
/ 

District 3 

Certcode O 114-0 

'u CERTIFICATE OF HIGHWAY MILEAGE 
YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 10, ~018 

Fill out form, make andflle copy with the Town Clerk, and mail ORIGINAL, before February 20, 2018 to: 
Vermont Agency of Transportation, Division of Policy, Planning and Intermodal Development, Mapping Section 
One National Life Drive, Montpelier, VT 05633. 

We, the members of tl,e legislative body of ORWELL in ADDISON County 
on an oath state that the mileage of highways, according to Vermont Statutes Annotated, Title 19, Section 305, 
add et! 1985, is as follows: 

PART I- CHANGES TOTALS;. Pleasefill in and calculate totals. 

Town Previous . Added Subtracted Scenic 
Highways Mileage Mileage Mileage Total Highways 

DD 1111 U 111111 I 111 D 1111 DD I a 111111111111111 D 1111111111 D 111 D 1.11111 DI ID 111111 DD ID D 1111111111111111 D 11 D 1111111111111 I ID D 11 D 111111111 D 111111 DID 111 D 11111 

Class 1 0.000 II 0.000 

Class 2 14.500 0.000 

Class 3 49.46 ll 0.000 

State Highway 11.415 0.000 

Total 75.375 0.000 

• Class I Lane 0.000 

• Class 4 3.99 . ;l.. OS' 0.000 

• Legal Trail 1.23 

• Mileage for Class 1 Lane, Class 4, and Legal Trail classifications are NOT included in total. 

PART II - INFORMATION AND DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES SHOWN ABOVE. 

1. NEW HIGHWAYS: Please attach Selectmen's "Certificate of Completion and Opening". 

12'\nISCONTINUED: flease attach SIGNED copy of proceedings (minutes of meeting). 
~L.-1..\ "114 -1--2- 6,r,s- .. 1,L L-""- -),10_:_ 1,. I q I , --f.:crt l 

C.,L.. L--\ •n..- ~1...'l &r'i\.._,,\,l 1,...-'\ /-•n.1 • i.1 ~ 0 ,i( ~ .J .,- I """"'' ~· 

3. RECLASSIFIED/REMEASURED: Please attach SIGNED copy of proceedings (minutes of meeting)., 

4. SC.lfNIC HIGHWAYS: Please attach a copy of order designating/discontinuing Scenic Highways. 

IF THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN MILEAGE: Check box and sign below. f J 

PA/lT Ill - SIGNATURES - PLEASE SIG . 

Selectmen/ Aldermen/ Trustees Signatures: 

Date Filed: 

Signed copy will be returned to T/CIV Clerk. 

APPROVED: DATE: ~/(B/Zo/B· 
Representative, 



Vermont Statutes Ann.otated 
Received 

JAN 12 2018 
19 V.S.A. § 305. Measurement an.d._inspection Polley, Planning & tntermodal 

Development Division 

§ 305. Measurement and inspection 

(a) After reasonable notice to the selectboard, a representative of the agency may measure and inspect the class 
1, 2, and 3 towi:i highways in eac:;h town to verify the accuracy of the records on file with the agency. Upon 
request, the selectboard or their designee shall be permitted to accompany the represent.ative of the· agency 
during the measurement and inspection. The agency shall notify the town when any highway, or portion of a 
highway, does :µot meet the standards for its assigned class. If the town fails, within one year, to restore the 
highway or portion of the highway to the accept~d stru,idard, or to reclassify, or to discontinue, or develop an 
acceptable schedule for restoring to the accepted standards, the agency for purposes_ of apportforurtent under 
section 306 of this title shall deduct the affected mileage from that assigned to the town for the particular class 
of the road in question. · · · · 

. . ' ' . . . ' 
(b) Annually, on or before February 10, the selectboard shall.file with the town clerk a sworn statement of the· 
description and measurements of all c_lass 1, 2, 3, and 4 town high\-vays and trails then in existence, including 
any special designation such as a throughY"'.ay or scenic-Nghway. When class 1, 2, 3, or 4 town highways, 
trails, or urtidentified corridors are accepted, discontinued, or reclassified, a copy of the proceedings shall be 
filed in the town clerk's office and a copy shaU be forwarded to the agency. 

(c) All class 1, 2, 3, ahd 4 town highways and trails shall appear on the town highway maps by July 1, 2015. 

