Ge7:~ral 
• · · _ _ .. , -J.. A.ffillfbly of the State of Vermo?Jt, . 

. ::Thaf 'every regular ·ordained minifter of O:d~incd 
. . ._· . l h . • .. ·h ·b' f h. 1mmsters may "the -Gofpe; w o IS an m 2 1tant o t IS solemnize 
-fl:ate, ·and ·is in regular ftanding with the marriage, 
· denom-inatibn ro . which he ·belongs, fhall 
·. be,:and hereby is authorifed and empow • 
ered to folemi:iize marriage, between per. 

- fans who may lawfully enter into that re­
· latton, in ,any county where fuch minifter 
is an:inhabitant; after having <;aufed the 

.· credentials ~of his ordination to be record- CredentiaJi 
ed, in the town clerk's office, in the town foberecorded 
in: which he ·fualJ-folemnize any ·!Darriage 
-as aforefaid ; any Jaw, ufa~e, . or cufrom 
to the contrary notwithfi:anding. _ 

Sec. 2. And it is hereb'Jfitrther enacled, T 1 ,.-· 
· . - - own c er..,s 
That it fhall · be the duty of the feveral to record 
town clerks within thi.i. fl:ate,. on applica- them •. 



----r>tfy Daniel. Staniford; for ferviccs i:enaered: 
byhin~felf, E!ia_s-·Buel, an~John C . .Young­
man, m pronshrrg: for the: .troops, .at Bur- : 

Tmsurerdi- lington, including m-onies; paid · for. olack,,.-; 
re£ted to fmithing, one thoufarrd and forty two dol.:. , 
pay ,undry I d {i • l 'f:' . • J persons. ars a,,n 1xty e1g :it cents.- · "'.? :captam u~-

tus vVarner, for the pay of h1mfdf:and hJs·: 
men, called out as agent at Burliniton, fi:x­
ty two dollars ancl thirty fix cents ; • to·cap· .. :. 
tain Eli Baker, for the like fervices; one 
hundred and fifty five doHars and ,ele·ven.; 
cents. To lieutenant \Villiam RuffdC Jot­
the like fervices, ninety :live dollar~ and. · 
fifty tw_o cents. To __ cap~ain Simon Bli~n~ : 
for the like fervices, Teyenty .feven doHirs 
and ten cents. To captain Orange Bitld.; 
win, for the like fervices, two hundred'fev.; 
en dollars and fix cents. To lieuterianf 
Samuel P. Currie, · fixty feven dolla~s' a:ncf 
eighty four cents : and to capt. l,,Villi~rii, 
·vviUiams, four hundred fifty nirre ,donai:s­
ancl forty feven cents : making in ,the-lf liole 
two thoufand one-_ hundred and fixty foven . 
dollars and fourteen cents. . · .·· . ·~ · . . 

Paffed November. 8th, 1808. 

A true Copy, 

~tte.fl, THOMAS LEVERETT, Semt«1j~ . · 

CH APTER 65. 

An aa to extend the time for the comple\ : 
tion and approbation .of the eentrc t11tir,i 
pike road. · 

( 

"Whereas tlie faid road is fo far completed · 
·as to accommodate the traveller, and 

·· whereas two of the perfons appointed to 
· infpe.& and approve faid road, are mem- Preambt;; 
bers of this legiilatu:re, and may not 'be 
able ·to infpec\: the fame the prefent fea-
fon : Therefore, , 

,, , 1f . . . . . . -Jt. T is hereby efzaci;#. b1 .the general ;qs-
. sembly of .,the s.ta.Je of J?;e.rmont, That if . 

~be:_cee~ter turnpi~C? ,~p~ny-fhaµ:~onrplete Time f~r 
faid. ro~cl, ~n<l ·caufo•t~e fame.' to be· ap~rov- ~:i~~:~:t 
ed by the mf pectors, by the firft day o! Oc- tenc!ed. ·· · 
tober next, the grant :ma.de to faid· compa-
ny {hall r':'.main in full- force ; any thing in 
faid grant contaiue.d . to the contrary not­
Y,ithftanding. 

