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Town of Shelburne

The Town of Shelburne was chartered August 18, 1763, being part of the Province of
New Hampshire. The original boundaries have since changed due to a portion.of the town
being altered.

A portion of Potter’s Point was embraced in the charter of Burlington. but in 1794
the whole of Potter's Point was declared tc belong to Shelburne.

In the earlier vears. road survey bills were introduced by the selectmen. laid out
by a designated surveyor, recorded and preserved in the most current book of town records.
When the survey was recorded, the direction and distance of each individual course along
with the width were entered into the record. The majority of the surveys mentioned
property owners at the beginning and st the end of the survey. These records are, in most
cases, still available. have been retyped, and are very legible,

This report is an overall view of the historic rights-of-way widths on roads within
the boundaries of the Town of Shelburne.

Review of Evidence:

The procedure for establishing the historic rights-of-way widths as originally
surveyed was as follows:

The town records in the Shelburne Town Clerk’s office were searched an any road
surveys extracted and copied. The State of Vermont public records in Middlesex were
searched to check the original records against the retyped records and these records were
almost one hundred percent correct, Thia covered a period from April 1787 to November
1895. The direction {(in magnetic bearings) and length {(in rods or chains) were reproduced
for a graphic representation of each survey and plotted on vellum at a scale commensurate
with U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)} 7 1/2 minute quadrangle maps.

The Beer's Atlas was used to determine property owners, landmarks. and road
locations during the time of the surveys. With this information as a guide, the road
surveys plotted on vellum were overlaid on the USGS quadrangle maps and matched with roads
shown on the maps. As matches were found, the locations were noted and plotted on Town
naps.

Of a total of 90 historical road surveys investigated, 10 were probable matches with
now existing state and town highways, 39 were possible matches, 2 were roads which have
been discontinued, 10 are now a series of private roads in the western part of Shelburne
and no matches could be determined on 29 of the survevs.

From the historical road surveys, 1 was laid out six rods wide. 1 was laid out 5.84
rods wide, 39 were laid out four rods wide, 1 was laid out 3.64 rods wide, 1 was laid out
3.5 rods. 19 were laid out three rods wide and 28 were laid out less than three rods wide
or no given width was specified.

Conclusion:

From the research documented in this report, it was found that about cne-third of
the historical surveys investigated were inconclusive. The inability to identify these
surveys can be attributed to some of the surveys being short in length, an array of
private roads that have been discontinued, and references to property owners for which no
match could be made.




Of the two-thirds of the surveys that were identified as probable or possible

matches, the following conclusion can be made:

(1)

(2)

{4}

The stage road {rom Vergennes to Burlington was surveyed out six rods wide in
pursuance of an act passed by Legislature February 18, 1797, This follows the
corridor of US Route 7 very closely from the town line of Chartotte and Shelburne to
the Shelburne and South Burlington town line.

The "Marsh" road from Hinesburg to Burlington was laid out four rods wide in the
towns of Hinesburg, St. George, Sheiburne, Williston and Burlington and recorded
September 22. 1829. This follows the corridor of VI Route 116 very closely except
for its relocation east of Shelburne Pond through the towns of Shelburne and St.
George,

The Stage Road from Middlebury to the Onion River Falls (lower falls) in Chittenden
County was laid out 4 rods wide from the Charlotte/Shelburne town line to the
Shelburne/Burlington town line and recorded January 22, 1817. This follows the
corridor of Town Highway #6 (Spear Street).

In the western part of the Village of Shelburne near Lake Champlain are a series of
private roads that were once a part of the town highway svstem but appear to have
been discontinued,
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Documentation of Historic Rights-of-Way in the Town of Shelburne

The following surveys are from an updated version of Town Records Book #1.

SURVEY BOOK/PAGE WIDTH DATE NOTES
NO. NO. RODS

i 1-9 NK 4/1/1787 Possible portion of TH3 & THZ2 thence
of f TH22 {abandoned) to a private road
to Jct. TH7 and TH1, thence along THI to
mouth of LaPlatte River.

2 1-9 UNK 5/2/1787 Possible portion of TH22, thence off 22
to TH3 thence crossing US 7 thence along
TH20 to its jct. with TH 16.

3 1-9 UNK 5/2/1787 Inconclusive.

4 1-10 UNK 5/2/1787 | Inconclusive. |

5 1-1i0 UNK 5/3/1788 0ff private road to possible portion of
TH3 to US 7 crossing to TH 20 thence
along TH2? to LaPlatte River.