( d) At least 45 days prior to first including a town high\-vay or trail that is not clearly observable by physical 
evidence of its use as a highway or trail and that is legally established prior to February l 0, 2006 in the sworn 
statement required under subsection (6) of this section, the legislative body of the municipality shall provide 
written notice and an opportunity to be heard at a duly warned meeting of the legislative body to persons · 
owning lands through which a highway or trail passes or abuts. · 

( e) The agency shall not accept any change in mileage until the records required to be filed in the town clerk's 
office by this ~ection are received by the agency. A request by a municipality to the agency for a change in 
mileage shall include a description of the affected highway or trail, a copy of any surveys of the affected 
highway or trail, minutes of ;meetings at which the legislative body took action with respect to the changes, and 
a current town highway map with the requested deletions and. additions sketched on it. A survey shall not be 
required for class 4 town highways that are legally established prior to February 10, 2006. All records filed 
with the agency are subject tp verification in accordance with subsection (a) of.this section. · 

(f) The· selectboard of any town who are aggrieved by a finding of the agency concerning the measurement, 
description, or classification of a town highway may appeal to the transportation board by _filing a notice of 
appeal with the executive secretary of the transportatio~_ board. · 

. ' 

(g) The agency shall provide each town with a map of all of the highways in that town together with the 
mileage of each class 1, 2, 3, and 4 highway,_ as well a,s each trail, ·and such other information as the agency 
deems appropriate. · ·- · -- · · ' · - · _ . · 

Excerpt of 19 V.S.A. § 305 - Measurement and inspection from Vermont Statutes Online located at
https ://legislature. vermont.gov / statutes/ ~ection/19 /003 /003 0 5 

December 2017 
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Grimaldo, Kevan 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Town of Orwell <tckorwel@sover.net> 
Friday, January 26, 2018 4:49 PM 
Grimaldi, Kevan 

Subject: RE: Town of Orwell's 2018 Highway Mileage Certificate 

Good Afternoon Kevan, 

Let me start out by saying your interpretation of the total mileage being 1.91 is correct. The two surveys I sent 
you from 1794 and 1795 show that Griswold Lane, which you have.on your map as TH #22 & TH #23 was originally 
surveyed from Fisher Road, ·at the very northerly end of Griswold Lane, running south until it meets Route 73. Then 
what you have listed as TH #23 (east and west at .55 miles) was surveyed at a different time. You have TH #23 as 
running northerly_then turning and running westerly until it meets Fisher Road. I believe all of Griswold Lane should be 
listed a TH #23 from Fisher Road to Route 73 running North &South, as surveyed, and the East West road should be TH 
#22, as surveyed. · 

The discontinuance covers all of what you are calling TH #23 (at .55 miles) and the class 4 section of what yo,u 
are calling TH #22 (l.1 miles) to a little south of the intersection where the water runs under the road/bridge (which got 
totally washed out last July 1st) as indicated, and also including the .26 mile. 

Sorry, I don't mean to make this co.nfusing, but I kind ofknew it would be. We just seem to have different 
interpre~~tions of what road is what. In any case the total amount of the discontinuance totals 1.91 miles in length and I 
guess if they are being discontinued then it really doesn't matter what they are called anymore as long as we both agree 
on what is being discontinued. 

If you have any more questions please don't hesitate to contact me. Have a nice weekend. · · 
·, . · ~/u 1 /-io~: c,.hlc.-k;.e.,L· ~'"-,-f<)r;.,~"A .fow ..... kljt,.,';".i-',:'\ 

Sincerely, My~ c~ r O r-~I f / t--. '-'js t.';,-sa~! :lt,a_~ HI'\ . 1-f,:, 
\) ,r W\i ~._, ~ ti- w "··":,5 Is ~s ,· f I,., ,..J' b.e.£'..-IA <;., "1 G.l!.. • 

8d9J N~ .>vl'C.- e-bo,A Sov,..te. c,C +~- h~ ~-J;s,-,r.f~•"'..-:-J,. 