Faffed No:venipe,r 8th, fS.08. 

. .A true Copy, 

THOMAS. LEVERETT, Seerett:Y:J, 

CHAPTER. 66. 

· Au aa appointing -a committee to lay out 
·. a p·pl,l ·road from Hubbell's Falls, on 

·Onion,Rh,.er;tothe·north Iine--df .Htmtf­
burgh. -., .· 

Seaion: L 1 T i/ her-cby·· -enactid by · .the Committee 
general .assi:mbl'V :cof i~.e' .s tcrte, .of ·:P:e:r:m,ont, appointeQ. 

, ;•ni-atJohn·fohnfon of·:Effex, folfeph Bee-
. ma-n, Jun-• . of F-aufax,. aad: . Samuele Hub~ 

bard, ofI-Im1tiburgh, be and they are here-

,, 
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Annual Town Meeting Warning for March 8th 1853 - transcribed 
February 24th 1853 

"Article 5: To ? (by, ley?) a tax in addition to the leagal highway tax for the repairing 
the highways and bridges in said town, including so much of the Center Turnpike as 
lies within said town." 

"Article 9: To see if the town will repair the Turnpike for the privilege of having the gate 
last year" 

March 8th 1853 

"Voted to raise a tax sufficient to pay for the Turnpike to be collected by the first 
December Next" 

"Voted to dismiss the ninth artical in the warning" 

Warning for Town Meeting March 30, 1853 

"Article 2: To see if the town will rescind the vote taken at the annual town meeting 
March 8, 1853 in relation to buying (?) a tax to pay for the Turnpike" 

Article 3: To see if the town will appropriate the surplus money to pay for the turnpike 
in whole or in part" 

March 30, 1853 

"Voted not to rescind the vote taken at the last annual town meeting in relation to 
paying ? buying) for the turnpike" 

"Voted to dismiss the 3rd article in the warning" 

Warning to meet on the 15th day of April 1853 

"To see if the town will vote to rescind the vote taken at our annual March meeting to 
raise a tax to pay for the Turnpike" 

April 15, 1853 

"Voted not to rescind the vote taken at the last annual March meeting in relation to 
paying for the turnpike" 
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Corridor Preservation Recommendations 

Complying with Act 178: 
In 2006, the Vermont Legislature enacted a law that required all town-owned roads to be shown 
and listed on the General Highway Map and Certificate of Mileage. Old Town Road is not 
currentenly acknowledged as a town-owned road and is not on the Ripton map or certificate. The 
above legal opinion concludes that the road is a Town Highway. In order for the road to remain a 
legal Town right-of-way and comply with Act 178, the Town will need to take the necessary steps 
to add it to the Town's Certificate of Highway Mileage and General Highway Map. This is 
detailed in 19 V.S.A. § 305(c). The Vermont Agency of Transportation (VT rans) has published a 
practicum on compliance with Act 178 and describes the process on adding existing roads that are 
not on the General Highway Map (See appendix D). Here is a summary of these steps and 
important date: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

February 10, 2015 (on or before) - The Town Selectboard files with the Clerk the 
annual Certificate of Highway Mileage to include the Center Turnpike mileage and 
forwards a copy to the VTrans Mapping Unit by February 20. 

In addition to the Certificate of Highway Mileage, the Town will need to provide 
documentation that includes a description of the affected highway, minutes of meetings 
at which the Selectboard took action to acknowledge the highway, and a copy of the 
General Highway Map with the road sketched on it. 

A copy of the historic and USFS surveys can provide additional evidance but are not 
required for roads that were established prior to February 10, 2006. 

VT rans will review the submission and request any additional information. If the 
documentation is timely and complete, the Agency will add the road to the General 
Highway Map prior to the deadline of July 1, 2015. 

According to the VT rans practicum, if the Town wishes to reclassify the highway to a Town Trail, 
then the presumption is the Town will reclassify the highway to a trail berfore adding it to the 
Mileage Certificate and General Highway Map. 