6 1-10 UNK 5/3/1788 This is a private road in the western

i part of town.

7 i-10 4 5/2/1788 Same survey as "3" above, Book 1 Page
10,

8 1-10 UNK 5/3/1788 Same survey as "6" above, Book 1 Page
10.

9 1-1t UNK 12/15/1787 Possible portion of US 7 crossing TH3,
thence to TH1 to its jct. with THY,
thence along TH7 to Potter’s Point

i0 1-11 4 12/16/1787 Inconcliusive.

i1 1-11 4 7/19/1788 Possible portion of TH1 (Bay Rd) near
LaPlatte River to US 7 thence along US 7
to Shelburne/ South Burlington town
line.

12 1-11 4 6/16/1890 Probable portion of TH3 {Barstow Road)
beginning east of THS (Dorset St.}

13 1-11 4 12/22/1790 | Alteration (inconclusive)

14 1-12 4 11/22/1790 | Possible portion of THS9 southerly and ||
crossing TH11 {Bishop Road).




SURVEY BOOK /PAGE WIibTH DATE NOTES
NO. NO. RODS
i5 1-12 4 9/22/1790 Alteration {inconclusive)
16 1-12 UNK UNK Begins north of cemetery of TH6 {Spear
St.) thence westerly to Lake Champlain.
17 1-12 UNK 12/5/1791 Inconclusive {inaccurate survey)
18 1~12 UNK 12/5/1791 Discontinuance of road west of Falls
i Bridge {TH2) to Grist Mill. "
] 19 1-12 UNK 872471791 Alteration {inconclusive)
20 i-15 4 10/15/1792 (inconclusive) i
| 21 i~15 4 10/13/1792 The first course is a probable match
with TH7 {(Harbor Road).
22 1-16 4 2/3/1793 Possible portion of TH! (Bay) to its
jet. with TH7 (Harbor Road) alteration.
23 i-16 3 10/13/1792 West part of town on what now is a
private road.
24 i-16 4 10/17/1792 inconclusive
ff 25 1-16 4 NO DATE inconclusive
]
26 1-16 4 5/11/1793 inconclusive i
27 i-17 UNK UNK Probable portion of TH3 (Bostwick Rd.) &
TH22 in southwest corner of Shelburne
28 1-105 6 T/18/1797 Probable location of US 7 (Stage Rd.}
i 29 1-105 4 11/18/1800 Possible portion of THi to US 7 Line is
northwest side of road.
30 1-105 3 3/8/1800 Inconclusive
31 1-105 4 9/8/1800 Possible portion of THS, Dorset St.,
beginning at its jct. with TH8 {Cheese
Factory Rd.) and proceeding southerly.
Line is east side of road.
32 1-105 4 11/23/1802 Probable location of THG {Mt. Philo
Road) line is west side of road.
33 1-106 UNK 2/26/1803 Possible portion of TH2 (Hinesburg Rd.)

in northeast corner of Charlotte,




SURVEY BOOK/PAGE WIDTH DATE NOTES

NO., NO. RODS

34 1-106 UNK 4/15/1798 Possible portion of TH4, TH17. and THG
all known as Spear Street.

{

35 1-106 UNK 5/9/1803 pPrivate road off TH22.

36 i-106 4 4/20/1804 Road along Shelburne/Charlotte town line
off TH3 (Bostwick Rd.) no matching road
exists today.

37 1-106 4 4/20/1804 Possible portion of TH3 (Bostwick Rd.)
and TH22, north line of road.

38 1-106 4 4/20/1804 Alteration of survey 37, Book 1 Page 106

H

39 1-106 3 4/20/1804 Inconclusive

40 1-106 4 11/27/1804 | Probable portion of TH1 (Harbor Rd.)
north line of road.

| 41 1-106 4 7/13/1805 Alteration, private road in west part of
Shelburne, left line of road.

} 42 1-106 4 5/26/1807 Probable portion of THS (Dorset St.).
Begins at ministry lot in Burlington,
west line of road.

43 1-106 UNK 11/25/1812 Inconclusive

44 1-107 3 1i/7/1811 Inconclusive

45 1-20 UNK 3/1/1815 Possible portion of TH6 (Spear St.)
ending at Shelburne/S. Burlington Town
Line.

! 46 1-20 UNK 11/17/1815 | Probable portion of THG (Spear St.)
starting at survey 45, thence southerly.