- K,G. 

from: Grimaldi, Kevan [mailto:Kevan.Grimaldi@vermont.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 24, 2018 _10:59 AM 
To: tckorwel@sover.net 
Subject: Re: Town of Orwell's 2018 Highway Mileage Certificate 

Dear Ms Walker, 

We are in receipt of the Certificate of Highway Mileage for the Town of Orwell for 2018, and are looking into the desired 
discontinuances for addition to the 2018 Town Highway Map for Orwell. I am writing to request clarification on a minor 
discrepancy concerning the description of the portions of TH-22 and TH-23 to be discontinued. The description, taken 
from the rel~vant meeting minutes and submitted with_ the mileage certificate, reads as follows: 

'On August 30, 2017, in the town of Orwell, VT, the Select Board met to consider the discontinuance of Class 
4 TH #22, from the intersection ofGriswold Lane and TH #22, running westerly on TH #22 to Fisher Road a 

distance 
of 0.55 miles, and the Class 4 section of TH #23, from the intersection of Griswold Lane and TH #22 running 

northerly 
ora Griswold Lane's Class 4 section, to Fisher Road a distance of 1.36 miles in length, both being three (3) rods 

wide.' 
[Along wit!;t this description, it is noted that the total mileage to be considered for discontinuance from said 

description is 1.91mi.] 



Because the road names and town highway numbers don't match up so tidily in our records (see attached screencap for 
details), I need some clarification on the precise extents of these highways that are to be discontinued. TH-22 is not the 
0.SSmi-long east-west road as described above but actually the 1.lmi-long northern portion of Griswold Ln between 
Fisher Rd to the north and the intersection to the south with the so-named TH-23 coming in from the west; Griswold Ln 
itself then carries the TH-23 identifier from that same intersection along the southerly remainder of its lie, including 
both of its Class 4 and Class 3 portions along this route. Additionally, the total mileage quoted for discontinuance 
(1.91rni) represents all portions of TH-22 and TH-23 with current class 4 status, but the description above implies that 
only the two sections running 1.10 mi to the north (Griswold Ln; CL4 TH-22) and O.SSmi to the west (Town Highway 23; 
CL4 TH-23) from the intersection of these two highways are to discontinued, and does not seem to include the 0.26mi 
portion of Griswold Ln (CL4 TH-23) to the south of this intersection. With this in mind, I ask whether it is correct to 
interpret the desired discontinuance as covering all Class 4 portions of TH-22 and TH-23 (1.91mi total), or only those that 
run to the north and-west of the intersection of these highways (1.6Smi total). (The maps included with the submitted 
highway mileage certificate would seem to support the former interpretation, but I wanted to double-check.) 

Thank you in advance for your input. 
Kevan Grimaldi 
GIS Specialist - VTrans Mapping Section 
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; Town'Highway/Legall Trails Additio~/Reclassification/Discontinuance Checklist 

The following includes a checklist of the documentation to be supplied to the Vermont Agency 
of Transportation (VT rans) when adding / reclassifying / discontinuing highways and trails. 
The documentation is subject to verification by VTrans. 

Check the box 0 if the•information is included as part of the documentation submitted. 

□ 

A description of the affected highway or trail 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 19, § 305(e) 

· A current town highway map with the requested deletions and additions·sketched on it 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 19, § 305(e) 

Minutes of meetings at which the legislative body took action with respect to the changes 
(include copies of the meeting minutes) vt.-Stat. Ann. tit. 19, § 305(e) 

Evidence of written notice to adjoining landowners 
(include a copy of the newspaper notice and a copy of the letter sent to adjoining landowners) 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 19, § 709 

A copy of any surveys of the affected highway or trail 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 19, § 305(e) Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 19, § 704 -tt ;l...2-> 

Or;i,~J K~d SUJrve~ ~or T\+-±t- d-d- c\ TH-

For Class 3 or Class 4 town highway additions 
A Certificate of Completion and Opening 
While not required by statute, a Certificate of Completion and Opening form is a helpful document for the record. 

All records filed with the agency are subject to verification in 
accordance with 19 V.S.A. § 305 (a) and 19 V.S.A. §305 (e). 

Vermont Agency of Transportation 
Division of Policy, Planning and Intermodal Development, Mapping Section 

1 National Life Drive, Montpelier, VT 05633-5001 

December 2016 



I 
M]INUTES OF TlHllE 

FINDINGS OlF 1FACT OF 
ROAD DISCONTINUANCE HEARING 

ORWELL SELECT BOARD 

August 30, ~017 
Town Office 

7:45P.M. 