Future Considerations 

Maintenance: 
The Town's responsibility for maintaining Class 4 highways is described in 19 V.S.A. § 310. 
"Highways, bridges and trails - (b) Class 4 highways may be maintained to the extent required by 
the necessity of the town, the public good and the convenience of the inhabitants of the town, or 
may be reclassified using the same procedures as for laying out highways and meeting the 
standards set forth in section 302 of this title." However, codes and standards apply to the 
drainage structures on Class 4 Highways, in the same manner as Class 3, so culverts and bridges 
should be maintained. Damaged structures from flooding on Class 4 highways and bridges are 
eligible for FEMA providing the Town has a policy to maintain the structures on Class 4 
highways. Towns are not bound to maintain town trails - "Trails shall not be considered 
highways and the town shall not be responsible for any maintenance including culverts and 
bridges." 19 V.S.A. § 302(c)(5). 

The bridge over the Middlebury River, known as the Potash Bridge, is a major structure along the 
highway and represents a significant responsibilty and potential future cost to the Town and/or 
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residents along the road. The study did not investigate the condition of the bridge nor does this 
report provide any engineering opinion or estimates of repairs or replacement. This report makes 
no recommendations on maintenance of the highway and the attending structures beyond 
suggesting that the Town work with the affected landowners on all matters related to the highway, 
its future uses and ongoing maintenance. The project team recommends developing a written 
management plan in collaboration with residents and other stakeholders to guide future actions 
regarding the road/trail. 

Town Trail: 
The advisory committee and project team discussed the possibility of reclassifying the road as a 
legal Town Trail in order to control the uses and work with the property owners to minimize any 
adverse impacts. Before the corridor is formally added to the Highway Mileage Certificate, the 
Town can take action to reclasssify the highway to a Town Trail. The Town may choose to 
reclassify only a portion of the road to a trail. If so, then adding the highway to the map may be 
the first step. The reclassification process is defined in 19 V.S.A. §§ 708 - 712 and 771 - 775. 
Here is a summary of the steps: 

• The Selectboard initiates the proceedings. Or, by request of an abutting property owner, 
or by petition of 5% of the voters. 

• The Selectboard holds a public hearing to examine the premises and hear concerns by 
properly posting with the Clerk, advertising in a local newspaper of record and notifying 
affected landowners with 30 days notices. 

• The Selectboard votes to reclassify and prepares a survey of the highway to be reclassified. 
• Within 60 days of the hearing, the Selectboard reports the action to the interested parties 

and the Clerk. The order to reclassify the highway and the survey are recorded in the 
Town land records. 

• The Town notifies VT rans Mapping Unit at the next annual cycle for updating the 
Certificate of Mileage and General Highway Map. 

In consideration of the Town Trail, the Selectboard could work collaboratively with the residents 
and others to establish a management plan for the highway/trail. The plan can include specific 
management and maintenance responsibilities, establish the legal uses, reroute portions of the trail 
to avoid impacts to property owners and other important considerations. 

Conclusion 

The local communities and other important stakeholders are 
interested in preserving the corridor of the Old Center Turnpike and 
Old Town Road in the towns of Middlebury and Ripton. Emergency 
access to the corridor in the event of another catastrophic flood of 
Route 125 is a real need, particularly to the residents of Old Town 
Road should the Potash Bridge be lost. This study provides 
important clarity and certainty to the legal status of the route and 
reommendations on preserving control of the corridtor for the 
public's use. The project team throughly investigated the public 
record and researched the legal status of the road in question. The 
legal opinion concludes that Old Town Road was legally established 
and never legally discontinued. The status and future uses of the 
corridor are under the control of the governing body of the Town of 
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Ripton. This study recommends that the Town take the steps outlined to preserve the public road 
by adding it to the Towns Certificate of Mileage and General Highway Map and work closely 
with residents, the USPS and others as necessary and maintain the utility of the corridor. 

Paul S. Gillies 
Kevin Russell 

Appendices 

A. History of Center T urnpike!Old Town Road in Ripton, VT from 1793 to 2008 by Billings 

B. Base Map 

C. Advisory Committee Meeting Notes 

D. Vf rans -An Ancient Roads Practicum 
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