47 1-20 4 3/11/1816 Inconclusive

48 1-20 UNK 6/7/1816 Possible portion of TH7 {Harbor Rd.)

49 1-21 4 5/19/1824 Possible portion of TH7 (Harbor Rd.)
Fast line of road,.

50 1-100 4 6/9/1817 Probable THG {Spear St.)} Stage Road.

51 1-100 UNK 7/27/1817 Possible portion of TH4 {Thomas Rd.)
Begin at Shelburne Falls.

52 1-100 3 6/5/1817 Begins off TH6 (Spear St.) to TH47. No
matching road exists today.

33 1-100 3 6/7/1817 Possible portion of THL9 {(Pond Rd.)} &

TH2 (Shelburne Falls Road).




SURVEY BOOK/PAGE WIDTH DATE NOTES

NO. NO. RODS

54 1-101 4 6/1/1817 Possible portion of VI 116,

35 1-105 4 5/9/1793 Inconclusive

56 1-137 4 10/21/1823 Possible portion of VT 116.

57 1~138 4 3/6/1824 (Alteration) Possible portion of THS |
(Dorset St.).

58 1-138 4 5/30/1820 Possible portion of TH10 (Bishop Rd.).

59 i-138 3 3/9/1820 Possible portion of Tiil {Webster Rd.).

60 1-154 3 6/28/1894 {Alteration) Possible portion of TH2 h
{Shelburne Falls Road}.

61 1-158 UNK 4/26/1825 Road discontinued, west part of
Shelburne.

62 i-168 3 6/4/1827 Area of private roads west part of
Shelburne. !

63 1-172 3 6/12/1828 Inconclusive.

64 1-172 3 6/24/1828 Area of private roads in west part of
Shelburne.

65 I-176 3 3/7/1829 Inconclusive.

66 1-178 & 179 4 5/28/1829 Possible portion of TH6 (Spear St.} East
line of road.

&7 1-180 & 181 4 9/22/1829 Possible portion of VT 116, begin US 2
to Hinesburg (Factory Bridge).

G8 1-181 & 182 4 11/28/1829 Possible portion TH2 (Hinesburg Rd.) and
TH18 {Dorset St.) west line of road.

69 a-2 2 12/11/1830 | Possible portion TH41, south line of
road.

70 2~15 3 2/25/1833 Area of private roads, west part of
Shelburne.

71 2-17 3 & 4 i1/27/1833 {Alteration) Possible portion of TH7
(Harbor Rd.} which is the last course
{4rod).

72 222 3 7/5/1828 Possible portion of TH?7 and THI east
line of road.

73 2-38 3 1/19/1835 Area of private roads west part of

Shelburne.




SURVEY BOOK /PAGE WIDTH DATE NOTES

‘NO. NO. RODS

74 2-38 2 5/30/1837 Inconclusive

75 2-38 UNK 4/8/1839 Possible portion of TH 19 {Pond Road}.

76 2-51 4 5/25/1842 Inconclusive

77 2-56 3 3/14/1843 Inconclusive

78 2-67 UNK UNK Possible portion of TH4 (Thomas Road).

79 3-67 UNK 5/30/1846 Area private roads west part of
Shelburne.

80 2-70 3 6/29/1847 Possible portion TH3 {Bostwick Rd.)
beginning at US 7,

81 2-83 4 11/23/1849 {Alteration) Possible portion of THIS8
(Dorset St.} west line of road.

82 2-83 3 4/9/1849 {Alteration) Possible portion of THI11
{Bishop Road}.

83 2-87 4 6/5/1851 Probable portion of TH2 to THIG (Mt.
Philo Road) thence along TH16 to
Sheiburne/Charlotte Town Line.

84 2-87 5.84 1/1/1852 | Possible portion of TH2 (Shelburne Falls "
Road) begin at bridge at the falls.

! 85 2-90 & 91 4 6/30/1852 Possible portion of TH3 {Bostwick Road).

86 2-123 & 124 4 7/15/1860 Inconclusive

87 2-124 1 6/8/1861 Pent road {inconclusive}.

88 2-134 3.5 9/24 /1864 (Alteration) Possible portion of THZ
(Hinesburg Rd.) East line of road.

89 2-134 3 T/7/1865 Possible portion of TH4 (Thomas Rd.).

50 3-101 3.64 11/26/1895 Inconclusive,

-
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