Select Board: Thomas Audet 
Dave Larsen 
Ted Simmons, Chair 

Present: Paul A. Stone 

Betty Walker, Clerk 

The Findings of Fact was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by Ted Simmons, Select Board Chair. 
Descr·1 o+tor-:l 

On August 30, 2017, in the Town of Orw~ll, VT, the Select Board met to consider the discontinuance of Class 
4 TH #22, from the intersection of Griswold Lane and TH #22, running westerly on TH #22 to Fisher Road a distance 
of .55 miles, and the Class 4 section of TH #23, from the intersection of Griswold Lane and TH #22 running northerly 
on Griswold Lane's Class 4 section, to Fisher Road a distance of 1.36 miles in length, both being three (3) rods wide. 

-,--OTA-L fv1 /LES :::: I. 9 / · 
After making the site visit and hearing the witnesses, the Select Board came to the following conclusion: 

Ted Simmons stated that these Class 4 roads are in poor repair. To meet the Town's legal responsibility by 
State Law of maintaining Class 4 Roads would be a major expense for th~ Town. By turning the roads over to the 
property owners, by discontinuing the highways, the only repairs that wou,ldbe done would be what the property 
own~rs wari( The North end of Griswold Lane would have nothing done with it. Freeman Corey doesn't seem to be 
interested in using that road at all. Procedures we've used in the past have resulted in water contamination, which 
aflows the property owner to get Federal Assistance to fix it properly. The town· is not eligible to get funding to fix 
this where the individual property owners are eligible, especiaDly the Stone's who· have already initiated tllte 
contacts for Fedell"all monies. 

There are no houses or buildings on these roads. 
Of the property owners present, none of them expressed a negative response. 
The neighbors are all in agreement, everyone was in favor of it. 
All.properties have access from a town road. 
There is no landlocked property. 
Tim D' Avignon can put in a right-of-way across his own property or get an access driveway from Stonewood 

Farm or Mark Bigelow to access his back 16.1 acres. 
Stonewood Farm can get Federal Assistance for the road and culvert repairs for a more permanent fix. 
Freeman Corey and Mark Bigelow have no problem as long as they can have access of its use. 

Page 1 of2 



County-Town Code: 0114 

TOWN LENGTH IN MILES 
HWY. CLASS CLASS 
No. J 4 

TOWN 
HWY. 
No. 

LENOTH IN t.11LES 
"NOT UP TO 
STANDARD" 

5 
6 
7 
6 
9 

10 
11 
13 
14 
15 

~~ 
16 
19 
20 ,, 
22 
23 

" 25 
26 
27 
29 
30 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
36 
39 
,o 

" " '3 

" '5 
TOTAL 

LEGAL 

6.30 
1.<0 
1,60 
0.10 
0.95 
0.45 
'-35 

0.06 
2.90 
1.4,5 
0.30 
0.20 
0.35 
1.17 o.,, 
2.15 

1.14 
1,60 
2.16 
a.so 
2.55 
0,32 
0.20 

~:: 
0.70 
0.60 
2.50 
0.35 

~:~ 
3.40 
1.20 
2.90 
1.65 
2.10 
0,07 

(0.-10) 

(0,50) 

{1.10) 
(0.55) 

10.0,1 

(0.16) 

~~ 
23 
30 

TRAIL LENGTH IN Mtt.ES 
No. LEGAL TRAIL 

, (0,6'J) 
2 (0.60) 

TOTAL 1.23 

MtLEAGE SUMMARY 
CLA.SS2 

i~:j 
TH-3 
TH-4 

STATE HIGHWAY 

3.550 
4.100 
4.600 
2.250 

TOTAL Q..ASS 2 1'1.500 

TOTAL ClASS 3 49.46 
TCTAL TOWN 63.960 

VT-22A 6.429 
VT-73 4.986 

TOTAL STATE HIGHWAY 11,415 
TOTAL STATE 11A15 

(0.53) 
{0.29) 
(0.26) 
{0.16) 

TOTAL, TRAVELED HIGHWAYS, FEB. 10, 2017: 75.375 
\ExduoosOas:s~anclLegalTnulMaloa;aJ 

DISCLAIMER 
The untrave\od highways {la1d-0u1 town h1ghwa','6), dnocontmuod 
highways,andlcgaltra1lshcreonaretnoseof1MuchthcAgcncy 
orTransportattonnasrecord;othersmayex1st 

Highway and bndgedat~ by lheAgencyorTransportal1on. Town 
snort structures arawn rrom the Vermont Onl1no anago & 
CuJven Inventory Tool {VOBCJTJ databaco. AH other da1a lrom 
:!;'=::~nter ror Geograpn1c lnlorma11on. Only namce1 

Vormon1Sta10PleneCoora1nn10Sym.em 
NorlhAmcncanOo.tumol 1983 
SPCS Zone ldenllfier.41:00 
Gcool?uc Reference System 80 
4,000.metergnd, Eastmg-Northmg 

/ 
- -----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

V INTERSTATE 

D U.S,ROUTE 

0 STATEROUTE 

0 c~ss, 

□ 
0 

LEGAL TRAIL 

p PARKANORIDE 

- INTERSTATE OR DIVIDED HIGHWA'I' 

- STATE- HARO SURFACE OR PAVED 

- TOWN. HARD SURFACE OR PAVED 

i::::::::::::i SOILORORADEDANDDRAINEDEARTH 

= = UNIMPROVED OR PRIMITIVE 

--• IMPASSABLEORUNTRAVELEO 

••-• DISCONTINUED 

- HIGHWAY CLASS CHANGE 

- RAILROAD 

- INACTJVERAILROAD 

~ PUBLICLAND-NATIONALFOREST 

~ PUBLICLAND-STATEfMUNICIPAL 

NFR NATIONAL FOREST ROAD 

SFH STATE FOREST HIGHWAY 

POUTICALSU8Dnn310NS 

_,.. STATEBOUNOARY 

-• COUNTYBOUNOARY 

--• TOWN BOUNDARY 

- - - VILLAGE BOUNDARY 

--- URBAN COMPACT BOUNDARY 

0, WATER BODY 

........._, STREAMORBROOK 

BRIDGEORC:ULVERT 

) ( llRIDGEORCULVERT>20' 

I I DRIDGEORCULVERT6"-2D" 

(:) OIKEPATHSTRUCTURE 

0 VOBCITBRIDCE 

0, VOBCITCULVERT>e· 

FEDERALCUSSlflCATIONIDENTIRER 

IIJCMAJORCOLLE.CTOR 
MNC MINORCOLl.ECTOR 
Hi PRINCIPAlARTERIAL 

D.li I £H STATE BRIDGE OR CULVERT IDENTIFIER 

BJ4/C:U TOWN Ol~IDOE OR CULVl:RTIDENTlFIER 

en 
C 
Cl 

~ 
~ 

ORWELL, ADDISON COUNTY - 2017 

VERMONT 
GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP 

Town of Orwell 
ADDISON COUNTY 

Transportation District #3 

Prepared by the 

Vemiont Agency of Transportation 
Division of Policy, Planning and lntermodal Development 

in cooperation with 
U.S. Department of Transportation 

Federal Highway Administration 
MIU!ago·HorF11oru;iry10,2017 

Mapprepa~OJuno2P,2017 

SCALE 1 :31.680 

0,5 

Milos 

0,5 

Kilomotors 

1.5 

For more rnlormutron contact· Vermont Agency al Transportation, D1v1sion or Polley, Planning & lntcrmodal Development - Mapping Scct1on, 1 _National Ula Drrvo, Montpelier. VT 05633-5001 Tclophonc: 802-828-2600. This ma~ was !undod in port through grunts rrom tho Fedcrul Highway Adm1n1slrol10n, U.S. Department ol Transportation. The rcpresentat1on of the authors expressed herein do not necessanly state or reflect lhoso cl the U. S. Department of Tran5portat1on 
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SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE 

TOWN OF ORWELL 

SELECT BOARD 

The Select Board will hold a

Special Meeting on 

Wednesday, August 30, 2017, at 6:30 PM, 

to view the damages and the roads 

at the site of the washout on Griswold Lane. 

Immediately foHowing the onsite examination, 

the Road Discontinuance Hearing 

will convene at the Town Office. 

And any other business that may come before the Board. 

Regular Meetings will continue to be the second and the fourth Mondays of the month. 



Office of the Select Board 
Thomas Audet 
Paula Barnes 
Wal~er E. James 
Dave Larsen 
Roland Simmons, Chair 

TOWN OF ORWELL 
VERMONT 

P.O. Box 32 

Orwell, Vermont 05760 
802-948-2221 

The Selectmen of the Town of O_rwell and all interested parties are meeting at the site of the washout on 

Griswold Lane at 6:30 PM on Wednesday, August 30, 2017, to view the damages and the roads. 

Following the onsite examination, the hearing will convene at the Town Office for the purpose of 

hearing persons interested in the discontinuance of the Class 4 section of Highway #23 to Fisher Road 

and Class 4 Road #22 to Fisher Road, per motion of the Select Board. 

Dated this 1 ih day of July, 2017, at Orwell, Vermont 
Orwell Select Board 



TOWN Of ORWELL 
SELECT BOARID HEARING NOTICE 

The Orwell Select Board will meet on Wednesday August 30, 2017 at 6:30 PM, at the site of the 
washout on Griswold Lane, to view t.he damages and the roads. 

Following the onsite examination, the hearing will convene at the Town Office for the purpose 
of hearing persons interested in the discontinuance of the Class 4 section of Highway #23 to Fisher Road 

and Class 4 Road #22 to Fisher Road, per motion of the Select Board. 

Orwell Select Board 
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MINUTES OlF THE 
lF:n:NDliNGS OlF lFACT OlF 

ROAD DISCONTINUANCE HEARING 
ORWELL SELECT BOARD 

August 30, 2017 
Town Office 

7:45 P.M. 

Select Board: Thomas Audet 
Dave Larsen 
Ted Simmons, Chair 

Present: Paul A. Stone 

Betty Walker, Clerk 

The Findings of Fact was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by Ted Simmons, Select Board Chair. 

On August 30, 2017, in the Town of Orwell, VT, the Select Board met to consider the discontinuance of Class 
4 TH #22, from the intersection of Griswold Lane and TH #22, running westerly on TH #22 to Fisher Road a distance 
of .55 miles, and the Class 4 section of TH #23, from the intersection of Griswold Lane and TH #22 running northerly 
on Griswold Lane's Class 4 section, to Fisher Road a distance of 1.36 miles in length, both being three (3) rods wide. 

After making the site visit and hearing the witnesses, the Select Board came to the following conclusion: 

Ted Simmons stated that these Class 4 roads are in poor repair. To meet the Town's legal responsibility by 
State Law of maintaining Class 4 Roads would be a major expense for the Town. By turning the roads over to the 
property owners, by discontinuing the highways, the only repairs that would be done wou\d be what the property 
owners want. The North end of Griswold Lane would have nothing done with it. Freeman Corey doesn't seem to be 
interested in using that road at all. Procedures we've used in the past have resulted in water contamination, which 
allows the property owner to get Federal Assistance to fix it properly. The town is not eligible to get funding to fix 
this where the individual property owners are eligible, especially the Stone's who have already initiated the 
contacts for Federal monies. 

There are no houses or buildings on these roads. 
Of the property owners present, none of them expressed a negative response. 
The neighbors are all in agreement, everyone was in favor of it. 
All properties have access from a town road. 
There is no landlocked property. 
Tim D' Avignon can put in a right-of-way across his own property or get an access driveway from Stonewood 

Farm or Mark Bigelow to access his back 16.1 acres. 
Stonewood Farm can get Federal Assistance for the road and culvert repairs for a more permanent fix. 
Ft7eeman Corey and Mark Bigelow have no problem as long as they can have access of its use. 

Page 1 of2 
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The Select Board's position is: 

For the Good of the taxpayers of Orwell, this resolves a problem we've been working with for a long time. 
The taking away the access with these roads is not as detrimental to the town as having to spend the money 
maintaining them for a lot of land that is under development protection. 

Dave Larsen moved to vote in favor of the discontinuing of Class 4 TH #22 and the Class 4 section of 
TH #23 (Griswold Lane). Thomas Audet seconded the motion. The motion passed 3 Yes O No. 

September 6th 2017, will start the 30 day Appeal period. 

Ted Simmons moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 PM. Thomas Audlet seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3 Yes O No. 

r-' 

Dated at Orwell in the County of Addison and State of Vermont, this __2_ day of September, 2017 AD. 

Select Board of Orwell 

ons", Chair 

~ Dave Larsen 

) e--~ CJ?-C 
Thomas Audet 

Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Walker 

Clerk of the Board 

Page 2 of2 



Approved (t:W~ ~ ~---~V-__ 
~ Date q✓ll-'17 Date 0a;"~ Date 

MINUTES OF THE 
2017 ROAD DISCONTINUANCE HEAfilNG 

ORWELL SELECT BOARD 

August 30, 2017 
Town Office 

7:00P.M. 

Select Board: Thomas Audet 
Dave Larsen 
Ted Simmons, Chair 

At 6:30 PM on August 30, 2017, a Special Meeting was held to observe the damages and the roads at the site of the 
washout on Griswold Lane. Present for the site visit were: Ted Simmons, Dave Larsen, Thomas Audet, Paul Stone, Peter Stone, 
Patrick Stone, Freeman Corey, Mark Bigelow, Nichole Duquette, Wyatt Bigelow, Betty Walker and Sharon Macedo. 

The Special Road Discontinuance Hearing, as warned, was called to order at 7:00 p.m., at the Town Office, 
by Ted Simmons, Select Board Chair. Present for this hearing were: Ted Simmons, Dave Larsen, Thomas Audet, 
Paul Stone, Peter Stone, Freeman Corey,.Mark Bigelow, Nichole Duquette, Tim D' Avignon, Allen R. Alger and 

U Betty Walker. (Patrick Stone & Wyatt Bigelow observing only). 

u 

The purpose of this hearing was to receive testimony and to hear all persons interested in the matter of 
whether the Class 4 section on Griswold Lane and Class 4 TH #22 should be discontinued by the Town of Orwell. 

All in attendance were sworn in by the Clerk. 

Paul Stone began by handing out written testimony of how many times Stonewood Farm has fixed the culvert 
washout on the Class 4 section of Griswold Lane, using their own money, machinery and men to be able to access the 
rest of their farm. This area has washed out six (6) times since they purchased the property. Paul Stone wanted this 
submitted as evidence along with the pictures he provided of the washout. 

Paul Stone began his testimony by saying that the Griswold Lane washout area is vital to Stonewood Farm to 
be able to access the rest of his farmland. There is access, but we have to drive all the way aroµnd. Discontinuing 
these roads will not be landlocking any parcels. The Select Board failed to come up with funds to fix this problem. 
According to Vermont State Statutes, the town is obligated to fix it. It keeps washing out and hasn't been fixed 
properly. After the washout of 2011, the Town installed a 30" pipe. Stonewood Farm offered to pay the difference to 
fix it right, but the Select Board did not go for it. Paul Stone stated by the next storm the 30" pipe washed out. Ted 
Simmons responded in defense by saying that they wanted to get the State to do a hydraulic study first, which was 
done in October of 2013, which resulted in needing a 12' wide, 5' high three-sided concrete structure to handle this 
problem adequately. Paul Stone believes a 6' diameter culvert would have been adequate. Dave Larsen stated that 
they calculated this out and it would have taken two 6' culverts. 

Paul Stone stated that Stonewood Farm would like the road thrown up and they will maintain it. They can get 
help from NRCS (Natural Resource Conservation Service). Not sure at this time how much. This is Federal Funding 
made available for property owners and is not available for towns. Paul Stone's guesstimation for the repairs are 
around $50,000 to $60,000. If the Select Board throws it up and it reverts back to the landowners, we will maintain 
our section. It is vital to our farm. 
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Peter Stone stated that it didn't make sense for the town to sink that kind of money into a road that only a few 
land· owners use. We've been maintaining it basically anyway. The town could have better use for this money 
somewhere else. 

Ted Simmons asked Paul Stone if he had any land that could be developed. Paul Stone said he has two (2) 
lots near Bob Park's property and he understands that if the road gets thrown up they would have to make their own 
road for those two (2) lots. 

Mark Bigelow and Freeman Corey both stated that they have fixed washouts numerous times. Freeman 
Corey has no desire to see traffic through there or to see it become a trail. He said the town would probably be 
looking at another $50,000 to $60,000 to fix the washouts on his end. 

Tim D'Avignon stated that if Road #23 gets discontinued he will not_be able to access his 16.1 acres at the 
back part ofhis,property. Dave Larsen clarified that Tim D'Avignon can access his entire property from Fisher Road, 
it's not that any part of your parcel is isolated, you just don't have access to the back side of it. Paul Stone stated that 
Tim D' Avignon could put in a right-of-way across his own property to get to'it or the Stones or Mark Bigelow can 
also grant Tim D 'Avignon a right of way. Daye Larsen stated that Tim D 'Avignon could provide an easement for a 
driveway to his remaining property. 

Tim D' Avignon asked would this or how would this affect the taxes? Thomas Audet stated that a comment 
made by one of the Lister's stated that it would not change the taxes. 

Tim D' Avignon asked what's the first concern about turning these roads back to the landowners? 
Ted Simmons said it relieves the town of whatever it costs to make the Class 4 roads passable and the 

ongoing maintenance thereafter of the bridges and culverts, which is what the town is responsible for, not the road 
itself. 

Tim D' Avignon then stated he believes his questions were answered and asked Mark Bigelow what his 
feeling was on this. Mark Bigelow does not want the road blocked off. 

Paul Stone has no intention of closing off the road after it is fixed and turned over to him. 
Tim D' Avignon's only concern is that he doesn't want to be restricted access to his own property. 
Tim D' Avignon stated that he understood that the town did not want to spend all that money so that Paul and 

Peter Stone can access their property north of the farm. Dave Larsen corrected Tim D' Avignon by stating so that Paul 
and Peter Stone can access their property north of the farm without having to drive all the way around to get to it. 

Ted,Simmons added that all traffic from their farm hauling crops back and forth is extra wear on the roads. 
Peter Stone doesn't think it's a good resource for the town to fix the road just for them. If you own it and fix 

it it's yours. If you fix it now and it belongs to the town then you can't stop anyone from using it. 
Dave Larsen said there are other aspects to this. As a privately held piece of property, there are Federal funds 

available that are not available to the towns. Ifwe fix it this time, funds are therefore not available for private owners. 
It is possible that Mark Bigelow and Freeman Corey would also be able to access this Federal funding. They could 
consult with the Stone's and get the information from them on the process. 

Thomas Audet stated that this is what started this decision about discontinuing the road in the first place. The 
town can't get Federal assistance but a private land owner can. 

Paul Stone stated that he believes that Class 4 roads don't qualify for FEMA either. 
Mark Bigelow would like to see it passable whether the town fixes fr or it is privately fixed. 
Dave Larsen said if the town fixes it, it will be done at an unsatisfactory level. 
Paul Stone then stated that they won't put up with that anymore. ~ , 

Ted Simmons asked if there was anyone who had any feeling that this is not the way to go. 
Freeman Corey said he feels very comfortable with not having traffic and having to pull people out in the 

middle of the night when they got their vehicle stuck. Freeman Corey agrees with discontinuing the road and not 
making it a trail. 
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It was suggested that, with the only concern of the landowners is being able to use these roads themselves, 
that the landowners should all get together to write up a right-of-way agreement amongst themselves, as this will have 
nothing to do with the town if the decision is to discontinue the road. 

Ted Simmons stated that a decision on this needs to be made within ten ( 10) days. 
There being no further questions on the road discontinuance, Ted Simmons closed the hearing at 
7:42 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Walker 

Clerk of the Board 
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Dated 1834 Book 11~ pag~ 288-289 
Found slip pictured below. / 
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Item 1 

_! Abstracting info. 
(~\ Typ 

() 

Id 
Ref May 1797 
Oat Length 641 rods - 2 miles 
Rec Width 3 rods wide 
Frm Fisher Road 
To Old Sawmill Road [Azel Abels house] 
Con 
Re Bk 2 pg 94 #2 
Adj 
Wit 

! Metes and bounds. 
Pt 
Ln s40e; 24r; 
Pt 
Ln s32e; 20; 
Pt 
Ln sl0w; 40r; 
Pt 
Ln slSe; 22r; 
Pt 
Ln s20e; 50r; 
Pt 
Ln s25w; 50r; 
Pt 
Ln s25w; 40r; 
Pt 
Ln s19e; 68r; 
Pt 
Ln s21e; 70r; 
Pt 
Ln s6e; 45r; 
Pt 
Ln sl0e; 120r; 
Pt 
Ln s64e; 50r; 
Pt 
! !Ln s40e; 42e; 
end 

"Beginning at ... " 

"GriswoldLane1794", 14:39 20-Jun-2008 



Item 1, May 1797, Length 641 rods - 2 miles 
From: Fisher Road 
To: Old Sawmill Road [Azel Abels house] 

Bk 2 pg 94 #2 

"GriswoldLane1794", 14:39 20-Jun-2008 Scale: 0.76 mi/in 


